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NFL Draft 2019 Scouting Report: TE Noah Fant, Iowa 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to better identify and value 

TE prospects that are smaller physically and are primed for the era ahead...the era of Jordan Reed and 

Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to 

show their grades by comparison.  

 

I have been totally up in arms about how Noah Fant was treated/used by Iowa this season, but then 

when I sat down to write this conduct/study/report I remembered how Iowa wasted George Kittle just a 

few years ago, and it soothed me a bit. It also reminded me how underutilized O.J. Howard was at 

Alabama, as well as Jimmy Graham back in his Miami Hurricane days. For all college football’s 

innovation’s ahead of the NFL…they are in the stone ages on tight ends still. How is it tight ends are 

wildly more productive in the NFL than they were in college? 

From Kittle to Kelce to Ertz to Howard to Graham – it just ‘is’…they are much more lethal in the NFL. So, 

you cannot fault Fant for taking a step back in 2018 (from his stellar 2017)…because a lot of college 

coaches want the tight end blocking, while other coaches would like to take advantage of a great tight 

end weapon but they have such limited QB play…it’s easier for bad QBs to throw wide and use timing 

patterns to wide receivers than to work tight windows in a crowd to tight ends. 

For some reason, Iowa decided Fant was ‘too good’ in 2017 and decided to throttle him back in 

2018…which allowed the far inferior T.J. Hockenson to emerge. There were games in 2018 where Fant 

wasn’t even on the field much, and when he was, he tended to be a decoy or blocker. He’s not the only 

great tight end specimen to get criminally underutilized. Look at the best college seasons of the tight 

ends we’re discussing… 

20 rec., 290 yards, 6 TDs in 10 games = George Kittle (which was criminal) 

45 rec., 495 yards, 3 TDs in 15 games = O.J. Howard (15 games…3 TDs…maybe the best TE prospect in a 

decade) 

17 rec., 213 yards, 5 TDs in 13 games = Jimmy Graham 

  

It makes Noah Fant’s 2017, 30 rec., 494 yards, 11 TDs in 12 games seem pretty epic. 

  

Why am I discussing Fant with Howard, Kittle, Graham so much? 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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4.52 40-time, 6.88 three-cone, 18 bench reps, 35.0” vertical = Kittle 

4.51 40-time, 6.85 three-cone, 22 bench reps, 30.0” vertical = Howard 

4.53 40-time, 6.90 three-cone, 15 bench reps, 38.5” vertical = Graham 

You are looking at (above) some of the best tight ends to ever play in the NFL (and some of them just 

getting started), and their historically great (among tight ends) Combine numbers. So, when you see 

Fant post the following numbers, you should get excited… 

4.50 40-time, 6.81 three-cone, 20 bench reps, 39.5” vertical = Fant 

Fant was the best among these ‘holy four’ in every category, except 2nd-best in the bench press. Fant, 

athletically, is among the tight end prospect elites. 

Any scout that rates T.J. Hockenson above Fant is insane, which means 99% of them were pre-Combine, 

and about 90%+ of them are still today. We’ll get into Hockenson’s report right after this Fant report. I’m 

not going to sully Fant’s great prospect outlook by comparing them here. I’ll do that more with the 

Hockenson report – suffice it to say, Hockenson isn’t on the same planet of athleticism/ability as Fant. 

The only thing analysts could point to on Hockenson as ‘better than Fant’ and (somehow) the #1 TE 

prospect in 2019 was…’blocking’. Utterly ridiculous…on three levels: 

(A) It’s one of the only things that can be taught in the NFL, so ‘who cares’? 

(B) Analysts are not really watching a ton of tape to compare…and they are sure you aren’t either, so 

they throw ‘blocking’ around like they know, and you have to accept it because you didn’t watch the 

tape. I watch it -- and I call bullshit on their blocking analysis (on top of all their other terrible scouting 

claims). 

And (C) Fant looks like a solid enough blocker to me. Just because he’s such an athlete that Iowa’s O-

C/son of the head coach (how did he get that job, I wonder? Probably his years of experience and talent) 

sent Fant deep on many plays, as a decoy to open up area for other things. You can’t say Fant is a bad 

blocker if his job was to go out for a medium-deep pass a lot. It’s all nonsense. I’ve seen bad blocking TE 

prospects (Evan Engram, and he’s fine now)… Fant’s blocking is not an issue here. 

If Fant is not a blocking problem and he’s athletically a ‘generational talent’ at tight end (the mainstream 

only uses ‘generational talent’ for guys they all decide to pile in on -- like Saquon Barkley was a 

generational talent, but they didn’t know who David Johnson was) – then how can Fant not be the top 

TE prospect in this class and a 1st-round pick? Only the NFL could have alternative logic on such things. 

