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NFL Draft 2021 Scouting Report: DE Payton Turner, Houston 

*Our DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

It looks like we’re going to end this pre-Draft season with Payton Turner as the #1 EDGE/pass rush 

prospect of the crop – but I don’t know that I’m all that excited about it. This 2021 group has a lot of 

‘good’ talents, and even some with the potential to be ‘great’…but no obvious, instant star or future Hall 

of Famer-type prospect to fawn over. 

Why is Turner going to be our top guy? The computer says he has the 2nd-best physical profile of any 

pass rusher in this draft. Jayson Oweh has the best physical profile, but he never sacks anyone. 

Why am I not excited about Turner? It’s not that I’m not excited, I’m just not ready to put an ‘elite’ label 

onto him because he’s had a ‘meh’ CFB career in a weak conference until a breakout in 2020, but it was 

only 5 games long, so the sample size is dicey. 

The three physical reasons why I’m into Turner: 

1) 6’5”/268 is a pretty big boy, and with his athleticism at that size – there’s no one like him, potentially, 

in the 2021 NFL Draft. 

2) 6’5”+ with a whopping 83.6” wingspan is nuts. He could lead all DLs in pass defended in the NFL with 

his reach. 

3) Posted a 7.01 three-cone, which at 268 pounds is pretty amazing. 

If I take our entire database of DE prospects over the past 10+ years, and filter it down to 6’5”+, 265+, 

and sub 7.10 three-cones…there’s only 19 guys in that club, and they include names like J.J. Watt, Julius 

Peppers, Jared Allen, Joey Bosa. If then I want to filter those 19 names down to guys with ‘long arms’, 

the list gets under 10 names, with most of the elite guys still on it (Watt, Peppers, Allen, etc.). 

The physical comp profile for Turner is there. 

My eyes want to go along with our computer models and say he’s the top guy – I watch the tape, and 

I’m not sure there’s a faster-footed off-the-snap EDGE guy that I’ve seen this draft year. In the blink of 

an eye, Turner can do an ‘Allen Iverson crossover’ move and make offensive linemen almost trip 

themselves to the ground. 

There are so many things I love about Turner, but I can’t go overboard because of the data – it won’t 

allow me to. Had Turner played a real/full 2020 season…he might have been an All-American and 

American Athletic Conference Defensive Player of the Year, but he only got to play five games. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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It’s not right to assume the five games of 2020 were fully real/would have been a season long trend. 

BUT, if I were to ‘go there’, check this out… 

Taking Turner’s five games in 2020 and extrapolating to a typical 13-game season., his 2020 tally ‘might’ 

have been: 

68 total tackles, 27.3 TFLs (which would have been #1 with a bullet in the 2020 season and would have 

been 7th all-time most for a single season), 13.0 sacks (which also would have led the NCAAs by far in 

2020). Instead, his production is somewhat hidden by the lack of games his team played. 

A breakout, dominant 2020 + a top physical profile…how can he not be the single best EDGE prospect in 

this year’s draft? 

Add to that, Turner was a full team captain and is well respected for his work ethic and leadership plus 

he was an Honor Roll student – so, you’re getting good boxes checked off the field. 

I’m not guaranteeing Turner is the slam dunk best EDGE rusher in this draft, but his profile in our system 

is seeing more indicators of good/greatness with him than any other EDGE in this draft…so, we’re riding 

with Turner (for now). 

  

 

Payton Turner, Through the Lens of Our DE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

 -- Only 4.5 sacks his first 30 college games, and then 5.0 sacks in five games in 2020 season – that’s 

what worries me. Why the lack of dominance before? 

 -- 5.0 sacks in his last five games, but 1.0 sacks in his seven games prior to that/the 2020 season. 

 -- 18.5 TFLs in his last 17 college games (2019 + 2020 season) is, however, ‘dominant type work. 

 -- 7 tackles, 4.5 TFLs, 2.0 sacks opening week against Tulane in 2020, but here’s the thing…he probably 

had another 5+ hurries on top of that. Turner got into the backfield a bunch, whether he got an actual 

headline stat/output off it or not. 

 

2021 Pro Day: 

6’5.4”/268, 10.5” hands, 35.4” arms, 83.6” wingspan 

No 40-time posted, skipped (coming off turf toe…but then did most of everything else?) 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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4.31 shuttle, 7.01 three-cone 

23 bench press, 35.5” vertical, skipped broad jump 

 

 

The Historical DE Prospects to Whom Payton Turner Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

All of these comps are guys who have shown/had success hanging in the NFL…to varying degrees (so 

far). I like that for Turner – he comps with producers/talented historical EDGE prospects.  

 

DE 
Score 

Last First Yr 
 

College H H W Bull 
Rush 

Speed 
Rush 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

Tackle 
Metric 

8.005 Turner Payton 2021 Houston 6 5.4 268 8.64 7.97 7.76 5.73 

8.428 Davenport Marcus 2018 UTSA 6 5.6 264 8.71 8.13 8.36 5.98 

7.346 Martin Kareem 2014 UNC 6 5.7 272 8.64 2.79 6.58 6.57 

8.305 Crosby Maxx 2019 E. Michigan 6 4.7 255 8.52 10.54 9.07 5.84 

9.426 Kearse Javon 1999 Florida 6 4.7 262 8.58 11.72 7.41 7.44 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DEs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL DE. 

All of the DE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to classify the DE 

prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DE, a 'bull-rusher', and/or a DE prospect who has 

some DT capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. A unique measuring 

system to look for DEs who profile more as speed-rush, stand-up DEs, and/or possible OLBs. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded 

historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify whether a 

particular DE is likely to achieve high sack totals in the NFL. We know the 'system'/scheme the DE goes 

on to play in has a part in future success...but so do the player's skills and performance history. "You 

can't keep a good man/DE down," we'd like to think. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded historically 

for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the DE as one more likely 

to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower-scoring DEs in 

this subcategory tend to be more pure pass-rushers/specialists. This is also our attempt to quantify, if it's 

possible, the 'toughness' of a player. 

 

 

2021 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see Turner ranked as high as the 2nd-round…and as low as the 7th-round. He’s likely NOT going 1st-

round but then it’s game on after that. I say 2nd-round, but he could be 3rd/4th because NFL people are 

ridiculous and get scared about ‘where’ they should take players so as not to be criticized by the media’s 

consensus pre-rankings (and the media doesn’t know $#!% about football prospects…which makes it 

quite the comedy).  

If I were an NFL GM, I have to be licking my chops at this – a 1st-round prospect available #40-100 

potentially. It should reduce the real value of Paye-Phillips-Ojulari, etc. – you skip spending big on them 

and you get an incredible bargain with Turner later/cheaper. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Everything in our computer models says Turner is a ‘can’t miss’ prospect – from the ‘he’s not going to 

bust’ perspective. He may be an underachiever like the Kareem Martin comp or he could splash 

like Maxx Crosby did his rookie season. He’s got a chance to be a very solid EDGE option in the NFL for a 

5-7+ years (and that’s valuable).  
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