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NFL Draft 2020 Scouting Report: CB Kristian Fulton, LSU 

*CB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes available.  

 

Prior to studying Kristian Fulton deeper, I studied C.J. Henderson and Jeff Okudah and wrote a 

joint report comparing and contrasting those two…proclaiming, for me, at that point, they were the two 

CB prospects that stood out from the Combine and in general chatter. In my joint scouting report on 

these two top corners, I thought it was Henderson-Okudah and then everyone else was further out of 

the ‘top CB’ discussion in this draft class. Well…time to change that thinking, because after my deeper 

Kristian Fulton studies, I see that he belongs in the discussion for top CB prospect of 2020 as well.  

I’m going to use Henderson and Okudah to help contrast and compare with Fulton…but there’s a big 

twist to Fulton’s prospect resume that you may not be aware of and it is definitely a game changer.  

On the field, Fulton is more like C.J. Henderson than Jeff Okudah. Fulton is a press cover corner, a 

potential shutdown corner – his mindset/style is that of a shutdown corner…as is Henderson. Okudah is 

more of a #2 corner, and/or an athletic zone coverage corner.  

Everything you need to know about Fulton’s abilities was on display in the big LSU v. Alabama game in 

2019. Three notes/themes from that game gives you the idea on Fulton… 

 -- Fulton plays mostly on the left side of the defense/coverage (QB’s right side). With that knowledge, 

Tua Tagovailoa would rarely, I mean almost never, even look to throw in that direction. When Fulton 

was on Tua’s right, Tua was dropping back looking straight or to his left. A few times Fulton moved to 

the other side of the field, and then Tua avoided Fulton’s new side at that point. It’s a major sign of 

respect. The coaches could tell from the 2019 tape prior on LSU – don’t mess with Fulton.   

 -- Most of this game, Fulton played right up in the opposing WR’s face. He’s not hanging back in a zone 

or giving a big cushion, no matter what the scenario you’re likely to find Fulton in the opposing WR’s 

face and daring him to try and beat him. 

 -- Jeudy-Ruggs-Smith…all of them eventually cycled around to face off with Fulton, and none of them 

prevailed. Fulton is so good mirroring/sticking to his receiver that they don’t even see targets because 

they’re never open, not even for a blip (and Tua wasn’t even bothering to look 95%+ of the time 

anyway). I’d say Fulton is better skilled in man-to-man mirroring than C.J. Henderson (but both really 

good), but CJH has his edge with the better body/metrics for the NFL (for what that is worth).  

Speedy Alabama WR Devonta Smith tried to outsprint Fulton…he couldn’t, but Smith did crush it on the 

other non-Fulton side of the field in this game.  
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The more I watch Jerry Jeudy, the more I realize he is a giant fraud of a top WR prospect. He was scared 

to death this entire LSU game, and he tried to avoid Fulton but did match up against him a few times 

and he was a nothing in those matchups. You could see he was taken aback by Fulton/scared of Fulton’s 

coverage. 

The Alabama WRs had success in this game – almost all on the opposite side of the field from Fulton. 

  

I remember watching Fulton vs. pro prospect Texas WR Collin Johnson, a very tall WR – Fulton cut him 

down to size and wouldn’t let him breathe. Three catches for 49 yards and I don’t think any 

of those came vs. Fulton. 

The more I watched Fulton play-after-play in big games, the more I saw him just naturally taking out 

every WR in front of him. A better cover talent than C.J. Henderson – and that’s a big statement from 

me, because I thought no one was like Henderson in this class.  

So, is Fulton the best CB prospect in the 2020 NFL Draft? Maybe. On the field, I could see that argument. 

But where do you factor in that Fulton was suspended for two seasons by the NCAA in his freshman year 

because he tried to use someone else’s urine in a drug test and was caught red handed…and then had to 

use his own sample and tested positive for P.E.D.’s?  

He lost his 2017 season but was reinstated early/allowed to come back in 2018. Why? (my take) He/his 

lawyers made a legal case that the testing procedure was wrong and ended up getting reduced on a 

technicality that was rejected the first time in court. Fulton committed the fraud…but got his penalty 

reduced because of something procedural. Now, how much do you like Fulton as an NFL prospect/locker 

room influence? 