Fant has good+ hands, and breakaway speed…and speed/footwork to get open and leave defenders in 

the dust after the catch. Anyone can watch his tape and see it. He also has size and a stunning vertical to 

be a superior red zone threat – and he was a TD machine at limited Iowa in 2017. And, yes, for the love 

of God, he can block just fine. Fant is a better TE prospect, on paper and tape, than O.J. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Howard was…but he won’t get that love because he didn’t go to Alabama, and Iowa didn’t use him 

properly in 2018, so scouts are nervous that it means they were hiding something. When Alabama 

underutilized O.J. at Alabama, it was swept under the rug. 

Fant has talent and is a smart (biology major), confident young person. I see no real flaws in his 

personality, off-the-field activity or in his on-field game. The only people who can stop Fant from being 

an NFL success are his quarterback, offensive coordinator and/or head coach…all things that were a 

problem at Iowa, and he was still great in 2017 and even good in 2018 despite not seeing as much 

action. 

  

Noah Fant, Through the Lens of Our TE Scouting Algorithm: 
 

18 TDs over his past two seasons, in 24 games, working in a stuffy offense with non-NFL QBs 

and daddy’s boy offensive coordinator…it is pretty amazing TD output by college/D1 tight end standards. 

Ohio State, Wisconsin, and Penn State 2x were probably his toughest matchups the past two seasons, 

and Fant averaged 3.3 rec., 38.0 yards, and 1.0 TDs per game. He was fine against tougher opponents 

but in reality, looking over his numbers is a bit useless, just like it was with O.J. Howard in 2017 – they 

were both criminally underused, so how can you gauge the real output possibilities? I’ll bet Fant blows 

away his college numbers in the pros. 

 

2019 NFL Combine Measurements: 

6’4.1”/249, 9.75” hands, 33.5” arms 

4.50 40-time, 6.81 three-cone, 4.22 shuttle 

20 bench press, 39.5” vertical, 10’7” broad jump 

 

 

The Historical TE Prospects to Whom Noah Fant Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I don’t think anyone on the list is a surprise – Fant compares favorably with the great ‘weapon’ tight 

ends of all-time.  

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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TE Grade TE-
Reed 

Last First Yr. College H H W Spd-
Agil 

Metric 

Strgth 
Blxing 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

10.477 8.81 Fant Noah 2019 Iowa 6 4.1 249 12.89 7.02 9.55 

10.057 7.94 Howard O.J. 2017 Alabama 6 5.6 251 12.48 9.74 9.13 

9.725 3.80 Graham Jimmy 2010 Miami, Fla 6 6.2 260 10.78 8.18 8.23 

7.167 7.46 Kittle George 2017 Iowa 6 3.6 247 11.68 8.64 7.53 

10.665 7.91 Gates Antonio 2003 Kent State 6 4.0 258 11.07 8.29 9.10 

8.829 7.44 Scheffler Tony 2006 W. Michigan 6 5.3 254 12.09 7.53 7.45 

5.958 5.93 Green Virgil 2011 Nevada 6 3.3 249 10.71 8.48 7.21 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where we see 

a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more 

rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a different 

manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 

“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, 

mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench 

press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, 

considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling 

for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and 

project the combination of data for receiving success at the next level. 

 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

It looks like Fant has worked his way into the 1st-round for just about every website. The same people 

who proclaimed O.J. Howard as a top 10 overall prospect (and he was) but had Fant in the 2nd-round of 

this draft are ludicrous. I would say that Fant will be the first tight end off the board in the draft, but the 

NFL knows no bounds in its search for dull, perceived ‘blocking’ tight ends who can catch – so, maybe 

Fant goes ahead of Hockenson, maybe not.  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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If I were an NFL GM, Fant is securely a top 20 overall talent for this draft. The only question would be my 

need for a tight end at the time. If I had the need, I could see Fant as a top 10 overall grab for me. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

All depends upon where he lands. O.J. Howard gets, inexplicably, drafted by Tampa Bay, and then sits 

him behind/splits time with Cameron Brate. Dallas Goedert is great, but he’s stuck behind Zach Ertz for 

two more years. If Fant goes to the Patriots, everyone will be excited but then Gronk could clog things 

up for years (if he wanted to). Fant goes to New Orleans or Green Bay (if Graham gone), then fantasy 

people will lose their minds with joy on how fast a path to output he has. 

One way or the other, Fant is going to be a star. We just don’t know how long the wait will be.  
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