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NFL Draft 2021 Scouting Report: WR Tutu Atwell, 

Louisville 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are typically less physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

I did some preview scouting on Tutu Atwell earlier in the year/pre-Draft, but I didn’t really see enough 

to make me dig deeper – a very tiny, speedy WR who was OK enough in the ACC the past three 

years…nothing super special. 

Then we got his Pro Day work, and it was pretty good…a 4.39 40-time, 1.49 10-yard, 6.87 three-

cone…but if you adjust for those numbers being Pro Day results, they’re likely 4.45 range and 7.00 

three-cone which is pretty good/generic among WRs these days. 

BUT when you consider those Pro Day speed-agility times from a 155-pound player…those speed 

times need to be put in the context of Atwell as a tiny human who moves above-average fast (because 

he has no body mass to move) – but who wants tiny humans in today’s NFL? Players under 160 pounds 

don’t play in this league. 

After I saw his size with everything else, I assumed he would be drafted late or not at all. So I almost fell 

out of my chair during my NFL Draft broadcast when the L.A. Rams announced him as their 2nd-round 

pick. Nico Collins could eat Tutu Atwell for lunch, both as a player and as a hungry human – but the 

Rams bypassed Collins for Tutu. They bypassed A LOT of talented players to take 155-pound Tutu 

Atwell. 

Did I miss something on Atwell? I mean, it’s impossible…no way a basic 155-pound WR just got drafted 

in the top 60 of the NFL Draft! I was forced to go re-look at Tutu’s scouting case because if the Rams 

were putting this much into him…perhaps I had just missed it the first and second and third time 

around? It’s happened once or twice before. I’m willing to be wrong…I just want to be right in the end. 

So, I went back and watched several of Tutu’s games and re-studied his performance results, etc. My 

conclusion? This might be the single stupidest pick in the 2nd-round of the NFL Draft since the 

Buccaneers took place kicker Robert Aguayo in the 2nd-round of the 2016 NFL Draft (who, in case you 

don’t recall, kicked for one season and then never kicked again in the NFL). 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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So many other options the Rams could’ve taken, but let’s focus on Atwell… 

There’s not much to this scouting. He’s too small, for one thing…and that’s the likely death of him for 

the NFL to begin with. He’s not a muscular 155 pounds…he’s a light/thin 155 pounds. But he also isn’t 

anything special as a receiver. 

A lot of ‘pop’ passes to boost his catch counts, which are basically handoffs -- not catches. A few longer 

pass connections where he outran a college defender, which is logical given his 4.4+ speed. He did what 

you’d expect a 4.4+ running speedster to do in college – have a good number of big plays due to the 

speed advantage, and have a nice CFB career. 

What he didn’t do was dominate opponents/coverage. He’s mostly a ‘got open’ and caught a long pass 

and outran people receiver. He did have a couple nice runs for a score on ‘pop’ passes (WR in motion, 

QB just pushes/pitches/tosses the ball forward to the crossing WR), but one of the proofs of his lack of 

goodness with the ball in his hands was that he got to run the ball 12 times in his college career…for just 

26 yards total…2.2 yards per carry. He’s not a dominating speedster and he’s hesitant in traffic running 

interior routes, which makes sense when you’re 30-150 pounds smaller than everybody trying to stop 

you. More proof he’s a fragile, non-impact guy with the ball in his hands – two career punt returns 

against an FCS opponent, and two other returns against a D1 opponent. 

When he gets a head of steam, he’s pretty straight-line fast but other than that I didn’t see any real 

dominating receiver traits that would make me think he could be great for the NFL. If you watched tape 

of Rondale Moore or Jaelon Darden, you’d be captivated by some of the things they did in games/on 

tape – not so with Atwell. Tutu is just an OK speedster receiver. 

Atwell brings one gift…he’s fast and can spring by defenders deep if they are not careful. He has decent 

hands. He was a good college WR/weapon. In the pros, the DBs are going to play him deep and dare him 

to make a short catch and/or run at them – they will destroy him after the catch underneath, and he will 

see ghosts and struggle with drops and/or injuries from getting his body/frame abused. 

I didn’t see him on tape burning CBs with great routes or flying through traffic with elite speed. I saw a 

generically fast, very small college WR doing some decent college work. You cannot invest a 2nd-round 

pick in a player like this. How did the Rams’ scouts see Atwell and also look at Jaelon Darden or Nico 

Collins and decide – Atwell all the way! It’s the dumbest thing of the 2021 NFL Draft. 

On top of that, what I see of Atwell in interviews – he thinks he’s good. He’s not that swift in 

conversation, but he thinks he’s savvy. 

I could not have less interest in a WR from this 2021 NFL Draft than Atwell. 
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Tutu Atwell, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

 -- 2 carries for -2 yards in 2020, 9 carries for 33 yards in 2019, 1 carry for -5 yards in 2018. 11-yard run is 

his ‘long’. He needs space and needs to be untouched to make things happen with the ball in his hands – 

he’s not likely to see either of those things in the NFL. 

 -- 69 rec., 1,272, 11 TDs in 2019 in 13 games…his best season. Watching all his TDs that year…all ‘pop’ 

passes in the backfield with him coming across in motion and running untouched for the score or a 

bomb where he beat a defender in a sprint deep. Rarely are there slick route or great hands moments—

just bombs and bubbles/pop passes, which is okay, except he never looks all that fast…just college fast, 

to me. 

Marquez Stevenson is very similar…they’re fast but there’s not much high-impact/pro style to their 

game and they’re not blazing, they’re just college fast and NFL ordinary – but in Atwell’s case he’s like a 

middle school-sized player trying to hang with the pros. It doesn’t project well.   

 -- Watching him against Pitt and Florida State in 2020, the best coverage prospects he saw – they had 

no problems with him. He had a big play against FSU in a blowout (of his team). 

 

2021 Pro Day: 

5’8.7”/155, 8.8” hands, 29.25” arms…everything is small here. 

4.39 40-time, 2.6 20-yd, 1.40 10-yd 

6.87 three-cone, 4.09 shuttle 

33” vertical, 9’9” broad jump…not very athletic for such a prospect with no fat/meat on his bones.  

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Tutu Atwell Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

J.J. Nelson and Skye Dawson are the closest things I see, physically, to Atwell…both made it to the 

league, and neither had a huge impact. Nelson was a legit 4.2 runner…Atwell is likely 4.4+ and that’s not 

exceptional for his small size. 
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WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

4.521 2021 Atwell Tutu Louisville 5 8.7 155 -1.01 8.60 7.11 

2.585 2014 Lankford Ryan Illinois 5 11.4 163 -0.49 9.53 6.68 

4.260 2015 Nelson J.J. UAB 5 10.2 156 -1.09 14.00 5.63 

-1.512 2017 Davis Reggie Georgia 5 11.5 158 -3.87 7.96 4.20 

0.959 2013 Dawson Skye TCU 5 8.6 160 -0.06 8.19 5.52 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

 

2021 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Atwell was unbelievably the #57 pick in the 2021 NFL Draft. I would have projected him 7th-round or 

UDFA pre-Draft. 

If I were an NFL GM, I wouldn’t have drafted him -- nor would I have called his agent if he went 

undrafted.  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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NFL Outlook:    

A likely flameout. He’ll probably get shoved into games and he might even make a big play or two on a 

deep ball where he’s forgotten in coverage, but he won’t last long – he’s too small, and too unathletic 

for his size to really be an impact player. I have no idea what the Rams were thinking.  
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