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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: OLB/DE Porter Gustin, USC 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

Here’s what intrigued me enough to find out more about Porter Gustin… 

2017…four games played, 3.0 TFLs/3.0 sacks. 

2018…six games played, 10.0 TFLs/7.5 sacks 

  

In the past two seasons, Gustin has averaged 1.3 TFLs and 1.05 sacks per game. Those are stellar 

numbers. BUT he only played 10 games in those two seasons combined. BUT he was an impact player 

from his PAC-12 freshman year on…a hybrid linebacker/defensive end who was playing all the games 

and winning awards for his play – BUT then he missed a bunch of games and fell off the radar, to a 

degree, due to the injuries. 

What happened? 

2017 – Broken toe and bicep injury. 

2018 – Broken ankle 

He’s also dealt with screws in his foot having issues and needing to be dealt with during his USC days. A 

very promising player, with a very thick injury file. 

…BUT when he has played, of late, he’s been a TFL/sack machine. Enough so that he was an NFL 

Combine invite. I had to see what was up. 

I’ll keep it succinct… 

 -- Physical freak…from a body sculpting standpoint. Hasn’t had any sweet treats touch his lips in a 

decade+. Blends most of his meals into green/odd shake combinations and drives everyone around him 

crazy with it. 

I’ve seen video of him working out without a shirt…we’d all feel shamed. He’s a workout and health ‘nut’ 

(in a good way). No one wants ‘it’ more than Gustin. 

 -- Watching him pre-injuries at USC…very quick, mobile, fluid OLB/DE who played the run well and could 

get after the backfield as well. 

 -- Watching him 2017 and 2018…different athlete. Moved more stiffly and was ‘reduced’ to a 4-3 

defensive end pass rusher who was a run game liability. 
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However, a very good pass rusher…moves and technique-wise. Gustin uses everything he’s got to 

pressure the backfield – leverage/strength/power moves and when he gets blocked, he twists and 

contorts out of it to get back in pursuit. One of the best technique pass rushers, best ‘will to win’ pass 

rushers I’ve watched this year…and, thus, all the TFLs/sacks the past two seasons, in limited game 

play, make sense. 

The problem is he doesn’t have enough juice left in his legs to do much besides rush the passer. He’s a 

‘head down and go’ guy who too often sees run plays fly by him and runners make moves past him in 

the open field. 2015-16 Gustin would chase those guys down. 2017-18 Gustin was struggling to chase 

after ballcarriers. He’ll get to the backfield well but doesn’t offer much more after that…though that’s a 

gift in its own right. 

However, if you could take the best of Gustin’s ‘spring in his step’ from 2015-16 and merge it with 2017-

18 pass rush excellence Gustin – then you’d have something special. The question is…will Gustin get that 

spring back, that fluidity…or is it gone for good? 

Worst case, you’re getting a viable NFL pass rusher…a situational/rotational 4-3 DE. BUT one who often 

tends to be injured. 

Best case, Gustin adds/gains back his flexibility/fluidity and becomes an NFL star off the EDGE. 

With Gustin, ten scouts would have ten different opinions depending on where they focus. He’s not sure 

thing, but at a certain point in this draft or after…he’s worth a look to see if you might stumble into 

something special. He’s as dedicated/hard-working as you’re going to find, but his body may not allow 

him to ever be an impact/star NFL player. 

…the fact that we can wonder about him becoming an impact player, with all the ‘Ifs’ – makes him worth 

a gamble/look at some point. 

Also note – was a baseball star in high school (possessed a 90+ mph fastball) and was a top javelin 

thrower. Gustin is a unique specimen, and I’m hoping he shines through. He definitely gives it all he’s 

got. He may end up being a top strength and conditioning coach someday. 

 

  

Porter Gustin, Through the Lens of Our OLB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Had at least one TFL in 13 of his last 15 games. Had at least one sack in nine of his last 15 games. Last 15 

games tally = 20.0 TFLs, 14.0 sacks – that’s pretty salty. 

In 2016, USC opened with Alabama. Gustin posted 9 tackles (8 solo), 1.5 TFLs, 1.0 sacks in that game. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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In his last 19 games played, USC is 17-2. USC was 8-8 the past two seasons when he wasn’t playing. 

2.0 sacks in a game in three of his last 8 games. 

  

2019 NFL Combine Measurables… 

6’4.4”/255, 10.0” hands, 33” arms 

4.69 40-time, 2.76 20-yard, 1.63 10-yard 

DNP agility drills (smart) 

31 bench reps, 35.5” vertical, 9’11” broad jump 

 

2019 NFL Combine Measurables… 

6’4.4”/255, 10.0” hands, 33” arms 

4.69 40-time, 2.76 20-yard, 1.63 10-yard 

DNP agility drills (smart) 

31 bench reps, 35.5” vertical, 9’11” broad jump 

 

 

The Historical OLB Prospects to Whom Porter Gustin Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I like the Kyle Emmanuel comp (FCS college pass rush star who struggled to make an impact in the 

pros)…it fits but becoming a sneaky sack-meister like Ngakoue is not off the table. A lot of ‘but…’ with 

Gustin, but also a lot of ‘if…’ potential too. 

As a DE: Jeremiah Attaochu was a sack craftsman in college, and showed flashes in the NFL…but injuries 

brought him down. I fear that’s Gustin’s path. I hope not.  
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OLB 
Grade 

Last First Draft Yr College H H W Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

7.441 Gustin Porter 2019 USC 6 4.4 255 9.85 1.40 8.33 

8.155 Attaochu Jeremiah 2014 Ga Tech 6 3.2 252 10.31 3.94 8.85 

6.488 Hunter Dimick 2017 Utah 6 3.0 268 10.00 3.47 7.45 

6.459 Breslin Morgan 2014 USC 6 1.3 240 9.07 3.24 7.42 

5.770 Ngakoue Yannick 2016 Maryland 6 2.0 252 9.15 2.55 7.94 

2.322 Ortiz Josue 2012 Harvard 6 4.4 253 8.44 1.44 7.11 

 

 

OLB 
Grade 

Last First Draft Yr College H H W Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

7.284 Gustin  Porter 2019 USC 6 4.4 255 7.46 8.02 5.99 

6.775 Emmanuel Kyle 2015 N. Dakota St 6 3.2 255 6.25 8.77 6.56 

6.497 Ngakoue Yannick 2016 Maryland 6 2.0 252 5.98 5.73 4.61 

7.362 Williams Trevardo 2013 U Conn 6 1.2 241 6.45 9.67 8.96 

15.165 Suggs Terrell 2003 Arizona St 6 3.3 257 9.44 14.48 12.21 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as a gauge of how physical the player 

is and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 
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2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I see mostly late-round or undrafted rankings of Gustin, a few 5th-round rankings. I’d guess he’s going to 

get drafted just based upon the positives, ignoring the injuries, and coaches liking his total tough guy 

(real) persona.  

If I were an NFL GM, I’d watch to see if Gustin slid. At a certain point, I might be a buyer…some higher-

end pass rush skills, with production in a major conference, held back by injury from being a top 50-100 

prospect. At a certain point, you roll the dice…that’s what the draft is for.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

No clue.  

Could be constantly hurt, a preseason star who never translates to the starting lineup.  

Or…could get healthy, flexible, and become a shock 8-10+ sack a season guy that people lament they 

didn’t draft as a bargain when they had the chance.  

I see as many reasons to bet on him as against him.  
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