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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: DT Christian Wilkins, 

Clemson 

*DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked Wonderlic 

test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

Lost in the blaring spotlight of the 2019 high-end defensive tackle prospects Ed Oliver and Quinnen 

Williams is a guy like Christian Wilkins. A mid-1st-round projection. A lauded prospect. In another year, 

a top 10 overall guy, but this draft is so loaded at the top that Wilkins is pushed into the middle of the 

1st-round on most people’s boards. Does he deserve top 10 status…or is this is another guy with the 

right label (‘Clemson’) getting an undeserved push? 

I tend to believe the Clemson and Alabama guys are overrated before I even start studying them, so I 

went into the Wilkins study a bit jaded…and I had just finished deeper work on Ed Oliver and Quinnen 

Williams – so I was ready for a letdown with Wilkins, but I have to say I was pleasantly surprised. 

Wilkins does not have the measured athleticism of Oliver-Williams, but there are things he brings to the 

table for the debate among them. Most notably, for me, Wilkins is as good/better than Oliver-Williams 

at getting off the snap and maneuvering/slithering past blockers and getting into the backfield. 

Williams is a stronger force among this trio (Oliver, Wilkins, Williams)…a lethal combo of size-speed-

strength. Oliver is the fastest (and very strong)…give him any opening and he will get to the QB or 

ballcarrier in no time flat. Where Wilkins is better is in his ability to quickly shuffle his feet and 

contort/dart past any blocker and penetrate the line of scrimmage. I watched all three guys in detail the 

last 48 hours…Wilkins stood out to me as the one with the best moves and maneuvering, but not the 

best athlete overall. 

The ‘athlete’ and speed part is important because I’d see Wilkins slice past a guard or center and if the 

play or ballcarrier wasn’t in his zone/area, he didn’t have the full speed to go pursue/get to something 5-

6-7+ yards away. Wilkins is great to have in the trenches making plays in the trenches…dirty work…but 

he’s not going to light up the highlight reels with sacks and big plays. He will bring pressure because he 

penetrates the line so well, but actually getting to the sack, etc., is more left to chance that the ball 

carrier or QB is in the area. I don’t mean to demean him with that…more, I think he gets unfairly hit 

(scouting-wise) because he doesn’t have the exciting play ability of the other top guys. What he does 

have is the every play ability. I was surprised by how often Oliver and Williams got blocked up the 

middle…not as great at using moves to win a battle with a blocker as I expected, but I was 

pleasantly surprised how well Wilkins did use his moves and shiftiness to get by blockers. 

Wilkins is a DT you won’t really notice in normal game flow, but you really would like to have him on 

your team. 
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And don’t think he’s merely a good player playing on a great D-Line and having advantages…I thought I 

might go there before I started studying him, but it really wasn’t true as I watched. Just isolating on 

Wilkins, you can see he is his own force. I watched him in the 2017 playoffs vs. Alabama, and again in 

the 2018 season – same guy, not fazed by the Alabama blocking. Was trouble to block on most plays – 

and in 2018 season vs. Alabama, his top running mate DT Dexter Lawrence didn’t play…and Wilkins just 

created the same havoc. 

Wilkins is a really nice DT prospect…you could argue whether he’s a ‘B’ grade or ‘A’ grade, but he’s 

starter talent for the NFL either way. 

Not only do you get a day one starting DT with Wilkins, but you get a great locker room and team 

representative – a permanent captain for Clemson, and the first scholarship player at Clemson to ever 

graduate in 2.5 years. He’s smart, personable, and well-presented/spoken. You want Wilkins on your 

team. He might not be a ‘franchise’ DT prospect or ‘generational talent’, but he’s really good and a great 

person. 

  

Christian Wilkins, Through the Lens of Our DT Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Here’s a crazy thing…Wilkins had a four-year career and played in seven CFB playoff games. How great 

has Clemson been? It can get lost behind Alabama’s mystique. He averaged 3.7 tackles, 0.35 TFLs, 0.15 

sacks in all his playoff games over 4 years of play. Not bad…not great.  

Registered at least 0.5 TFLs in a game in 17 of his last 23 games.  

Rushed for 2 TDs in his college career and caught a TD pass as well. Two catches in his career…a 1-yard 

TD and a 31-yard catch. Those fast feet… 

In 2016, Wilkins registered a very high-end (for a DT) 9 passes defended. He had 15 passes defended in 

his career. Quinnen Williams had one PD his entire career.  

 

2019 NFL Combine Measurables… 

6’3.2”/315, 9.8” hands, 32.5” arms 

5.04 40-time, 1.76 10-yard 

4.55 shuttle, DNP three-cone 

28 bench reps, 29.5” vertical, 8’11” broad jump 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical DT Prospects to Whom Christian Wilkins Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Wilkins has comps in our system analysis mostly with productive but non-household name DTs…and 

that’s just the way I think of him. Never a star, but really good and desired (and well-paid) for an NFL 4-3 

defense.  

 

DT 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H W Power 
Strgth 

Speed 
Agility 

Pass 
Rusher 

Tackle 
rating 

NT 
Profile 

8.195 Wilkins  Christian 2019 Clemson 75.2 315 8.68 7.66 7.42 6.62 5.76 

8.269 Clark Kenny 2016 UCLA 74.5 314 9.34 5.86 6.97 8.52 8.13 

9.516 Dareus Marcell 2011 Alabama 75.1 319 9.05 6.86 8.32 6.60 5.06 

8.487 Brown Malcom 2015 Texas 74.3 319 9.20 5.67 7.85 8.46 7.25 

3.137 Williams Nicholas 2013 Samford 76.4 309 7.46 6.05 6.16 3.35 4.95 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DTs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an NFL elite DT. 

All of the DT ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to classify the DT 

prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DT, and/or a DT prospect who has nose tackle 

capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. A unique measuring 

system to look for DTs who profile for quickness, and/or a DT prospect who might have some DE 

capabilities. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded 

historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify whether a 

particular DT is likely to achieve high sack totals in the NFL. We know the ‘system’/scheme the DT goes 

on to play in has a part in future success...but so do the player’s skills and performance history. 

Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, graded historically 

for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the DT as one more likely to 

be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower scoring DTs in this 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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sub-category tend to be more pure ‘pluggers’, and not as active on the stat sheet. It also gives some 

insight of the ‘toughness’ of a player, if it is possible to quantify that (this is our attempt to). 

NT Profile = This is an attempt to show which of these DT prospects has a profile to become a pure nose 

tackle/‘space-eater’ in the middle. It is not a 1–10 scale rating of a prospect’s skill/profile, it’s an attempt 

to point us in a direction of what this DT can be useful as (or not). Some DT prospects will grade off the 

charts on the NT profile, essentially a worst-case scenario of “put him in the middle and just let him be a 

wall.” There is NFL value in that ‘ability’. 

  

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

He’s a 1st-round prospect for everyone, but mostly a #10+ overall type of prospect. I think he’ll go 

between #15-30 overall come draft day.  

If I were an NFL GM, I'm interested in Wilkins but not changing my draft strategy around landing him. 

He’s good not special…and that’s still good. I’d like to have him, but only at the right price and if in need. 

At a certain point, if he falls…he’s a best available grab but that’s more if he falls to the 2nd-round, 

which will very likely not happen.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

A solid draft pick, a solid player and solid NFL career. We won’t talk about him as one of the best, but 

we’ll all respect him. He’ll be an underappreciated player who is better than his name recognition.  
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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