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NFL Draft 2020 Scouting Report: WR Brandon Aiyuk, 

Arizona State 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are typically less physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

This one is pretty simple… 

Do you want a very solid slot WR who is a nice punt/kick return man? Brandon Aiyuk is a fine option top 

consider. 

Is Aiyuk great? No. He’s just good, solid, capable. 

Aiyuk’s future is working out of the slot and playing more of a Julian Edelman type of role or an 

old Randall Cobb with Aaron Rodgers, in their heyday, type role. He’s a tough, fearless WR with solid, 

not blazing speed. He has fairly reliable hands. He has pretty quick feet, enough to get open in short 

spurts…he’s just not a guy who sprints past people. 

That is his mild downside -- that he is not a blazing speedster. Corners can keep up with him and play 

him tight, play him to the inside where he likely is going. They aren’t as worried he will just jet past 

them. He’s not slow, he’s just not a low 4.4s runner. He’s fast, quick enough to get open on short passes. 

He’s solid not spectacular with his raw speed. 

But there are two gifts Aiyuk does have that makes him a little more intriguing than a garden variety 

‘good’  interior receiver… 

1) He has very long arms…an 81” wingspan. He can reach/grab passes off the mark better than most. He 

can jam a corner playing in his face better than they can do it to him. If he can win the ‘draw’ of fastest 

arms up into the chest, he can push a corner off/away and the corner may not be able to jam him/reach 

his chest with Aiyuk fully extended out. It’s the little things to get open in that slot/interior role that 

really matter. 

Aiyuk was a JUCO player to start his college career, and he was always into Arizona State…he committed 

coming out of high school but got delayed. However, he was so good in the JUCO ranks that many other 

top programs came after him…like Alabama. The problem was most top college teams wanted to switch 
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him, and his long arms, to cornerback. He declined and stuck with ASU because they committed to him 

to be a receiver, and he ended up being a star in 2019. 

2) Aiyuk has a very unique gift of collision avoidance. Just an innate ability to move around people, 

defenders, tacklers and get through or by them without getting touched. He has like a sixth sense ‘feel’ 

for where everyone is and how to avoid them. 

You can see his avoidance ability with the ball in the open field. He’s a great bubble screen guy. He finds 

lanes in the traffic and just goes. It’s also why he was #1 in kick and punt return average in the PAC 12. 

  

You get more pros than cons with Aiyuk, and his gifts may be so subtle and somewhat hidden because 

he endured pretty crappy QB play in 2019 (and still had a terrific year). You’re getting a real, solid NFL 

interior WR with some upside…and the usefulness in all the return games. 

 

  

Brandon Aiyuk, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

#1 in the PAC 12 in kick return average (despite not returning a kick for a score) and #5 in the NCAA at 

31.9 per return. 

#1 in the PAC 12 in punt return average with a TD…and #3 in the NCAA at 16.1 per return. 

Accounted for 40%+ of his team’s passing game yards and TDs in the 12 games he played in 2019. He 

was the passing game producer for ASU, and (again) it was with a running QB who didn’t play well as a 

pro style pocket QB. Aiyuk’s style is going to pop with an Aaron Rodgers type QB as opposed to a Lamar 

Jackson type QB. 

It’s hard to really lean into Aiyuk’s productivity stats/numbers in tougher games/against better corners 

where he didn’t pop with his numbers against Michigan State or USC – a lot of his ‘meh’ games lay at the 

feet of the QB unable to work the interior as well against better defenses. 

 

2020 NFL Combine Measurables… 

5’11.5”/205, 9 ¾” hands, 33.5” arms 

4.50 40-time 

40” vertical, 10’8” broad jump, 11 bench press reps 
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The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Brandon Aiyuk Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

The type of game D.J. Moore played in 2019…interior tough guy worker, I think Aiyuk would be even 

better than Moore at it.  

When I saw Victor Cruz on the comp list…I thought that it made some real sense too…a guy who could 

play bigger than he was. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.844 2020 Aiyuk Brandon Arizona St. 5 11.5 205 8.10 7.30 8.93 

8.217 2018 Moore D.J. Maryland 6 0.0 210 9.07 7.43 7.78 

8.630 2010 Cruz Victor Massachusetts 5 11.5 206 12.10 7.61 9.75 

7.854 2019 Morgan Stanley Nebraska 6 0.0 202 9.26 8.45 9.61 

9.274 2011 Smith Torrey Maryland 6 0.9 204 11.91 12.70 8.51 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical-size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 
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“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

2020 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Aiyuk has a lot of positive draft ‘vibes’. He seems to track mostly as a 2nd-round mock draft 

pick…sometimes a 3rd-rounder, and occasionally a late 1st-rounder. In the end, I think he’s a solid 2nd-

rounder because of his return skills bonus.  

If I were an NFL GM, I’m ‘pro’ on Aiyuk’s NFL outlook…but I don’t know that I could spend a 2nd-round 

pick on it. There are other more important positional things to get in the 2nd-round than a slot wide 

receiver…especially if I did want to draft a slot WR and I could get Devin Duvernay instead.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

Aiyuk should be fine in the NFL. He could be really productive in the right offense. He could also get lost 

in the wrong/non-pro style passing game and have a mediocre start to his career.   

 

 

 

Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

3/13/2020 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

