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NFL Draft 2021 Scouting Report: DE Joe Tyron, Washington 

*Our DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

Three bullet point statements to get us going here… 

1) I think, Joe Tryon is the best pass rusher I’ve seen on tape for the 2021 class. 

2) Our computer models don’t have him ranked/graded as the top pass rush prospect (but close). 

3) I also see the potential, within the data/study, for Tryon to be an NFL bust. 

Confusing? 

I know. 

Let’s try to unpack this… 

Joe Tryon was considered a top EDGE guy for the 2021 NFL Draft before the 2020 season…it was Tryon 

and Greg Rousseau battling for that top billing, and then COVID hit and Tryon and Rousseau opted-out 

of the 2020 season (because everyone said they were elite/top picks for sure, so why risk it?). 

The punishment for opting-out is: ‘out of sight, out of mind’…and Tryon and Rousseau slowly fell down 

the EDGE rankings all 2021. They went from the #1-2 guys…to #3-5…to now you can find both outside 

the top five EDGE prospects for 2021 more than you can find them in the top five. A quick sample of 

Tryon’s EDGE rank from three random draft sites: #6, #8, #8…a 2nd-round prospect for everybody 

now…but was initially a top 10-15 overall prospect 4-5 months ago. 

What happened to create the fall? 

Nothing, really. 

Other guys played the 2020 season and gained attention, Tyron didn’t. Tryon’s Pro Day work was solid 

but not anything special (on paper). Tryon lost his ‘sexy’ and hasn’t gotten it back and is out of time to 

get it back…he’s at risk of being a 2nd-round player (and I’m sure he thought/was advised that he was a 

sure-fire top 10-15 overall pick when he decided to opt-out). 

Does Tryon deserve the tumble? Maybe. However, Greg Rousseau is a more risky, fraudulent prospect 

that scouts have wised up to – finding that he’s very developmental and thin framed. I agree. I was early 

in that assessment on Rousseau. I thought Tryon might fall into the same boat for me as an evaluator – 

that he was another overrated early media top prospect…it just had that vibe, but then when I really 

started watching Tryon’s work – I was instantly impressed. Within moments, I was like – that’s the look 
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of something I have not really seen out of any EDGE prospect in 2021 on tape…a true, dominant, hard-

to-handle, tough-to-block EDGE force. 

But then you go look and see Tryon with ‘just’ 8.0 sacks in 2019, in 13 games, and you see him not as 

productive against USC or Stanford, or Boise State (bowl) and you wonder whether he has the 

heart and/or true raw talent for greatness. And, honestly, after all my studies – I’m still not sure what it 

is. Potentially great or potentially average/unmotivated. 

My lean/feel is this: 

1) At his best, the most hard-to-handle pass rusher of 2021 (though not elite, and plenty of other ‘good’ 

EDGE guys are right up there near/with him…he’s not a unicorn but he’s really good, and possibly very 

good or even great). 

2) I am starting to believe that if Tryon had played his 2020 season, he would have blown it up…and 

there would not have been much debate about who the best EDGE rusher is. My reasoning for this is 

that Tryon’s output was spiking as he went along in 2018-2019 and the promise fulfillment/breakout 

could/should have come in 2020…but there was none. 

1.6 tackles, 0.0 TFLs, 0.0 sacks per game = First 5 games/half season of Tryon’s debut season (2018) 

2.4 tackles, 0.4 TFLs, 0.2 sacks per game = Last 5 games/half season of 2018 

3.0 tackles, 0.2 TFLs, 0.2 sacks per game = First 6 games/half season of 2019 

3.2 tackles, 1.6 TFLs, 1.0 sacks per game = Last 7 games/half season of 2019 

Might he have led CFB in TFLs and sacks in 2020, had he played 10 games? Who knows? 

The explosion, statistically, was obvious (above). Not only did Tryon start to dominate in the last half of 

2019, but even in games where he put up limited numbers he was pressuring the backfield/QB a bunch 

and single blockers were starting to have trouble on most every snap. 

Not only is Tryon a promising pass rusher, but he really drops off into coverage well on pass plays from 

time-to-time. He really moves around the field well for a big man…he can cover receivers for a bit, and 

he chases running plays as well. He’s a solid tackler. 

Tryon is a very promising prospect but there must be fears on the unknown – was the splash in the later 

part of 2019 just a flash, or would he have been the Defensive Player of the Year if he had returned? 

That’s the bet NFL teams will have to make come draft day. 

