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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: ILB Blake Cashman, 

Minnesota 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

  

I just watched/studied Michigan OLB prospect Devin Bush right before going into the Blake 

Cashman deeper-dive. I was wondering if Cashman might be on par with Devin White and Devin Bush, 

and after watching/studying them all in the same time frame, I concluded Cashman was just a slightly 

poorer man’s version of White or Bush. 

However, considering White and Bush will go 1st-round and Cashman not until day-three of the draft…it 

makes Cashman an intriguing value. 

You wouldn’t think it at first glance, but Cashman is actually bigger than both White and Bush by a few 

inches and just a few pounds (equal weight to White, actually). Cashman has a little lankier a frame (a 

former defensive back when he first got to Minnesota), but he’s still a legit ILB prospect 

and probably deserves to be a top 100 prospect. 

Cashman has everything Devin Bush has to offer, as a prospect, except for the big hits on the highlight 

reel…and Bush tested just a hair faster in the 40-time and the three-cone. Cashman is fast, reacts and 

moves about as quickly as Bush. Both are good/great form tacklers. Both cover the pass well with their 

fast feet…Cashman a tick better than Bush as a cover guy. When I watched the tape, I was impressed 

with Cashman…he’s a very solid+ NFL hand. 

Cashman is also everything you want in the locker room too – a former walk on who built up his body, 

moved from safety to linebacker as a sophomore, earned a scholarship and became a team leader in 

tackles and a team captain in 2018. He’s smart, tough, sound, and fearless. 

I was hoping to see something a little more special that might make him a better prospect than the 

Devins, at linebacker, but I’d say he’s as good or just a half-step behind those guys. You’re getting a very 

good NFL player, although I’m not sure ‘great’ is coming…but he’s definitely good and an NFL starter 

talent. 
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Blake Cashman, Through the Lens of Our ILB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Had a quiet first three seasons for Minnesota, but under the new coaches, he flourished in 2018 – 104 

tackles, 15.0 TFLs, and 5 passes defended. 

Had 13 tackles and 2.0 TFLs against his toughest opponent in 2018 – at Ohio State. He registered a 20 

tackle game (8 solos) against Northwestern. He made 10 solo tackles in a game against Indiana in 2018. 

When given the chance to start for a full season – Cashman produced. 

 

2019 NFL Combine Measurables… 

6’1.1”/237, 8.8” hands, 30.1” arms 

4.50 40-time, 2.63 20-yard, 1.57 10-yard 

4.12 shuttle, 6.95 three-cone 

18 bench press, 37.5” vertical, 10’4” broad  

 

 

The Historical ILB Prospects to Whom Blake Cashman Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

The Durant and Kendricks comps would mean Cashman will have a nice NFL career. The Wilson and 

Heeney comps means he could get overlooked and/or is more measurables than reality. I see more 

comps with Cashman as solid-good than not in our data.   

 

ILB Score Last First Yr 
 

College H H W   Tackle, 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed, 
Agility 
Metric 

7.139 Cashman  Blake 2019 Minnesota 6 1.1 237 
 

8.42 12.17 

8.614 Durant Justin 2007 Hampton 6 0.7 230 
 

8.84 11.27 

8.088 Wilson Eric 2017 Cincinnati 6 1.1 230 
 

8.57 8.63 

9.788 Kendricks Mychal 2012 Cal 5 11.2 240 
 

10.57 13.16 

10.474 Heeney Ben  2015 Kansas   6 0.2 231 
 

10.30 8.57 
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*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An attempt 

to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as to gauge how physical the player is, and the 

likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more 

ground. 

 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see Cashman as high as the 4th-round and as low as the 6th-round. Guys like him, good players who 

don’t have the name hype, usually go in the 5th-round as solid ILB prospects. He would also fit nicely as 

a 4-3 OLB. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’d rather have Cashman at his expected price than either of the Devins. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

I suspect Cashman will be overlooked for a year or two, then become a solid starter, and have a decent 

NFL career.  
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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