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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: WR Jamal Custis, 

Syracuse 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are typically less physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  
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One of my favorite WR prospects for 2019 is Syracuse’s tall, one-year wonder Jamal Custis. After playing 

7 games in four years (2014-2017) due to redshirting and injuries, Custis finally put together a complete 

season in 2018, catching 51 passes for 906 yards and 6 TDs. 

It would be easy to skate past Custis as a legit prospect. He missed a bunch games/was a nobody for 

four seasons and then had a good, but not amazing breakout 2018 season. He hasn’t earned any lofty 

draft standing from the scouting community. 

Custis was an invite to the East-West Shrine game, where he had an attention getting week of 

practice…enough to draw an NFL Combine invite after. His 6’4” frame with 82” wingspan and nearly 11” 

hands are hard to ignore. 

…hard to ignore when you see his 2018 work is a collection of stunning catches – many of them deep 

down the field, using his big body and long arms (and basketball skills) to work smaller corners. He has a 

gift you cannot teach – height and reach. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Big/tall is nice, but there are several WR prospects every year who generate a little draft heat for their 

size, but don’t have the athleticism or hand skills to matter at the next level. Custis has skills to examine. 

I’ve watched a lot of Custis tape this past few months. He first caught my attention in doing preview 

work on the East-West prospects…I couldn’t believe what I was seeing, a prospect like this at the East-

West game? I watched more tape on him than any other East-West prospect because I was so smitten 

from my first exposure. I watched more tape ahead of the NFL Combine, and doing some more research 

for this report. I asked other people I trust to look at him and tell me if was crazy/had lost it…I liked him 

so, but he had no real draft heat. 

There are three things that just jump out at me about Custis that may make him a sweet sleeper 

prospect for the NFL… 

 

(1) Hands. 

I’ve seen some reporting dismissing him because of his hands. I think those reports are quick internet 

scout takes where they can easily dismiss a prospect the mainstream isn’t yammering about with 

negatives about their ‘hands’ or ‘routes’…and they can sound like you they know what they’re talking 

about. Who’s really watching deep Jamal Custis tape? So, you take their negative notations and move 

on.   

You could watch this 3-minute highlight reel and know ‘hands’ are not a negative for Custis… (and I get a 

highlight reel is not proof positive but just tell me as this tape goes on, and builds…do those look 

like ‘bad hands’?). 

(link) https://youtu.be/GA-4YAnERxA 

There’s value in a 6’4” wide receiver with huge hands that makes a living catching passes over the top of 

coverage. He doesn’t have to be Julian Edelman or Tyreek Hill or DeAndre Hopkins… he can make it 

by just being a deep ball threat on his size and concentration/catch ability. 

 

(2) Burst/fast feet. 

Here’s the hidden ability for Custis – his burst/his feet. It may not seem like it to the analytics people 

because his NFL 40-time was good (for his size) at 4.50, and his 10-yard burst was solid at 1.60…but his 

agility times were ‘meh’ at 4.46 shuttle/7.23 three-cone (Pro Day). Some guys just have an ‘it’ off the 

snap…they can move their feet so quickly from a standstill that they can get open quick, juke a pressing 

corner, change directions on a route on a dime. I believe Custis has this near immeasurable ability. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
https://youtu.be/GA-4YAnERxA


 2019 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

APRIL 22, 2019 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 3  
 

When you have a 6’4” WR with a big ‘reach’ who can beat corners off the snap with quick feet…you 

have the foundation of a real weapon for the NFL. Maybe not a #1 WR/Pro Bowl ace, but a real offensive 

threat/weapon for a high functioning passing game. 

 

(3) Special Teams. 

This 6’4” WR prospect is tough…he was a notable special team guy, especially on punt coverage – often 

the first guy down the field trying to make the play. He had 3 tackles and a fumble recovery in 2018. 

Custis can groom his WR skills while offering an NFL team a giant special teamer to utilize. Without the 

special team ability, Custis is a for sure practice squad guy in 2019. But with his special team offerings, 

he might make a 53-man as a #5-6 WR working his way up via the vaunted special teams. 

  

Custis has too many positives and too much upside to ignore. If he were 6’1” with average reach…no 

one really cares. But a guy his size with his reach and his willingness on special teams – there’s 

something here. He’s a salt of the earth young man, smart and humble, and almost played some hoops 

for Syracuse but he couldn’t stay healthy early on in his career to juggle double duty. 

 

  

Jamal Custis, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Debut game as a starter in 2018…vs. Western Michigan – 6 catches for 168 yards, 2 TDs. 

Played 13 games to accumulate his numbers, but consider Syracuse ran a backup QB for two games late 

in the season, due to a starter’s injury – and they were the two worst statistical output games of Custis’s 

2018 season. 

Ignore those two games, and Custis averaged 4.4 catches, 80.1 yards, and 0.55 TDs per game in 2018 

season. 

Also, consider in all this that Syracuse’s passing game in general was not great all season. As I watched 

the tape, Custis was open A LOT, right off the jump but Syracuse QB Eric Dungey was hellbent on 

running the ball A LOT…too much. He was a weak/average athlete at QB but led the team in rushing 

attempts…if that tells you anything. It was ridiculous watching the 2018 Syracuse offense on tape. On a 

different/better passing offense…Custis could’ve really lit up the stat sheets. 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2019 NFL Combine/Pro Day Measurables… 

6’4.1”/214, 10.87” hands, 33.87” arms 

4.50 40-time, 2.65 20-yard, 1.60 10-yard 

4.46 shuttle, 7.23 three-cone 

34.5” vertical, 10’4” broad jump 

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Jamal Custis Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

If Custis is another Mitch Matthews, then he’s another WR prospect only I see the upside in…and he’ll 

never get the shot to show it/stay healthy to show it on the bigger stage. My proclamations will be 

deemed failures.  

Where Custis might differ from Matthews, who was a tall-reach-excellent high pointer WR prospect like 

Custis, is that Custis is physical…a special team guy like Mack Hollins, and that may afford him more 

chances to develop as a receiver while he serves his time on special teams. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngt

h 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metri

c 

Hands
' 

Metric 

7.192 2019 Custis Jamal Syracuse 6 4.1 214 5.48 3.22 8.23 

7.185 2016 Mathews Mitch BYU 6 6.5 222 6.82 3.90 9.09 

5.167 2017 Hollins Mack UNC 6 4.0 221 8.40 3.49 6.09 

6.027 2012 Quick Brian Appalachian St 6 3.6 220 6.80 2.64 8.31 

6.174 2012 Floyd Michael Notre Dame 6 3.0 220 8.54 4.48 8.35 

5.629 2014 Jones Seantavius Valdosta St 6 3.4 209 3.69 2.75 7.55 

5.302 2017 Patrick Tim Utah   6 4.1 208 5.36 4.11 7.13 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Big-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Big-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is 

more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Big-WR. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, and rated historically in 

our database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/to create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance. Everything 

combining to project catch-abilities for the next level. 

 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see some late round projections, but mostly UDFA predictions. I’d guess his East-West week and his 

Combine work plus his size-reach-special teams gets him taken as a flyer 7th-round. 

If I were an NFL GM, I make this pick 6th-7th-round to take a shot on finding a real WR weapon who 

gives me some special teams options. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

As with most late-round/UDFA type guys, the odds are against him. He’s going to have to grind for an 

opportunity over the next few years. I think Custis has the chance, due to special teams, to hang around 

and get noticed for his receiving skills…and hopefully he emerges sooner-rather-than-later. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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