Off the field, Tryon seems very personable and engaging. He was a 2018 honorable mention all-PAC 12 

academic player. Everything seems fine. People could say his ‘motor’ isn’t high enough/his want to 

isn’t what they’d like…but I don’t see enough evidence to say that’s a real thing. It’s not impossible, but I 
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don’t see much evidence of flaw…but I sure would have liked to have seen his 2020 season to confirm 

several things. 

As for now, for what we all know, I’m more ‘pro’ Tryon than ‘con’ for sure. It wouldn’t surprise me if he 

were the top EDGE in the class, a weak class…or if he just had a quiet, underwhelming career. He’s on 

the bubble of being something very good. 

 

  

Joe Tyron, Through the Lens of Our DE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

 -- Final 5 games of his college career: 

3.8 tackles per game, 2.0 TFLs, 1.2 sacks per game is pretty salty…but was it a lucky blip? His big games 

were vs. decent teams/opponents in that stretch. 

 -- No forced fumbles in 23 career games, for his style, that seems very odd…especially considering the 

amount of pressure he brought (especially in his late 2019 spike). 

 -- Tryon drops into coverage nicely, but only 1 PD in 2019 season. You’d expect to see more bat downs 

and/or coverage defenses…but no. 

That’s the thing with Tryon, for me – he looks sweet on tape but then there are stat items where you’re 

scratching your head. It’s like – where is the stat dominance, if you’re so good? It kinda started peeking 

through in late 2019. 

 

Pro Day 2021: 

6’5”/259. 10.25” hands, 34” arms 

4.68 40-time, 2.69 20-yd, 1.64 10-yd 

4.36 shuttle, 7.18 three-cone 

22 bench press, 35” vertical, 9’8” broad jump 
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The Historical DE Prospects to Whom Joe Tyron Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I see some Aldon Smith here…but the fear the stink of Clelin Ferrell (low effort) is here as well as the 

Nick Bosa traits. It’s hard to pin down a proper comp on Tryon…but most of them are really good 

players in the NFL. 

 

DE Score Last First Yr 
 

College H H W Bull 
Rush 

Speed 
Rush 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

Tackle 
Metric 

7.958 Tryon Joe 2021 Washington 6 5.0 259 8.38 5.89 8.09 5.73 

8.055 Ferrell Clelin 2019 Clemson 6 4.3 264 8.37 4.45 6.34 5.15 

9.532 Smith Aldon 2011 Missouri 6 4.2 263 7.73 3.62 7.97 8.71 

10.134 Bosa Nick 2019 Ohio St. 6 3.6 266 10.55 6.66 8.25 5.19 

4.015 Weatherly Stephen 2016 Vandy 6 4.3 267 8.40 8.00 6.89 5.17 

5.329 Pierre-Paul Jason 2010 So. Florida 6 4.6 270 6.82 3.97 5.69 6.81 

6.283 Gross-Matos Yetur 2020 Penn St. 6 5.0 266 6.85 1.89 5.60 5.43 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DEs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL DE. 

All of the DE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to classify the DE 

prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DE, a 'bull-rusher', and/or a DE prospect who has 

some DT capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. A unique measuring 

system to look for DEs who profile more as speed-rush, stand-up DEs, and/or possible OLBs. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded 

historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify whether a 

particular DE is likely to achieve high sack totals in the NFL. We know the 'system'/scheme the DE goes 

on to play in has a part in future success...but so do the player's skills and performance history. "You 

can't keep a good man/DE down," we'd like to think. 

Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded historically 

for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the DE as one more likely 

to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower-scoring DEs in 
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this subcategory tend to be more pure pass-rushers/specialists. This is also our attempt to quantify, if it's 

possible, the 'toughness' of a player. 

 

2021 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see Tryon slipped into the 2nd-round for just about everyone, so 2nd-round is a good guess…although I 

have a funny feeling he goes as one of the first 3 EDGE guys off the board and in the 1st-round. But it’s 

safer to assume the NFL to follow the consensus. 

If I were an NFL GM, it would be a debate…if I needed an EDGE guy like right now. I could use my 1st-

round pick on another need and just hope Tryon falls to me in the 2nd-round or take Payton Turner as 

my EDGE guy and bypass Tryon. Joe Tryon could become a semi-major draft steal. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Could be a Pro Bowl menace…could be a quietly underwhelming, generically OK/good pass rusher no 

one really cares about in 2-3 years. I have a feeling he’s ‘on the come’ and is going to be pretty 

good/surprisingly good but I won’t swear to it.  
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