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Wejo Joins the Consumer Data 
Research Centre (CDRC) at the 
University of Leeds in Amplifying 
Data Science for Public Good
Customer Story

Consumer Data Research Centre (CDRC) at the University of Leeds
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The Consumer Data Research Centre 
(CDRC) at the University of Leeds is a 
research entity that creates, supplies, and 
maintains data for a wide range of users.

Originally established in 2014 through 
funding by the UK Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC), the CDRC 
brings together world-class researchers 
from the University of Leeds, University 
College London, the University of Liverpool 
and the University of Oxford to advance 
understanding of socioeconomic 
challenges through the analysis of 
consumer data.

CDRC unites public sector organizations, 
data providers, industry partners and 
academic researchers to gain a better 
understanding of consumer behaviors that 
improve strategic decision making. 

Background
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http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
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Advancing Understanding 
with Innovative Data 

The CDRC at the University of Leeds is 
working on a multi-phased project to 
build and calibrate a baseline urban 
simulation of mobility and activity of 
the Northern UK region. 

The goal of the project was to better 
understand mobility trends in the 
region to underpin the exploration 
and application of social appraisal 
measures and assess policy and 
infrastructure changes. While 
advancing the urban simulation, the 
CDRC team saw an opportunity to 
improve the travel and driver behavior 
data feeding the model. 

Traditional transport models, travel 
diaries and surveys were only providing 
snapshots of consumer behavior and 
lacked details.

They were routinely missing data 
and were not comprehensive of all 
travel times.

To solve those challenges, the CDRC 
team tapped Wejo’s smart mobility 
solutions to assist with the further 
development of agent models of driver 
behavior using advanced Connected 
Vehicle Data, generated directly from 
millions of live active vehicles.

With Wejo, the team could analyze tens 
of thousands of vehicle movements 
over the course of a month, uncovering 
new insights to feed into their broader 
urban simulation. 
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Leveraging Cloud to
Further Data Visualization

Hosted by Leeds Institute for Data 
Analytics, the CDRC benefits from the 
University of Leeds’ computational 
infrastructure, the most recent being 
the Leeds Analytic Secure Environment 
for Research (or ‘LASER’) in Microsoft 
Azure, security-accredited to 
international standards.

With LASER at the foundation of the 
CDRC urban mobility projects, it 
provides assurances on data security 
while bringing a suite of cloud services 
for data management and analysis. 

Wejo data has been integrated into 
LASER, giving researchers at Leeds 
the ability to analyse fine-grained 
GPS traces of vehicles while also 
protecting privacy.

LASER segregates projects at 
network level, using Virtual Research 
Environments (VRE) and makes the 
data the CDRC collects secure and 
accessible to a range of research
use cases and requirements.FU
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When we learned about Wejo’s 
smart mobility solutions alongside 
their commitment to enabling 
data for good, we saw a partner 
with huge potential to assist in 
our urban simulation project and 
open the door for new research 
opportunities in the future.
Prof. Ed Manley
Professor of Urban Analytics, University of Leeds

While project findings will not 
be available until April 2023 at 
the earliest, Wejo’s Connected 
Vehicle Data gives the University 
of Leeds researchers a new source 
of information on driver behaviors 
throughout roadways across the UK.

It reports journey data at lane level 
accuracy, providing insight into a 
diverse range of research questions 
relating to navigation and route choice, 
traffic flow, and mobility.

Unlike other sources, Wejo’s data 
is exclusively and directly sourced 
from multiple OEMs and represents 
an accurate and reliable picture 
of both real-time and historic 
vehicle movements.

The Unique Power of 
Connected Vehicle Data
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info@wejo.com

LinkedIn | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube

https://twitter.com/wejoHQ
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/wejohq/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdxYybUwl_i7WQ4OoukXINg
https://www.wejo.com/

