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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Reports: RB David 

Montgomery, Iowa State 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

I’ve watched tape on David Montgomery three times now, previews in the summer of 2018, previews 

ahead of the NFL Combine, and now my deeper study heading into the NFL Draft – and I’ve come to the 

same conclusion every time... I don’t get it. I don’t get the love for him as a prospect often called ‘the 

next Alvin Kamara’. 

Montgomery is a salt of the earth guy and I really hope things go well for him, but among the big-name 

RB prospects for 2019, I see him, as do our computer models, as the one most likely to fall short or bust 

in the NFL. He’s not terrible or incompetent, but there are so many other backs as/more talented than 

him. His tape never excited me, nor his low yards per carry, but then when the Combine numbers came 

in with a 4.63 40-time, 2.70 20-yard, 1.61 10-yard, 15 bench reps and 28.5” vertical – not good. 

Montgomery is a very hard worker, a workout warrior of sorts – and these are his best/peak times and 

measurements? 15 bench reps as a 222-pound RB prospect? A 28.5” vertical? A 2.70 20-yard time? The 

lack of measured athleticism seems to match his tape wholeheartedly. 

When I see him on tape, watching him against the defenses with more NFL prospect athletes…he’s 

never impressive. Watching him against Iowa in 2018…everyone on the Iowa front-seven looked faster 

and more agile than Montgomery. I think the main issue with Montgomery is that his lack of ability to 

stop and start quickly is going to eat him alive in the NFL (as long as he keeps moving he’s OK, 

but when he hesitates to read or cut…good night)…and it explains his weaker games against better 

competition and his low yards per carry over his career (4.4 ypc in 2017, 4.7 in 2018 – as the main 

ballcarrier/250+ carries each season). 

When Montgomery posted his weak speed and athleticism measurables at the Combine, the analysts 

didn’t react by saying/conveying they needed to take a second look…they quickly covered things over 

with what a great receiver he is. I think Montgomery actually is a good receiver, but not some special 

kind of receiver out of the backfield. He ran some underneath pass patterns and split out wide 

sometimes at ISU…but that’s because it was in the coach’s playbook, and Montgomery can catch…but 

it’s not like he’s a wide receiver on the field playing running back; he’s just capable. It wasn’t like he was 

this amazing receiving weapon…it was just a play/alignment they had every so often. There are 5-10 RB 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2019 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 31, 2019 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 2  
 

prospects with the same/better hands or receiving ability in this draft, but they didn’t get used in the 

same way as ISU used their RB in the passing game, so images of them as receivers are not conjured up 

easily. 

Montgomery gets compared to Alvin Kamara, and occasionally Iowa State had pass game alignments 

with Montgomery split out as a receiver…but he looked nothing like Kamara, nor did he have amazing 

receiving numbers in college. Montgomery was fine, but not ‘wow’. He also never scored a TD as a 

receiver and averaged a flimsy 8.2 yards per catch over his career, and 7.1 yards per catch in 

2018…partly because Montgomery has a load of bricks in his pants and he has a hard time getting into 

route breaks or stopping to catch a pass and re-starting or pulling away from tacklers in general – his 

stop-start is a real issue in several aspects. 

I think the NFL team that drafts Montgomery is going to get a rude awakening…a ‘C-D’ player they were 

hoping was ‘their Alvin Kamara’. He’s not. He’s a great young man – a semifinalist for Jason Witten Man 

of the Year, All-Academic teams…just a quality person everyone loves. Unless he gets a steady diet 

of Kansas and West Virginia and Texas Tech type defenses at the next level…he’s going to 

struggle and likely get overwhelmed by the athleticism at the next level. 

  

 

 

David Montgomery, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Versus Iowa 2x, Oklahoma 2x, TCU 2x, and Texas 2x (8 games) the past two seasons, Montgomery 

averaged: 17.5 carries, 66.9 rushing yards, (3.8 yards per carry), and 0.6 TDs per game. Low yards per 

carry follows him whenever you look at his data. 

Montgomery ran for less than 5.0 yards per carry in a game in 14 of his last 18 college games. 

Montgomery ran for 100+ yards in a game 13 times in his career…doing so on 19 or more carries each 

time, and often mid-20s+ carries. He’s a compiler, not a producer. 

Montgomery had 0 or 1 catches in a game in nine of his last 15 games played. 

Montgomery had 25 or fewer receiving yards in a game in 18 of his last 20 games. Does this seem 

like Alvin Kamara 2.0 to you? 
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2019 NFL Combine Measurables: 

5’10.1”/222, 9.25” hands, 31.4” arms 

4.63 40-time, 2.70 three-cone, 1.61 10-yard 

DNP agility drills at the Combine or Pro Day 

15 bench reps, 28.5” vertical, 10’1” broad jump 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom David Montgomery Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

David Montgomery compares with mostly ‘try hard’ but unathletic RB prospects of the past. Some guys 

who had blips/moments but ultimately fizzled. Guys who are not terrible, but they are not difference 

makers, so they get lost over time…like Alex Collins or Michael Bush, etc.   

 

RB 
Score 

RB-
Re 

RB-
ru 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

4.563 6.15 3.48 Montgomery David Iowa St. 2019 5 10.1 222 -1.57 2.99 5.34 

7.041 4.26 5.67 Bush   Michael Louisville 2005 5 10.4 222 -0.83 -0.27 6.20 

4.588 3.50 3.46 Bell  Mike Arizona 2006 6 0.2 221 -0.12 2.68 7.46 

3.524 3.27 2.40 Taylor Stepfan Stanford 2013 5 9.1 214 -5.22 0.95 6.04 

6.274 3.36 5.71 Collins Alex Arkansas 2016 5 10.0 217 1.85 4.22 5.85 

2.911 5.21 1.84 Kelly John Tennessee 2018 5 9.7 216 -5.53 -0.35 4.62 

4.890 2.34 3.48 Cobb Terr. Cumbrlnd 2014 5 9.6 221 3.26 4.98 7.44 

5.792 1.57 4.49 Ross Charles Rice 2014 6 0.3 223 5.31 0.54 6.34 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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*RB-Re score = New/testing starting in 2015. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and 

quantify a prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now 

make it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out 

for the NFL, and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with hand-size measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing starting in 2015. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and 

quantify a RB prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their 

rushing numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling 

size-speed-agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Montgomery is tracking as a top 100 prospect, a top 3 RB prospect for many still. I’ll assume the 

narrative on him holds…’next Kamara’, overlooking that ‘Kamaras’ don’t just create/spring up…teams 

have to use them that way. Only New Orleans and Carolina (and Pitt used to with Le’Veon, and Arizona 

used to with David Johnson under Bruce Arians) are committed to using a running back as a serious 

receiving threat (Chicago runs hot-cold doing this with Tarik Cohen)…and Montgomery is nowhere near 

McCaffrey or Kamara or Bell or Johnson or Cohen as receivers or as athletes in general. 

If I were an NFL GM, Montgomery is undraftable…a waste of my time and valuable top 100 pick value. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Gets drafted top 100-125. Has expectations and is forced into playing time early, and because he’s a 

quality guy and sound player, he’ll not be awful…just a disappointment of sorts, but it will be chalked up 

to ‘rookie’. We won’t see the Montgomery decline/forgettable-ness until three years from now…which 

means some team is going to waste a roster spot and opportunity for other things because they got 

suckered into the almost-always-wrong analyst class about him (remember when Donnel 

Pumphrey was their #1 back early in his draft process, or Ka’Deem Carey was their top guy according to 

their ‘deep’ studies early in the process?). 
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