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NFL Draft 2020 Scouting Report: OLB Zack Baun, Wisconsin 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

I was kinda lukewarm on Zack Baun for the NFL after watching some preview tape of him ahead of the 

Senior Bowl and the NFL Combine. I could see there was some talent, but I thought the football media 

was making too much out of him…his conversion to linebacker from being a defensive end for Wisconsin 

in 2019 (and posting big pass rush numbers…19.5 TFLs, 12.5 sacks). 

However, after watching more tape – I am starting to get it. I was the one late to the party. 

Baun’s case for being a 1st-round pick lies in his feet – he has terrific speed, short space burst, and 

nimble agility to chase ballcarriers or drop into coverage. His athleticism is near/with 

the Chase Youngs or K’Lavon Chaissons…but with the discount that those guys are moving that quick at 

250+ pounds, while Baun is 238 pounds. 

Baun is a touch lighter than the top pass rush/edge prospects, and that fact plus his tape makes me see 

him as a linebacker prospect for sure – a 3-4 OLB who rushes the passer some, but is not a pass rush 

slave…he can drop into coverage or chase running plays with the best of them. Fundamentally sound, 

high energy, and smart to go with his upper end/B+ or A- type of athleticism – it all means he’s a nice 

NFL prospect, a legit conversation for the 1st-round (late 1st). 

There’s also a slight chance a team could see/convert him to a middle linebacker. He has the right size, 

plus size with the right athleticism/movement ability. I think he’s definitely more suited for OLB, but he 

may surprise as an ILB. 

Watching his tape versus Ohio State (2x) and Penn State and Michigan State…it’s all sound work/tape. I 

just marvel/appreciate how quickly he is moving around the field. He’s a limited pass rusher with upside 

– he doesn’t have many moves besides ‘try to run past the tackle blocking me’, but he will learn more 

pass rush skills at the next level. 

Baun is a raw piece of clay to work with…he can improve as a pass rusher, play all three downs as a 3-4 

OLB, and could move to ILB…or be used as a 4-3 DE if needed. He has the athleticism to 

play/start/succeed in the NFL, as well as the character and IQ. I’m on board with Baun…I was nonplussed 

prior. Live and learn… 
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Zack Baun, Through the Lens of Our OLB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Two games vs. Ohio State in 2019: 9.5 tackles, 1.0 TFLs, 1.0 sacks per game…with a career high game of 

8 solo tackles in their first meeting in 2019.  

Worrisome, a bit…5.0 of his 12.5 sacks in 2019 came against Kent State (3.0), and South Florida and 

Central Michigan. But he was still solid/productive otherwise…just a skew towards numbers coming 

against weaker teams.  

Had 2.5 sacks total in his career before breaking out in 2019.  

Three career bowl games…0.0 sacks and 0.0 TFLs.  

 

 

2020 NFL Combine Data: 

6’2.3”/238, 9 5/8” hands, 32.75” arms 

4.63 40-time, 2.74 20-yard, 1.65 10-yard 

4.31 shuttle, 7.00 three-cone 

24 bench reps, 32.5” vertical, 9’7” broad 

 

 

The Historical OLB Prospects to Whom Zack Baun Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Miles Burris was a very promising NFL linebacker…a 4th-round pick, 96 tackles as a rookie, 109 tackles 

his 3rd-season and then he got hurt and retired abruptly…and is now trying to make it as an actor.  

There are some solid NFL talents on the comp list, but also a few head fakes…guys who had athleticism 

and inflated senior year stats and never found a home in the NFL. I think Baun will ‘make it’ but getting 

lost in the NFL isn’t out of the question. 
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OLB 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

8.586 Baun Zack 2020 Wisconsin 6 2.3 238 7.58 9.20 7.83 

9.129 Burris Miles 2012 SD State 6 1.5 246 7.33 9.31 7.91 

7.303 Correa Kamalei 2016 Boise State 6 2.5 243 6.58 8.80 7.56 

7.871 Brown Sammy 2012 Houston 6 1.7 242 7.69 8.38 6.40 

8.831 Follett Zack 2009 California 6 1.7 236 8.97 8.92 5.69 

6.718 Taylor Hilee 2008 UNC 6 2.5 242 6.38 7.91 5.70 

5.161 Ford  Dee 2014 Clemson 6 2.1 242 5.51 9.29 8.02 

6.406 Haynes Marquis 2018 Ole Miss 6 2.3 235 6.21 7.50 6.16 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as a gauge of how physical the player 

is and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 

  

 

2020 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Baun is tracking as a top 50 overall pick for sure, and 50/50 showing late 1st-round or early 2nd-round at 

worst. In the end, I think early 2nd-round will be the right bet -- but late 1st is definitely in play. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’d love to work with Baun but there will likely be more freakish talents still 

available when Baun would be going off the board. Charlotte DE/OLB Alex Highsmith could be a 

cheaper, similar version of Baun…available round 3-4.  
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NFL Outlook:    

Should work fine…either as a nice OLB, rotational DE, or ILB convert possibility. He shouldn’t fail. Not 

sure how high is ceiling is compared to how high his draft stock is…but Baun won’t burn the GM that 

takes him.  
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