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NFL Draft 2015 Scouting Report: OLB Shane Ray, Missouri 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

First things first, Shane Ray is not a defensive end in the NFL. He is shorter than you’d like to see (6’2.5”) 

for a DE, and he has solid straight-line speed (4.69), but he has very poor agility metrics. If you put Ray 

out as a 4-3 DE, he’s going be eaten alive by NFL O-Tackles. In an emergency you can throw him out 

there but taking him as a top-10 draft pick to be your starting defensive end is insane. 

Be default, you have to put Ray as an OLB in the NFL, and it would seem that he would work better as a 

4-3 OLB rather than a 3-4 OLB, but it’s debatable—my fear is he is not that great for either spot. 

In reality, Ray has more of the body-type and metrics of an inside linebacker. He’s not one of these 

havoc creating monsters on the outside. He’ll get to the QB in a scheme that hides him as the blitzer, but 

on his own, lining up and just blowing his way into the backfield—it’s not going to happen. 

I know that you see Ray with 12.5 sacks in his final season and being named the 2014 SEC Defensive 

Player of the Year, and your heart starts to swoon. Last year, Missouri’s creative defensive 'system' 

propelled another DE, who was about the same size and sack count, to the SEC Defensive Player of the 

Year too…Michael Sam. 

Ray is a better prospect than Michael Sam. Ray’s much faster, and better tackler/player overall, but he’s 

not off-the-charts better than Sam--and that should scare people on him as a 1st-round pick. You either 

have the athleticism for the next level, or you don’t. 

The main image I have of Shane Ray racking up stats last year is as follows: When Ray lined up as a 4-3 

DE, solid SEC Offensive Tackles didn’t have a difficult time dealing with Ray. They pretty much kept him 

away from the backfield. However, when Ray would slide ever so cleverly as a 4-3 DT…an undersized, 

speedy DT…he would blow past an unsuspecting Right Guard and create havoc in the backfield. 

Shane Ray was somewhat of a gimmick player for Missouri last year. He’s not a lineup at a DE or OLB 

position and sit back and marvel as he punishes those trying to block him. He bounces around the 

Missouri D-Line, as is their ‘system’, creating a mismatch to take advantage of…and he took advantage 

of it a lot as a DT. He plays with a lot of energy, and when he got the mismatch he was a menace in the 

backfield. The NFL projection issue is: Shane Ray is not lining up at DT and bum rushing the backfield in 

the NFL. You take that slick move away from him in 2014, and Ray’s not the SEC Defensive Player of the 

Year. 

What you’re left with for the NFL: a too short DE, with moderate speed and below-average agility. He’s 

not a high 1st-round pick DE prospect. In fact, he would be lucky to be a 4th+ round draft pick as a DE. 
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If you take away any thoughts of him as a DE, then he’s a slightly above-average OLB prospect. One who 

made his hay rushing the passer on the interior of the line and watching the tape—I didn’t see an overly 

gifted tackler. He has energy and effort, and size and speed to be a solid NFL OLB, but just a guy on the 

roster…not a top-5 draft pick. 

Ray seems to be a solid enough kid. He was not any noted leader on or off the field for Missouri, but he 

stayed out of trouble and appears to give a good effort. My scouting report notes on Ray are filled with 

‘OK’ or ‘so-so’ or ‘average’. In our book, Ray is more of a 3rd or 4th-round draft pick. He’s not special in 

any way. He’s above-average fast with horrific agility numbers. However, it appears some team is going 

to make this pick in the top-20 come draft day. Yikes. 

  

Shane Ray, Through the Lens of Our OLB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In his final five college games (against the tougher part of the Missouri schedule), Ray had just one or 

two solo tackles in each game. Let’s say there’s 50-70 plays in a game/opportunities for tackles…Ray 

made a tackle all by himself just one or two times in each game. This is a top-5 prospect for people? 

He had 1.6 solo tackles and 3.0 total tackles in a tougher schedule stretch to end his final college season 

(his final five games of 2014). Which if you trust my logic, and he’s not an NFL DE, and needs to be more 

of a tackling OLB or maybe even shifting to ILB…then his tackle counts are scary projecting him ahead as 

a linebacker. He didn’t show an amazing prowess for wrangling ballcarriers in college. He tried to bum 

rush Offensive Tackles as a DE, with poor results…and then would sneak inside as a 4-3 DT and try to get 

over on a Right Guard. I’m telling you, Ray is about dead as a DE, and very suspect as an OLB. I’d like to 

have a look at him after pick 100+ in the draft…but NEVER in the top 5-10-20. An NFL team is going to 

get burned here because of the price they will spend. 

Ray couldn’t workout at the NFL Combine, but did run at his Pro Day. He was slightly above average with 

his 40-time and would have been one of the worst three-cones among OLBs. He was middle of the pack 

in speed, and well below-average on agility among DEs. 

I cannot stress to you how average an NFL prospect Ray is—average physical metrics and performance. 

He is a misfit toy…and gimmick pass rusher against lesser teams he faced but shows no metrics to 

believe he will rush the passer or tackle effectively in the NFL. 

The one hope I could see is if Ray cuts 10-15 pounds, and becomes a faster, more agile OLB. As his 

speed-agility times sit right now…there are more ‘bust’ signals than ‘useful’ ones. 
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The Historical OLB Prospects to Whom Shane Ray Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I loved most of what the Cowboys did with most of their 2014 draft, but I did not love their #34 pick 

of Demarcus Lawrence in 2014. We saw Lawrence as a stiff, overmatched DE prospect who could not 

flex out to OLB. Ray we see as very challenged as an NFL DE, but we see a path that he could be 

useful/solid as an OLB…but would not be shocked if he busted as a too slow/un-agile/not interested 

OLB. 

 

DT 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

6.59 Ray Shane 2015 Missouri 6 2.5 245 7.21 3.63 1.13 

6.08 Lawrence Demarcus 2014 Boise State 6 2.7 251 7.08 6.45 3.72 

6.40 Davis Bruce 2008 UCLA 6 2.5 252 6.22 6.05 4.32 

4.92 Elliott Jayrone 2014 Toledo 6 3.2 255 6.35 6.16 3.97 

7.06 Sintim Clint 2009 Virginia 6 2.6 256 6.32 5.69 5.23 

7.72 Thurmond Brandon 2013 Arkansas PB 6 0.1 253 6.35 7.14 5.64 

1.82 Newsome Jonathan 2014 Ball State 6 2.5 247 5.95 4.97 3.94 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as a gauge of how physical the player 

is and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile a LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2015 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Depending on which mock draft you look at, you could find Shane Ray in the top-5 ranking overall, or 

within the top-10, and always among the top-20 (except our latest mock has him at #31…and falling). I 

think the media group-think will push Ray all the way as a 1st-round pick, probably around #10-20…and 

it will essentially be a wasted opportunity. So many better players in this draft, or at DE/OLB to take 

than Shane Ray. 

If I were an NFL GM, the only interest I have is watching to see who will waste this pick in front of me. 

I’m not sure I would take Shane Ray within the top-100, so there is no way it will even come up as a 

decision to make for me. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Ray will be selected highly, and thus have big expectations…which he will not be able to deliver on—just 

like highly selected DE/OLB prospects Kony Ealy and Dee Ford struggled right away last year. He’ll 

become a forgotten name this time next year…and we’ll see if he grinds his way into playing time years 

down the road or gets flushed from the NFL. Ray belongs in the NFL, but not as a top draft pick. 
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