
F. LaGard Smith answers the ques4on:    How did the early church view the scriptures? 

Discussion and study guides / ques4ons / topics for your considera4on. 

 1. The ini4al discussion in this video centers directly upon Jesus and the Apostles. 

A.  Why do you think the video leads with references to these people? 

B. What is Jesus’ consistent statement or asser4on in MaKhew 5.21,22; 27,28;   
31,32; 33,34; 38,39; 43,44.  Does this inform the listening Jews about anything?
Does it inform us about anything?  Does it inform anyone who listen about 
anything? (MaK 7.28,29). 

C.  Do you think Jesus had the authority to say the things He said? (MaK 28.18;   
 John 12.48-50) 

D.  Do you think what Jesus taught was contradictory to the old     
 testament scriptures? 

E.  Do you think the Apostles had the authority to say the things they said? (Luke   
  24.44-49; John 15.26,27; 16.13-15; 17.6-19; Acts 1.8; Acts 22.6-15). 

F.  What effect, if any, does “authority” or scriptural authority have upon your   
 heart, soul, and mind? 

  

2. What scripture did the early church have? 

A.  What did the Bereans search in their quest for truth and valida4on? (Acts 
17.10-12). 

B.  Discuss “scripture” for the early church in light ofLuke 16.16,17; 29-31.   

C.  To what extent do you think the early church was bound or influenced by the 
tradi4ons and teachings of rabbis and pharisees? 

D.  What was one of the topics that Paul seemed to be correc4ng and reproving the 
early church?  (Gala4ans 1 and 2) 

E.  What topic or topics did the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15.22-29 discuss, correct, 
and reprove? 

  

3. How and when, do you think, did the early church have the insight and advantages of 
Christ’s teaching? (MaK 28.18-20; John 13.34,35; 14.15, 21-26; 15.1-14). 

  



4. What role or effect did gics from the Holy Spirit have upon the early church’s 
percep4on of “scripture”?  (1 Cor 12.4-11, 27-31; 13.8-14.1; Eph 4.11-16). 

  

  

 5. Regarding scripture and tradi4on, what do we, today, need to remain vigilant about? 

A. Why? 

B.  Do we accept that all scripture is inspired; that it is the very word of God? 

C. How ocen or how closely to do we examine “the way” or “the what” of things “we 
do” and the things “we teach”?  And compare against the scripture? 

D.  “We” say we only speak where the scripture speaks and “we” are silent where the 
scripture is silent.   But are we, really? 

  

6. What do you think about the following asser4ons: 

A.  We have added things that are not in scripture. 

B.  We have taken away things that are there that we need to be doing. 

C.  Are we saying “Lord Lord, I love you”, but, ac4ng in a different way? 

D.  Or, worshipping, in a different way? 

  

7. Do you think the early church was doing a lot of things and had a lot of things going 
on – and some of it was not according to knowledge? 

A.  What was one of Paul’s cri4cisms about the Jews? (Ro 10.1-4) 

B.  One significant problem in Israel during the divided kingdom is expressed in 
Hosea 4.6.  Isaiah also in Isaiah 5.13 laments the lack of knowledge.  Why do these 
prophets consider knowledge so important? 

C.  What about us today? (Col 1.9,10; 3.10; 1 Tim 2.3,4; 2 Pet 1.3ff-8; 3.17,18)


