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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: RB Charles Sims, West Va. 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

I'm pretty sure Charles Sims isn't going to work well in the NFL. He's like one of those 3rd-RB types that 

if pressed into emergency duty he'd do OK...like a poor man's Jordan Todman. Sims is not a joke, by any 

means, but there really is not a lot to sink your teeth into here for NFL purposes. 

Sims began his career at the University of Houston with mild Conference USA success. He was the 

Freshman of the Year in 2009, but then redshirted in 2010 due to academic issues. He was solid in his 

return to Houston in 2011 and 2012, given their offense and opponents, but he was not spectacular. 

He transferred to West Virginia in 2013 to "improve his draft stock by playing in the Big-12," and he was 

able to do so because he had already obtained his degree. At WVU, Sims had a nice year, but nothing 

special: 1,095 yards rushing and 11 TDs, along with a very nice tally of 45 catches for 401 yards. He had 

decent totals, but looking deeper, much of his action came against lesser opponents...he struggled 

running the ball against better teams. 

Sims had one nice attribute coming out of the 2014 NFL Combine: He ran a 4.48 40-time, after that is 

was all down hill-ish. He had poor agility times, and measured with very small-hands. Sims did not light 

up the Combine, nor did he really light up college football. He's just a nice college RB, who could do OK if 

thrust into NFL carries, but he is not an NFL 'sleeper', nor a star in waiting. 

I was able to watch Sims on game tape, and see him live at the Senior Bowl practices. For whatever it is 

worth, I didn't see much in either viewing. He has decent speed straight ahead, he has a nice size at 6'0" 

and 215-pounds, but he is not a great east-west runner, and the NFL Combine numbers hinted at that. 

The lack of east-west skills will limit him in the pros as a pass catching RB. He is not great moving 

sideways, nor jump cutting away from trouble. 

The whole scouting resume adds up to a bunch of bland or mediocre with Sims; there is not a ton to get 

excited about with him for the next level. He deserves a shot, and could make a roster, but he is not a 

high-impact NFL RB prospect. 
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Charles Sims, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In 2013, West Virginia drew two FCS teams on their schedule: William & Mary and Georgia State. They 

were two of Sims' best output games of 2013. Below, I am going to show three splits: (1) Sims vs. the 

two FCS teams in 2013. (2) Sims against D1 teams in 2013. (3) Sims vs. his four toughest defensive 

opponents in 2013: Texas, Kansas State, Oklahoma State, and Oklahoma. 

20.5 carries, 118.0 yards, 5.8 ypc, 1.0 TDs, 1.0 receptions, 11.0 rec. yards = Sims vs. FCS in 2013 

16.7 carries,  85.9 yards, 5.1 ypc, 0.9 TDs, 4.3 receptions, 37.9 rec. yards = Sims vs. D1 in 2013 

15.3 carries,  63.3 yards, 4.1 ypc, 1.0 TDs, 4.2 receptions, 51.0 rec. yards = Sims vs. toughest four 

opponents 2013 

The positive is that Sims had great receiving numbers. It's what's going to draw many people to him as a 

prospect. He did have passing-game output, but he also played in a system that swung a lot of passes to 

the RB...it's a credit to him that he made the plays in college, but I'm not sure it is a harbinger of Darren 

Sproles 2.0. Sims also measured with very small hands, I mean very small (8'5"). That's not going to bode 

well at the next level for a passing game potentially. 

His rushing output wasn't all that awesome. They are output numbers you would expect from a decent 

college RB. They are shaky if you are looking the next great pro prospect RB. 

 

 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Charles Sims Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Sims has more attributes in common with fringe NFL RBs, more than with any solid NFL RBs. That's what 

we see on tape, and that's what our computer sees for the NFL. He's worthy to be there, but not likely to 

leave a lasting impression.  
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RB 
Score 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

5.44 Sims Charles West Virginia 2014 6 0.0 214 7.03 3.13 5.68 

7.03 Carter Raymond Colorado State 2012 5 11.4 217 6.36 2.41 8.53 

7.10 Ingram Mark Alabama 2011 5 9.1 215 6.12 2.15 7.41 

6.46 Polk Chris Washington 2012 5 10.6 215 2.20 4.30 7.62 

3.91 Miller Lonyae Fresno St 2010 5 11.4 221 12.01 3.10 8.00 

3.76 Hale Nick Nevada 2013 5 9.6 214 6.13 3.71 8.11 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2014. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2014. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 
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2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

The most shocking thing to me about Charles Sims is that he is hanging on as a 3rd-round draft prospect 

in the mainstream. He should go undrafted. I don't mean that as harshly as it sounds. I say that because 

of the football/RB economics in the NFL...there are a million decent RB prospects, and Sims is one of 

them...with a lower ceiling. There is no reason to reach for a RB like this. However, because many NFL 

teams follow the national draft rankings...he will be drafted between the 3rd and 4th-round.  

If I were an NFL GM, I'd only have one interest in Sims...as an undrafted free agent look. A player at 215-

pounds who can run a sub 4.5 might be very good for special teams, and as a backup to the backup RB. 

I'd have a passing interest, but not anything too severe. He'll be long gone before undrafted free agency 

begins. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Under normal circumstances, Sims will see some touches here and there for a couple years, but be 

forgotten. In the right situation, he might be thrust into more carries due to injury, etc. and do OK. He's 

not a disaster, he's just not a draft pick-worthy RB in our book. 
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