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When I started studying Josh Allen deeper for this report, my initial thoughts going in were – good-not-

great measurables…there are plenty of other prospects in his height/weight range with similar or better 

speed-agility numbers. I also remembered my preview scouting ahead of the NFL Combine on Allen…I 

thought Allen was really good, but I wasn’t ready to drop ‘great’ yet. 

Once we uploaded all the data on Allen into our computer scouting models, and considered him as an 

OLB and a DE prospect, the computer loved him at/near the top of all others as an OLB prospect and 

right up there with the top 5 or so DE prospects. 

With the computer data telling me I was about to see ‘great’, I put on the tape…and after watching 

several games -- I still don’t want to pull the ‘great’ trigger. I see the greatness in Nick Bosa and Montez 

Sweat. I’m only half there with Allen. I see that he is really good, but top 3-5 or best in the draft type 

EDGE guy? I don’t see it/feel it when I watch his tape. Let me explain… 

What I like… 

Allen is obviously athletic. He has a 1st-round draft pick speed-agility-strength-size combo for sure. He 

moves around the field fluidly. You can drop him into coverage. He plays the run solidly – he’s not just a 

‘head down’ pass rusher…he sees the field well. He doesn’t have great DE pass rush moves, more a case 

of being big and fast and will get by blockers when they aren’t on their game. Allen didn’t bum rush the 

backfield every play, so blockers got lulled to sleep on Allen’s speed blitz sometimes. 

You get it all with Allen…NFL athleticism, NFL size, great effort, solid human you want to root for (was a 

two-star high school prospect), a team captain, a pleasure to talk to/be around. He was also highly 

productive for the last three seasons, and especially productive in 2018 (the 2018 Bronko Nagurski 

award for top defensive player in the NCAA). 

Everything points to an ‘A’ prospect, and I’d say he is in the A-B grade range for sure. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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What holds me back from ‘A+’ is watching him on tape…against top opposition. Kentucky didn’t play 

Alabama or LSU or Auburn the past two seasons. The only powerhouse SEC team they faced the past 

two years was Georgia – and Allen averaged just 4.0 total tackles, 1.0 solo tackles, and 0.0 sacks or TFLs 

per game. I watched the tape – Georgia’s linemen had no issues blocking him. I’d watch mid and/lesser 

SEC teams get their left or right tackle burned by an Allen speed rush a few times. However, against 

Georgia…the tackles were eating him up. Georgia’s blocking tight end (#89, whoever that is, in 2018) 

handled Allen no problem. 

In his 2019 bowl game, Allen had 3.0 sacks in the game versus Penn State. One of them was a broken 

assignment – he had a free run/shot at the QB. Most of the game he was taken out, but he did get a 

speed rush sack past a guy like he was standing still. I saw a couple nice displays from Allen, but I didn’t 

leave the Penn State bowl game watch thinking he was a god, and I left the Georgia tape thinking he was 

overrated. I didn’t think this about Montez Sweat or Nick Bosa when I watched them against top 

competition…and I so wanted to see flaws in Bosa, but they weren’t there. 

Better teams/athletes halted Allen in the few times he drew them the past two seasons. It’s not a 

crime…it’s just not an A+/#1 prospect in 2019 material. Middle/lesser teams had blockers get beaten by 

Allen’s speed. It makes me wonder when Allen faces the best of the best in the pros, whether he’ll just 

disappear into ‘good/OK’. 

Allen will be a good pro regardless of my quibble over ‘A’ vs. ‘B’ grade. He has the size-speed-strength 

combo along with solid character to be a very useful/good, possibly great, NFL player. I like him more as 

a 3-4 OLB where he is a surprise pass rusher. As a 4-3 DE, I don’t think he has the juice or the moves to 

be an NFL star…he’d be good, but not ‘great’. As a 3-4 DE, he could get to great quicker in the bigs. 

 

 

Josh Allen, Through the Lens of Our OLB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Against Mississippi State 2x, Georgia 2x, Texas A&M 1x (5 games) the past two seasons (his top SEC 

opponents faced): 4.6 total tackles, 2.0 solo tackles, 0.60 TFLs, 0.20 sacks per game. Those are terrible 

numbers compared to the devastation Allen wrought on all his other opponents…and it’s worrisome. 

Allen has 31.0 sacks over the past three seasons…which is excellent. However, 13.5 of those 

sacks/nearly half came against Southern Miss (4.0), New Mexico State (1.0) Austin Peay (1.0), Eastern 

Kentucky (1.0), Eastern Michigan (1.5), Central Michigan (3.0), Middle Tenn State (2.0). 

Allen compiled on the weak, to a degree. 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2019 NFL Combine Measurements… 

6’4.7”/262 8.6” hands, 33.5” arms 

4.63 40-time, 2.70 20-yard, 1.63 10-yard 

4.23 shuttle, 7.15 three-cone 

28 bench press, 33.5” vertical, 9’10” broad jump 

 

These measurables land right in the range of similar-sized prospects, but those guys don’t have the same 

‘heat’ Allen does.  

Chase Winovich is measured faster than Allen across the board in every category. 

Brian Burns is as fast as Allen. 

Ben Banogu is a touch faster.  

Maxx Crosby is the same size, speed, etc., as Allen…and he may not go top 100. 

 

I know Allen is good, but is he worth this white-hot draft stock momentum he’s getting? I’d argue…no. 

So would Bill Belichick probably – he’s not baited into taking ‘good’ talent with a top 10 pick; that’s why 

he’s never picking in the top 10. 

 

 

The Historical OLB Prospects to Whom Josh Allen Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Most of the computer comps are very favorable on Allen. He’s almost assured of some success in the 

NFL…with the upside that he’s a Pro Bowl/franchise type player; on paper. 

Personally, though they come up as comps, I thought that Watt-Mack-Landry were way better based 

on tape sessions and mostly better on their computer analysis as well. 

 

 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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OLB 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

9.342 Allen Josh 2019 Kentucky 6 4.7 262 7.94 11.15 9.20 

8.898 Watt T.J. 2017 Wisconsin 6 4.4 252 6.01 11.03 10.59 

9.615 Hughes Jerry 2010 TCU 6 1.6 255 6.67 10.38 9.04 

4.471 Holmes Tyrone 2016 Montana 6 2.2 253 5.77 8.16 7.43 

10.113 Mack Khalil 2014 Buffalo 6 2.5 251 9.18 9.05 7.79 

10.671 Landry Harold 2018 Boston Coll 6 2.3 252 7.16 12.59 9.86 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as a gauge of how physical the player 

is and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 

  

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Allen is going top 10. I see a lot of heat for him in the top 3-5…I don’t think it’s going to happen. Kyler 

Murray is going #1. Bosa-Sweat will go ahead of Allen, as will Quinnen Williams. Devin White is going #5 

to Tampa, lock that in. Ed Oliver is more likely top 5 than Allen, in my book and conversations. #6-10 is 

where I bet Allen goes.  

I’m pro-Allen, but I’m not paying that draft price. If I’m paying up, I want ‘special’…I’m not convinced 

Allen is special.  

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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NFL Outlook:    

Will be good. The question is whether he’ll ever be great or whether he’ll fall to mediocre, especially 

compared to expectations. I think he’ll be good, but forgettable; kinda.  
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