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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: WR D.J. 

Montgomery, Austin Peay 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are typically less physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

As soon as I saw the Pro Day numbers come in, I had to jump in and do a study to see if there was 

something hot here – D.J. Montgomery reporting in at 6’1+”/201 with a 4.43 40-time, 1.52 10-yard split, 

a 6.69 three-cone, and 37.5” vertical. Just going by measurables, those are 1st/2nd-round draft pick 

numbers. 

After my deeper research, sadly, I had to call off the dogs a bit. Montgomery is still a prospect that 

should be a very early call after the draft, and I’ll explain why in a moment, but I was hoping to get 

blown away when I started watching the tape and looking at the numbers – and I wasn’t. 

Let’s talk about the bad, and then get into the good/promising… 

Montgomery was a JUCO star who only leveraged that into going to play for FCS Austin Peay. In his first 

season, as a junior/2017, Montgomery didn’t produce much. In 2018, he broke out some – 42 catches 

for 797 yards and 10 TDs. Not ‘wow’ numbers, but Austin Peay’s quarterback play left a lot to be 

desired. 

The issue with Montgomery’s production is – he had about 2-3 great output games, mostly against 

bottom of the barrel competition in his lower level of college play. Against better Ohio Valley 

Conference teams, and in their opener at Georgia…nothing/not much in the ways of 

performance/output. I wanted to see star numbers…I didn’t see them. 

On tape, I was hoping to see a speed demon blowing past everyone on the field…I didn’t see that either. 

He was definitely better than the average OVC wide receiver/player but not so ‘wow’ as to get you super 

excited about him as a shock NFL prospect. 

In general, a disappointing study of his career and tape. After getting excited just based on the Pro Day 

report, I was let down. 
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On the good side – Montgomery has really good hands. He had to play with quarterbacks who couldn’t 

throw a spiral 50% of the time. His tape is filled with him constantly making adjustment catches, leaping 

up, over, around, etc., defenders to make the play on bad passes. I was thinking he might be a speedster 

with shaky hands…but I saw very good WR play, though not as quick/fast as I’d hoped. 

There are raw skills here with Montgomery, if those Pro Day numbers are anything close to reality plus 

his promising hands. There’s something here, maybe not to draft, but to consider as a UDFA. 

 

  

D.J. Montgomery, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Against lower level Presbyterian, OVC opponents…1-win Tennessee Tech, and 2-win Tennessee Martin, 

and 3-win Eastern Illinois… 

5.5 catches, 102.5 yards, 1.0 TDs per game (and all three of his 100+ yard games in 2018).  

 

Against D1 Georgia, OVC opponents 9-win Jacksonville State, 9-win SE Missouri, and 7-win Eastern Ky… 

3.0 catches, 43.8 yards, 0.50 TDs per game.  

 

Despite his size and (Pro Day) speed, Montgomery was not used for punt or kick returns…a minor red 

flag. He ran the ball 8 times for Austin Peay…for just 31 yards, 3.9 yards per carry.  

 

2019 Pro Day Measurables… 

6’1.4”/201 

4.43 40-time, 2.60 20-yard, 1.52 10-yard 

4.36 shuttle, 6.69 three-cone 

7 bench reps, 37.5” vertical, 10’7” broad jump 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical WR Prospects to Whom D.J. Montgomery Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

The comps are not all bad news…Montgomery is tracking mostly with a lot of ‘scrappy’ WR prospects 

who made to some NFL playing time/had some moments…but never sustained them (and we’ll see 

about Deon Cain).  

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr. 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

4.703 2019 Montgomery D.J. Austin Peay 6 1.4 201 5.24 7.26 7.82 

4.808 2013 Newbern Michael Bethel 6 1.4 202 7.24 8.41 6.52 

2.757 2017 Hansen Chad Cal 6 1.7 202 2.21 7.89 7.88 

5.158 2018 Cain Deon Clemson 6 1.7 202 3.83 6.48 6.57 

6.868 2009 Ogletree Kevin Virginia    6 0.4 196 7.15 11.37 7.86 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ 

is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-

WR. 

All the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, and rated historically in 

our database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/to create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance. Everything 

combining to project catch-abilities for the next level. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Not enough ‘wow’ factor in his production or on tape to get drafted. He’s a UDFA for sure.  

If I were an NFL GM, I’m interested in Montgomery as a higher priority UDFA. Why? I’ll give him a look at 

WR, but what I’m seeing is the possible conversion to cornerback at 6’1” with 4.4+ speed and 6.6+ 

three-cone. He might not have the toughness for it, but there is that additional hope with him as a 

prospect.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

Gets a UDFA look this year. Is a practice squad WR who either never makes it to the show or has a cup of 

coffee.  

As a cornerback, who knows. As a wide receiver…he’s going to have to ball-out this preseason to get on 

radars. I just don’t know that he’s got enough juice to do so…but maybe. There is hope here.  
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