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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: TE T.J. Hockenson, 

Iowa 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

I previewed T.J. Hockenson’s work ahead of the NFL Combine, and then did my deeper study right after 

the Combine. Each time I watch, I cannot believe what I’m seeing – possibly the single greatest non-QB 

fraud prospect of the past decade (my time in studying such things). It’s truly unbelievable what kinda of 

story/yarn has been spun for this guy. I have to wonder if his agent is paying analysts and scouts, or if he 

just sold his soul to the devil. 

The biggest reason I call ‘fraud’ is based on the one thing I just watched intently on Hockenson, because 

it was the one thing EVERYBODY echoes…”OH, what a great blocker!” Now, I could agree with that and 

then go on and on about ‘blocking’ shouldn’t matter as much. However, can we talk? Watching TJH for 

just his blocking, game after game, I can tell you this – he’s a below average blocker. No one 

could seriously watch T.J. Hockenson tape, for real, and think they’re watching the best blocking tight 

end in the 2019 class (maybe against Northern Illinois or Northern Iowa). He wasn’t even the best 

blocking tight end on his own college team. 

You go watch the Penn State game tape and watch his every movement, and you tell me if that’s some 

great blocking tight end. It’s a joke. Does this look like one of the best blocking tight ends you’ve ever 

seen? Link: https://youtu.be/uwMd79nUaHA?t=471 (one play example, 7:52 mark which it will open to 

upon click). I could fill this page up with video examples. The worst of which I will mention in a moment. 

For every ‘good’ block you cherry pick by Hockenson, (and he has them, he’s not incompetent), I’ll find 

you 2-3 where he is embarrassed by the defender – either just thrown out of the way or run by so fast 

he’s left yards behind in the dust.  

Hockenson’s not terrible…he’s just not this Superman people have created. Whatever analysts and 

scouts have compared him to Gronk should not only not be allowed to do this for a living anymore, they 

should be executed (humanely) and not allowed to walk the earth among us. You have to be kidding me 

with these people trying to ‘out-T.J. Hockenson’ each other. It’s never been more clear to me that these 

people don’t really watch tape and/or have no idea what they’re looking at than the case of Hockenson 

right now. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
https://youtu.be/uwMd79nUaHA?t=471
https://youtu.be/uwMd79nUaHA?t=471
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If Hockenson is an average blocker, then what do we have here? An average athlete, an average 

receiver, and an average blocker (at best). How is that the holy trinity of ‘best TE prospect’ accolades in 

2019? 

I’m not saying Hockenson is terrible, it’s just that he’s a ‘C’ grade (at-best) tight end. He’s good…worthy 

of NFL work, but everyone has just signed blindly to the echo chamber that he’s THE BEST an A++ tight 

end prospect the likes of which we haven’t seen in a while. I’ve seen Hockenson-like TE prospects a 

million times…he’s every average tight end to hit the NFL. Tries hard, nice kid, plays with effort, speaks 

like a bad politician campaigning for office, solid hands…nothing notable…and not the #1 tight end in 

this class…nor the #2-3-4-5 either. 

I see nothing but concerns with Hockenson. He tested with average/OK speed-agility. He struggles 

getting open on normal pass routes that are designed to get him open…he’s fine on a quick slant but 

otherwise he’s bland. Many of his big moments in college came from him lining up as an interior tight 

end in a two-TE bunch set, defenses assuming he was blocking and/or thinking it was a run and/or 

watching Noah Fant, and then Hockenson would slip off the line and downfield and be open by 20+ 

yards because he was unaccounted for. If he does that 5x a game in the NFL…he’ll be a star. But that 

just won’t happen regularly in the pros. 

He’s an average tight end all the way around, one with a skinny lower body/legs, and got showcased on 

a few big plays because defenses were playing the run or Noah Fant. It’s so obvious watching the tape, I 

cannot believe the NFL doesn’t see through it. Strike that, I can’t believe I wrote that last sentence. Of 

course, they are missing this…what else is new? 

Again, Hockenson has some skills. He will do OK in the NFL, maybe. But there are way more concerns 

here than obvious star qualities…which isn’t a difficult sentence to type because there are no star 

qualities here. ‘Capable’ is his best attribute. 

