
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  MEETING MINUTES 

 
                                                        July 26, 2018 

 
The meeting was opened at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The following 
members were in attendance: John Alfonzetti, Mark Brown, John DeMase, Rich Nash 
and Joe Paiva. 
 
Building Inspector Efrem Citarella was also present. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Nash and seconded by Mr. DeMase to approve the minutes 
of the June 28, 2018 meeting.  All were in favor. 
 
APPLICANTS 
 
362 Route 202  
 
APPROVED 
362 Route 202 owner David Welker met with the Board.  He just bought a house in the 
Business Historic Preservation District that suffered significant damage during the storm 
in May.  Repairs are in the process of being made and the new roof shingles match 
what was existing, Tamko Oxford Grey.  The gutters as well as the downspouts have 
been replaced with white aluminum and the shutters have been removed, they will not 
be replaced.  Mr. Welker would also like to paint the house and install fencing along the 
front and the driveway side of the property.  Benjamin Moore paint will be used and 
exterior of the house will be painted with Evening Dove, the trim Simply White, and the 
front door Pacific Rim.  The fence is black Tuff Built aluminum panels that are 4’ high by 
6’ long with pointed tips.  There will be a gate opening on the driveway side of the fence.  
At some point in the future Mr. Welker may want to add window boxes to the front 
elevation of the house, at which time he will submit an application to the Board for 
review and approval.    
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A motion was made by Mr. Paiva and seconded by Mr. Nash to approve the roofing, 
painting and fencing project.  All were in favor. 
 
189 Route 100 – Paramount at Somers  
 
APPROVED 
Jerry Greenberger of Sign Group Inc. and Paramount at Somers Facilities Manager 
Rohan Gordon met with the Board to discuss a sign proposal for the new owners of 189 
Route 100.  Two pole signs are being proposed on either side of the front entrance.  
The sign portion of the signs read “The Paramount at Somers Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Center” in aluminum pin letters on a on a brown brick look background and 
cannot exceed 6’ by 4’.  A decision still has to be made regarding the base and side of 
the signs.  The Board liked the sample brought to the meeting that consisted of a 
random placed stone pattern.  Ultimately the base should match the nearby stone wall.  
Mr. Greenberger will ship a sample to the Secretary as well as updated photos with the 
correct base and side.  There was some concern as to the material that the base was 
made from in terms of it being damaged by a snow plow or weed trimmer.  Landscaping 
will be placed around the base to avoid this from happening.  Indirect lighting exists.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Nash and seconded by Mr. Paiva to approve the pole sign 
proposal.  All were in favor. 
 
80 Route 6 – AT&T 
 
APPROVED 
Erik Merliss of Arnco Sign Company met with the Board to present a sign proposal for 
AT&T located at 80 Route 6 as the company is rebranding.  A new wall sign will be 
placed on the front façade of the building and new placards on the two double sided 
existing pole signs.  The wall sign is 24” high by 73.45” long and reads “AT&T” in black 
letters with the logo just before the wording.  It is internally lit.  The placards on the pole 
signs also read the same with the logo but the letters are white on a gray background. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Nash and seconded by Mr. DeMase to approve the sign 
proposal.  All were in favor. 
 
51 Clayton Boulevard – Artis Senior Living of Somers  
 
CONDITIONAL APPROVAL 
The Board met with Architect Bill O’Neill with regard to a new 2 story, 72 bed memory 
facility being constructed at 51 Clayton Boulevard.  Elevations including signage and 
samples were shared, reviewed and discussed.  Overall the Board was very pleased 
with the submission but would like the same stone being used around the garbage 
dumpsters and generator placed along the water table at the front entrance to dress up 
that area and tie things together.  Mr. O’Neill will speak to the owner about getting this 
change approved and let the Secretary know.  Updated elevations will be provided, and 
they will reference all color manufacturers and numbers.  Upon receipt they will be 



circulated to the Board for approval electronically.    
 
325 Route 100 – Progressive Animal Hospital  
 
APPROVED 
Owner of Urstadt Biddle Properties Willing Biddle presented a wall sign proposal for 
Progressive Animal Hospital located at 325 Route 100.  The sign will be placed over the 
lower window where their business is located.  It will be a painted board with a white 
background that reads “Progressive Animal Hospital” with the phone number below in 
black letters and their logo just before the wording.  The sign is 16” high by 12 1/2’ wide.  
A 1” gap will remain around sign and the edging.  Four small gooseneck lights will be 
centered over the window that consists of 4 heads on 2 poles. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Paiva and seconded by Mr. Brown to approve the sign 
proposal.  All were in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
325 Route 100 – Towne Center Professional Building  
Last month, the Board met with Willing and Ellie Biddle, owners of Urstadt Biddle 
Properties with regard to a preliminary proposal for the professional building that they 
own in the Towne Centre at Somers.  They would like to repaint the building light grey 
with white trim and black shutters, as well as replace the three existing fabric awnings.  
A lengthy discussion took place about signage.  The overall consensus was that the 
signs for the tenants should be placed on pole signs rather than on the building.   
 
Mr. Biddle returned this evening with a formal application for the proposed pole signs.  
Each reads “Town Center Professional Building” on the top with a silhouette of a large 
elephant followed by two smaller elephants above it and has six placards to 
accommodate each of his tenants.  One will be placed horizontally in the front of the 
building, is an illuminated box that is 6’ by 6’.  A second one will be placed on the edge 
of their parking lot, is an illuminated box that is 5’ by 7’.  The third next to the walkway 
leading to the 2nd story will be an illuminated box that is 3’ by 2’ 6” and will include 
directional arrows.  A fourth that will be an illuminated box that is 4’ by 6’ will be placed 
on the side of the building facing the drive into the shopping center parking lot.  The first 
two listed will be double sided and the remaining two will be single sided. 
 
A review and discussion ensued.  The Board has no objections to the first listed sign 
proposed.  With regard to the second one listed, it needs to be moved closer to the 
building, made smaller and externally lit.  The third sign listed should be externally lit 
rather than an illuminated box and the dimensions should be changed to 2’ by 4’.  The 
Board is not in favor of the fourth sign proposed as it is not needed.  A sign reading  
“Town Center Professional Building” will be placed over the double doors. 
 
The next submission will include the names of the tenant’s businesses and the height of 
the signs.  Mr. Biddle shared a picture of the same type of pole sign that his company 



has at a shopping center in Greenwich.  He was asked to send a picture of it at night to 
the Secretary.  A determination has to be made as to what signage was originally 
approved for this building and what if any changes were made when it was incorporated 
into the shopping center when it was built before final approvals can be made.  
Depending on the circumstances, some of the proposals may have to be forwarded to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Biddle will return with an updated application at the 
August meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Signage Task Force Report – At the request of the Town Supervisor, the Architectural 
Review Board was asked to review the Report issued to him by the Signage Task 
Force.  This item will be placed on the agenda of the August meeting for further 
discussion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 
August 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Somers Town House Meeting Room. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Denise Schirmer, Secretary 
Somers Architectural Review Board 
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