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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Reports: RB Khari 

Blasingame, Vanderbilt 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

Let me introduce you to Khari Blasingame as if I was presenting him before he came up to speak to an 

audience, and you didn’t know who he was. Here are my note cards… 

 -- Khari Blasingame is a senior graduate running back for Vanderbilt University. 

 -- He was an All-SEC Academic Honor Roll student every year of pre-grad attendance (2014-2017). A 4.0 

student at one of the most prestigious non-Ivy league academic institutions. 

 -- He was Captain of the Vanderbilt football team. 

 -- He has won awards for and been named to several ‘Good Works’ teams, etc., for his charitable efforts 

off the field.   

Ladies and Gentlemen…Khari Blasingame. 

I know what you’re thinking…nice story/kid…but why have I never heard of him/why wasn’t he at the 

NFL Combine?  You’re leading off with his non-football stuff, so this is like a blind date set up where your 

friends answer your ‘are they good looking?’ question with ‘they have a great personality’, so this must 

not be a great player…but, wait…RC wouldn’t waste our time with this if he wasn’t going somewhere 

with it. 

You want to know the football stuff? 

 -- Four-year player at Vandy. Was a linebacker as a freshman. Converted to running back as a 

sophomore. 

 -- Never ran for more than 449 yards in a season. Never took more than 97 carries in a season. Was not 

injured and missed a lot of time, just wasn’t used as a primary back in any given season. 

Well, that’s not very exciting…what’s the catch? 

Perhaps, his Pro Day measurements might interest you… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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 -- 6’0”/233 

 -- Ran a 4.55 40-time with a 1.52 10-yard, 6.94 three-cone, benched 20 reps, jumped 38.5” with a 

10’11” broad jump. 

…at 233 pounds, mind you. 

Oh, and if it matters – to me, he flashes some David Johnson-esque moments/movements within his 

play. And, to me, he’s potentially the most physically gifted RB prospect I’ve done a deeper study of, so 

far this draft season. 

So, are you ready to find out more, now? 

I need to give you some visual to get this started. The link below is to a weird, artsy YouTube hype video 

for Blasingame. I’d suggest skipping past the first 30-40 seconds of nothing and then be ready to skip 

after each football play, past the workout stuff, to just get a feel for his skills/movement. 

YouTube Link: https://youtu.be/2s5UpEyoKAM 

Does anyone wear 233 pounds at 6’0” better than Blasingame? He looks like he’s 215. He’s 233, all 

muscle but not over-the-top muscle. When you’re 230+ and can hit the jets like he can – that’s 

special…dangerous. 

So, why was he never ‘the guy’ for Vandy? I don’t know. The best I can put together is…he was 

so athletic that they tried him at running back in 2016 and he took to it well (it was his best college 

season: 97 carries, 449 yards, 10 TDs rushing in 13 games), but he was still a bit like a linebacker trying 

to play running back, to some degree. Vandy had RB Ralph Webb ahead of him in 2016 and 2017, a 

fringe NFL RB prospect. In 2018, Blasingame was in a 60/40 (he was the 40) split with another running 

back for carries but was the preferred 3rd-down/passing game RB…leading the backfield with 25 catches 

for 320 yards and 1 TD in 13 games. He was essentially part of a duo in 2018 (and a backup to an 

established starter in 2016-17)…thus his numbers never really popped. However, that doesn’t seem to 

matter for draft ratings since Josh Jacobs can be the lesser part of a duo/trio his whole career and still 

be the top RB prospect in the draft. Wait…*checks notes*…sorry, that’s only OK if you played at 

Alabama. Sorry, Khari…we can’t take you seriously for the NFL. 

What I see on tape is some flashes of brilliance…simply because a 230+ pound guy should not be able to 

look and move so fluidly. I say, ‘flashes’ because there are things of concern too. He’s not a fully 

processed, practiced runner of the ball. He still runs very raw. One play he misses the hole. Another play 

he tries to cut but is moving so fast at his size, he tends to slip making some cuts. And then just when 

you shrug your shoulders at him, he puts it all together on a run and blasts off, finds the hole and is a 

230+ pound monster loose in the open field, who battering rams his way through would-be tacklers. 

In my opinion, formed from watching hours upon hours of this every day for a decade, Blasingame is not 

fully skilled in the art of running the ball,. He’s raw and maybe doesn’t have the instincts needed to be a 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
https://youtu.be/2s5UpEyoKAM
https://youtu.be/2s5UpEyoKAM
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high-impact NFL runner, yet – he makes me think of Dwayne Washington (Lions/Saints)…a former WR 

turned RB, super-athletic, and blows you away one play and then gets snuffed out for 0-2 yards on his 

next carry (and whaddya know…got good playing time Week 17 last season for the Saints, and 11 carries 

for 108 yards…and no one will care). On a certain level, there is an art to running the ball at a high-level. 

Size and speed are awesome, but if you can’t sense holes and avoid tacklers with 

shiftiness/toughness…it doesn’t matter. 