If you write the incident off as ‘youth/bad judgement by a kid’ and you’re willing to look past it because 

he’s been a solid citizen since and is a great cover corner prospect – then you draft him, as high as top 

10 overall.  

If you worry that his drug test scandal shows basic signs of ‘things to come’…worried that his 

background/character check also shows some signs of potentially being a diva corner once he gets paid 

(now or in four+ years) – then you may red flag him down your board. I could see teams meeting with 

him and not being impressed with the man as they are with the character of Jeff Okudah – but Okudah 

cannot play cover corner like Fulton. So, which is it? What’s your risk tolerance? Sadly, that’s part of his 

scouting/grades/evaluation.  
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Kristian Fulton, Through the Lens of Our CB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Hard to read anything into his career performance numbers – he played half a season 2018 (injured 

ankle and missed several games) and then shined in 2019, but most teams stayed away from him.  

 

2020 NFL Combine Data: 

5’11.5”/197, 9 1/8” hands, 30 5/8” arms 

4.43 40-time (tied for 9th best among CBs at the Combine), 1.56 10-yard 

4.36 shuttle, 6.94 three-cone (tied for 4th best among CBs at the Combine) 

35.5” vertical, 10’3” broad, no bench press 

 

 

The Historical CB Prospects to Whom Kristian Fulton Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Fulton has Tre’Davious White and Joe Haden DNA…but we grade Fulton as with them/better than both 

them coming out of college (and Haden had serious off-field issues, at the time, entering the NFL). I 

would just note – If Fulton had a clean character check…he’d be more 8.5+ in our grading and fight C.J. 

Henderson for the top spot potentially.  

 

CB 
Grade 

Last First Draft Yr College H H W Cover 
Rating 

Speed 
Metrics 

Agility 
Metric 

Tackle 
Metric 

8.113 Fulton Kristian 2020 LSU 5 11.5 197 9.52 6.09 3.05 6.41 

7.956 White Tre'Davious 2017 LSU 5 11.2 192 8.76 3.48 6.10 6.38 

6.736 Haden Joe 2010 Florida   5 10.6 193 7.81 4.79 5.08 9.38 

7.303 Oliver Isaiah 2018 Colorado 6 0.2 201 9.07 3.59 7.57 6.25 

5.975 Hayden D.J. 2013 Houston 5 11.1 191 9.02 0.05 5.31 9.43 

8.403 Cason Antoine 2008 Arizona 6 0.2 191 10.99 5.61 6.40 9.15 

 

*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ and less than 0.0 

OVERALL RATING -- We merge the data from physical measurables, skill times/counts from the NFL 

Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2020 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

APRIL 5, 2020 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 4  
 

compared to our database history of all college CBs, with a focus on which CBs went on to be good-

great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the successful NFL CBs had in common 

in college, that most other CB prospects could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.00+ in our system is where we start to take a CB prospect more seriously. 

Most of the future NFL successful college CBs scored 8.00+, and most of the NFL superior CBs pushed 

scores more in the 9.00+ levels...and future NFL busts will sneak in there from time to time. 10.00+ is 

where most of the elite NFL CBs tend to score in our system analysis. 

COVERAGE -- A combination of on-field data/performance and physical profile data 

SPEED -- Measurables from a perspective of straight-line speed, burst, etc. 

AGILITY -- Measurables for lateral movements, quick cuts, body type, speed, etc.  

POWER -- A look at physical size, tackling productivity in college, other physical measurables. One of 

the side benefits/intentions here, is to see which CBs may be more of a model for a conversion to playing 

safety successfully in the NFL. Also denotes CBs who are more physical/will have higher tackle 

totals...over pure speed/coverage CBs. 

 

 

2020 NFL Draft Outlook: 

It looks like he has moved firmly into every 1st-round ranking/mock draft you can look at. He’s very 

likely 1st-round unless his in-person meetings were worse than we could imagine. If he falls to the 2nd-

round during the actual draft, then his background checks must have been scary. If he goes top 10 or so 

overall…then his background check was really clean.  

If I were an NFL GM, if I wanted a cover corner, I’d do a serious background check and psychological 

testing – and if Fulton passed with flying colors, then I’d try to swoop in and get him mid-1st while 

others jumped for Jeff Okudah too high.  

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Could be a star if he’s coachable and clean from any type of off field. Could be a bust if getting paid 

unleashes ‘trouble’.  
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