You don’t believe me about Hockenson? I dare you to go onto YouTube and pull up his 2018 bowl game 

vs. Mississippi State. A game against an SEC opponent WITHOUT Noah Fant playing to take away 

coverage/attention. It’s a joke. First, you can’t believe how many blocks one tight end could miss (from 

the supposed best blocker ever) and he can’t get open because SEC defenders aren’t Big-Ten stiffs for 

speed, and they toyed with him. 

  

T.J. Hockenson, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Hockenson had 6 touchdowns in 2018, guess how many came against teams with a winning record? One 

(vs. 7-6 Minnesota). 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Against Mississippi State, in that bowl game 2018, Hockenson didn’t see a target until 8 minutes left in 

the game. He had 3 catches for 53 yards in the game…he broke a tackle/the safety missed a 

simple tackle that launched 40+ of those yards. TJH missed or was beaten (badly a lot of times) on blocks 

at least seven times that I noted. Yards in the air the ball travelled from the line of scrimmage on his 

three catches this game…-1, 5, and 0. Top NFL Draft SAF prospect Jonathan Abram had no issues locking 

up Hockenson all game except like one play. 

  

Here’s how Hockenson compares to other top athlete tight end prospects from the Combine over the 

past few years: 

4.70 40-time, 7.02 three-cone, 17 bench reps, 37.5” vertical = Hockenson 

4.52 40-time, 6.88 three-cone, 18 bench reps, 35.0” vertical = Kittle 

4.51 40-time, 6.85 three-cone, 22 bench reps, 30.0” vertical = Howard 

4.53 40-time, 6.90 three-cone, 15 bench reps, 38.5” vertical = Graham 

4.50 40-time, 6.81 three-cone, 20 bench reps, 39.5” vertical = Fant 

Hockenson is last (among the five above) in 40-time and three-cone, and only top three in 

thing…vertical. 

  

It’s hard to compare Hockenson and Gronk’s Combine because Gronkowski was coming off some big 

injuries and was just physical thicker/bigger all over. In spite of that, their Combine speed-agility 

numbers were pretty similar, with Gronk much taller, thicker, huge hands and legs by comparison. 

 

 

The Historical TE Prospects to Whom T.J. Hockenson Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I know I’m bashing TJH mercilessly, but I don’t mean to go too far. It’s really more a case that I’m railing 

at his ‘overrated’ status as a perceived top guy prospect at tight end. He does have NFL talents and can 

develop them more in the NFL. Again, for an NFL prospect he has good enough hands. Average enough 

athleticism to get by, just needs to add bulk and learn how to block better 😉 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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TE 
Grade 

TE-
Reed 

Last First Yr. College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

6.386 7.05 Hockenson T.J. 2019 Iowa 6 4.6 251 6.26 5.91 7.60 

4.609 6.12 McElroy Codey 2018 SE Okl State 6 5.0 250 4.07 5.98 7.63 

5.320 3.59 Hill  Josh 2013 Idaho St 6 5.0 246 5.17 5.20 6.75 

6.089 3.15 Fasano Anthony 2006 Notre Dame 6 4.1 259 6.32 9.42 6.32 

8.714 5.85 Egnew Michael 2012 Missouri 6 5.2 252 8.00 7.32 8.21 

7.751 6.48 Njoku David 2017 Miami, Fla 6 4.0 246 8.27 6.53 7.22 

6.103 2.53 Thomas Logan 2014 Va Tech 6 6.1 248 7.72 4.45 6.63 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a different 

manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 

“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

As sure as I sit here…he’s going as the top tight end in this draft and note that I will go predictably nuts 

when it happens. Worst case, he goes top 50 for sure.  

If I were an NFL GM, there would be 0.0% chance I would draft him. Maybe if he was a UDFA, I’d make a 

call…doubtful.  

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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NFL Outlook:    

Gets drafted highly and forced into a lineup for opportunity but will really struggle with it early on. He 

needs more time cooking in the oven. He probably won’t be afforded that luxury being a high draft pick 

and he’ll be labeled a disappointment early on…perhaps, never to recover. In the right spot, he might be 

OK enough. I didn’t think Zach Ertz could be the weapon he’s become. Maybe TJH lands in a place where 

they throw him every other pass and he has great tallies…and makes all the other receivers mad at the 

QB (a la Ertz-Wentz).  
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