However, I suspect, if you coach up Blasingame a bit, and don’t ask him to carry a backfield right away, 

just play in a one-cut system in an RBBC – he might shock the NFL. It’s not like Blasingame is just a big 

dude running recklessly, who needs refinement – he’s very good in the screen game. He’s smooth 

transitioning from blocker to receiver and he can get up and go after the catch with that 1.52+ 10-yard 

speed…and then you have a 230+ pound weapon of mass destruction on the loose. He has the same 

downside and upside as Kalen Ballage – not ready to run the ball 15-20+ times a game in the NFL but 

use them for what they can do…one-cut, 5-10 carries, work in the passing game (like a giant Alvin 

Kamara), etc., with the bonus that Blasingame is a very good blocker. Blasingame has a lot of pieces you 

want in the NFL – including being a willing, great special teamer. 

Blasingame is a draftable commodity for the NFL, if anyone there is paying attention (which means he’ll 

be a UDFA for sure). He offers power running ability, competent+ receiver, good+ blocker right away, 

and works special teams…all with the upside that with more coaching he might harness all the physical 

tools into something like an Adrian Foster type story…maybe!?! 

The downside – Blasingame might not be interested much in playing/grinding in the NFL…his patience 

may grow thin quickly. He’s a 4.0 student from a top academic institution who wants to run a hospital 

someday. His desire to hang around the NFL being ignored, bottom of the pay scale, having morons 

yelling clichés at him 24/7, being passed over by others due to draft status might pale in comparison to 

starting into his desired career that will pay him as much/more as the NFL someday – he might pass on 

the whole NFL thing right away, or jet after a year or two. For their part, the NFL coaches tended to like 

desperate-for-the-game, savage lunkheads by and large. Guys they can control. Guys who buy into the 

nonsense most coaching staffs deal out. A smart kid from Vandy with options…he’s not most 

teams’/coaches’ ‘jams’. It will be a huge uphill battle for Blasingame to make an impact in the NFL. How 

badly he wants it is a question mark…because he has options. 

 

 

Khari Blasingame, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In games with 10 or more carries (7 career games), Blasingame averaged 13.7 carries, 69.3 yards (5.05 

yards per carry, and 1.0 rushing TDs per game.  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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In his final game, bowl game vs. Baylor…2 rushing TDs, 1 receiving TD. Just 4 carries for 16 yards, but 3 

catches for 85 yards.  

He seemed to be discovered as a passing game back with 8 games left in 2018 season, in his final 8 

games he averaged 2.75 catches, 37.4 yards, 0.12 TDs per game. In his prior 25 college games he had 

either 0 or 1 catches in any single game.  

 

2019 Pro Day Measurables… 

6’0.1”/233 

4.55 40-time, 2.61 20-yard, 1.52 10-yard 

4.18 shuttle, 6.94 three-cone 

20 bench reps, 38.5 vertical, 10’11” broad jump 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Khari Blasingame Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I fear this comp list – a collection of bigger, athletic talents who never ‘made it’ in the NFL…and Nick 

Chubb. The good news is…Nick Chubb. The very good news is – Blasingame has an upside that can’t 

really be fully measured here. The downside is the NFL rarely unlocks these prospects with the watering 

and feeding they need…they just don’t have time (or skill, in many cases) to do it.  

 

RB 
Score 

RB-
Re 

RB-ru Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

6.217 7.06 6.40 Blasingame Khari Vandy 2019 6 0.1 233 5.34 7.08 8.65 

7.700 7.59 7.53 Taliaferro Lorenzo Cstl Carlna 2014 6 0.2 229 3.04 9.50 7.21 

7.941 5.48 8.04 Chubb  Nick Georgia 2018 5 10.7 227 6.26 6.59 10.63 

7.401 2.83 6.89 Allen  Anthony Ga Tech 2011 6 0.6 228 5.58 13.04 9.28 

7.250 5.60 5.98 Houston  Stephen Indiana    2014 5 10.2 230 3.00 3.97 9.11 

6.193 2.15 5.33 McCants Ryan Oregon St 2012 6 1.4 234 4.15 4.85 9.89 

3.760 7.18 2.19 Ogbonnaya  Chris Texas 2009 6 0.0 226 1.48 8.87 5.92 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing starting in 2015. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and 

quantify a prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now 

make it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out 

for the NFL, and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with hand-size measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing starting in 2015. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and 

quantify a RB prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their 

rushing numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling 

size-speed-agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Likely undrafted. Has a chance to be a 6th/7th-round pick of two specific teams. (1) The Giants…Pat 

Shurmur’s son was the Vandy QB. He should get a good rating within the Giants organization. (2) The 

Patriots…because this is their type of guy (Captain of his team, smart, overlooked). Likely, he goes UDFA 

to New England unless NYG drafts him. 

If I were an NFL GM, Blasingame is on my short list for UDFA calls and I might go 7th-round on him 

depending upon my RB situation and what was left on the board. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2019 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 30, 2019 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 6  
 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Hopefully gets forced into action due to injuries above him and shows off the raw talent and then gets 

developed or just hits nicely in a baptism by fire. However, he likely gets pigeonholed as a special 

teamer and 3rd-string RB. He also might get put back to linebacker – with his measurables, he’s a 

1st/2nd-round talent as an OLB/ILB by sheer dint of his athleticism alone. 

There’s something here – I’m just not sure the NFL will spend the time or be able to unlock it, and I’m 

not sure Blasingame wants to grind for 2-3-4 years bouncing off and on practice squads.  
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