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NFL Draft 2021 Scouting Report: TE Tommy Tremble, 

Notre Dame (by Ross Jacobs and RC) 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

 

RC Note: I asked Ross Jacobs to do a crosscheck scouting report on Tommy Tremble because I heard 

many good things about Tremble, late/after the draft process...and most of the talk of him about his 

blocking ability. My best Carolina source is buzzing about Tremble as a Carolina starting TE sooner-

rather-than-later.  

My computer scouting models didn’t see ‘it’ in pre-Draft, and I didn’t see it in a brief glimpse of his tape. 

There wasn’t enough smoke to investigate him more pre-Draft, but I keep hearing more and more 

respect for Tremble since the draft. So, I asked Ross to put together a report in our scouting cross-check 

series we are trying out this summer. 

After reading his report, it forced me to go back and re-look at Tremble’s work and I’ve added my 

comments at the end of Ross’s report here.  

  

------------------------------ 

  

by Ross Jacobs 

  

Tremble was a 3-star prospect coming out of high school after transitioning to TE his junior season from 

defense (you can tell by the way he hits) and a dislocated foot injury that cost him much of his senior 

season. 

He didn't play as a freshman but started to make a name for himself as an athletic blocker his 

sophomore season. A big part of why he was overlooked for much of draft season was his meager  
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production in college, but he was stuck behind Cole Kmet his sophomore year and all-world freshman 

Michael Mayer this past season. It's certainly worth asking why the coaches never felt the need to get 

him more involved in the passing game, but I think they just liked using him as a violent blocker more. 

Typical coaching move to waste one of your most talented athletes on blocking. 

Tremble is your classic “move” tight end. The position was made famous by Jordan Reed a few years 

back and every year now there seems to be a shorter, slightly above average TE that's too big to play 

receiver and everyone falls over themselves proclaiming what a mismatch this guy is. But can you name 

the last tweener TE that really made an impact for fantasy? Jonnu Smith kind of? Jordan Reed and 

Aaron Hernandez are really the only two that made a major impact and there have been several similar 

guys come out since then. Coaches love to talk about how they'll create opportunities for these guys but 

they never do. There is some small hope that Joe Brady and Matt Rhule will actually use him in 

interesting ways, but I'm skeptical. At very least he'll make for a nice easy dump off completion for 

Darnold. 

A big part of the difficulty scouting him is that lack of production. The guy only had 35 catches over two 

years, 19 this past year. He had 6 games with only a single catch, 5 of those for 11 yards or less. That 

makes it very tough to say anything definitive about how he'll transition, can he run more complex 

routes, etc. From what I can tell he looks fine/solid, nothing special. 5-10 years ago his athletic profile 

would have been more rare. These days there are several guys built exactly like him with the same 

speed. He's probably not going to hurt you, but I doubt he takes your passing game to another level. Did 

have a few moments where the ball completely bricked off his hands. It's a bit concerning to see since 

he already had so few chances to actually catch the ball. If that doesn't get cleared up he's going to end 

as a FB and special teamer only. 

What he does do exceptionally well, especially these days, is block. The guy really, really seems to like 

trying to absolutely maul people. Heck, he's probably got a better run blocking highlight tape than 

receiving highlight tape! It's a useful skill to help get him on the field quicker, but it doesn't matter one 

bit for fantasy unfortunately (unless of course your league awards points for pancake blocks). 

Tremble is the quintessential Matt Rhule Panthers pick. He's a shy, polite kid that absolutely loves 

football. He works hard, is humble, tough, unselfish, a team-first guy that doesn't mind doing the dirty 

work while others get the glory, the ultimate solid pro. Tremble will make your team better even if it's 

just his character, work ethic, and love of the game rubbing off on other players. 

Was rated by much of the media as the 4th or 5th best TE prospect for most of draft season but began to 

rise up boards as people caught on to the interest he was drawing from NFL teams. He was ultimately 

drafted by the Carolina Panthers 83rd overall in the 3rd round. He's a fine player to have on your team 

but that just seems too high for me. I'd be looking for guys with more upside in the 3rd round. 
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I've seen a few people compare Tremble to George Kittle, mostly because of their blocking skills and the 

fact that they weren't the top TE on their college teams, and there is some merit to the argument but 

Kittle is an inch taller, nearly 10 lbs heavier, and about a tenth of a second faster. It may not sound like 

much, but those are significant differences. Closer physical comparisons would be Lance Kendricks, Irv 

Smith, and Gerald Everett. 

Irv Smith is a great comparison actually. Very similar size and above-average athleticism but Tremble is a 

bit more explosive in his lower body, both great blockers and so-so receivers. Smith looks like the more 

natural receiver. Tremble looks a little stiffer and less agile on tape to me than Smith but it may just be a 

lack of any real catch and run opportunities to show what he can do. The fact that he skipped the agility 

drills at his pro day makes me wonder though. 

  

 

Pro Day Measurements (Tremble) 

6'3”/241 lbs, 9 1/4” hands, 31 7/8” arms 

4.59 40-time (probably closer to 4.65), didn't do agility drills 

20 bench reps, 36 1/2” vertical, 122” broad jump 

  

TE Comparisons: 

Irv Smith: 74.4”/242 9.5” hands, 4.63 40-time, 19 bench, 32.5” vert 

Gerald Everett: 74.8”/239, 8.5” hands, 4.62 40-time, 22 bench 37.5” vertical 

Lance Kendricks: 74.8”/243, 9.6” hands, 4.65 40-time, 25 bench, 34.5” vertical 

  

  

NFL Outlook: 

He's starting out behind Dan Arnold and Ian Thomas for targets, and with Sam Darnold at QB there's 

not going to be much fantasy goodness to go around. He's completely unusable for fantasy until the 

depth chart clears up ahead of him and hopefully they add an actual QB. Tremble seems like an 

interesting guy to tinker with and see if there's an upside that was hidden in college but these just aren't 

great circumstances for quick success. Likely takes several years at best before he's fantasy interesting 
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and maybe never. If he's anything like his comparisons we will probably only ever see momentary 

flashes of usefulness. Better guy to have on your actual team than your fantasy team. 

 

---------------------------- 

 

RC’s Follow up notes:   

 

After relooking at Tremble’s work, I think I didn’t give enough credit for his blocking ability...I saw a lack 

of explosive receiver tape, weak output numbers, and a smaller NFL TE size -- and I just moved on. I 

should have focused on the blocking more...and then, for Dynasty/Fantasy, the blocking skills, oddly, 

makes you have to take Tremble more Fantasy seriously. 

NFL coaches LOVE blocking tight ends. If NFL coaches could genetically dial up a male child to have of 

their own, they would sire a 6’4”/250 pound blocking tight end. Tremble is a 6’3”/241 blocking TE...a bit 

smaller than they want, but like Ross eluded to -- Irv Smith got over being a smaller NFL TE but excellent 

blocker...and him playing for ‘Alabama’ is the icing on the cake, but Tremble out of respected ‘Notre 

Dame’ will do.  

I need to take Tremble more seriously as a pro prospect (because of the sweet blocking skills) and then I 

know blocking TE = playing time = a chance to be a back-end TE1 someday, maybe. I thought about 0% 

chance for Tremble in FF before, but now I’m moving that up to 20-30% hope of being something FF-

viable because he’s going to play snaps/be on the field. And if that on-the-field is someday without 

Darnold, then maybe it will be FF decent. Even with Darnold, if Tremble is playing a lot of snaps...he will 

get some targets regardless.  

Tremble is a decent enough athlete. A bit stiff. A bit clunky as a receiver, but OK enough in the passing 

game that if he’s going to play a lot of snaps he’ll see some secondary/tertiary targets and might be a 

TE1.5 who has moments of use during byes or is somewhat plausible in TE-premium scoring -- all of 

which is better hope than the zero-ish hope I was thinking prior.  
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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