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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: RB Jeremy Hill, LSU 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

4/16/14 Update (original report below): 

"Death-blow" was the word I used when asked what I thought of the Jeremy Hill Pro Day agility drill 

times. We had originally input a neutral agility reading to do our initial scouting report on Hill, but the 

numbers have now come in much, much worse than we would have expected. 

You take our original problem with Hill, that Hill is a creation of J.C. Copeland's blocking, and combine it 

with these disaster Pro Day results. Well, in the words of 'Mr. Wonderful' on Shark Tank, "I'm out. You 

are dead to me now." There is nothing here, but a big, moderate speed, non-agile, good college RB...one 

who translates as mediocre at best for the pro level. 

Perhaps, like the Jonathan Dwyer comparison below, Hill cuts weight and becomes a useful NFL runner. 

That's about the major upside we see. We never saw "star" at first glance, and now with this new data; 

it's official...not a star. 

See the original full scouting report below... 

 

Original Scouting Report from March 2014: 

I am going to jump ahead here and take a swing at scouting Jeremy Hill. I should wait for this Pro Day to 

get the missing short shuttle and three cone times to be sure, but I find the scouting of Hill is so 

fascinating that I cannot wait. So keep in mind: We could go higher here ('high' to where he would be 

competing for the #1 RB prospect for us in 2014) or lower to a more solid-good level. 

Why do I think Hill is so fascinating? For several reasons. First and foremost: Because no one in their 

right mind can properly evaluate Jeremy Hill on tape. The reason being, no college RB (I can think of) has 

ever had what Hill was afforded. He ran behind, quite possibly, one of the most unique, sensational 

blocking fullbacks to ever play in college. I encourage you to stop reading this report and read our J.C. 

Copeland scouting report to get the full scope of what Copeland brings to the table. 

The short version is: Copeland is a Mack truck of a FB. He's 5'11 and 271-pounds, and hits people like a 

maniac. Behind almost every Hill run through the first level and into the open field was a lead block by 
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Copeland mauling whatever was in his way. As if the LSU O-Line wasn't a big enough advantage, 

Copeland was a 'terminator' on top of that. Which means it is almost impossible to judge the full merits 

of Hill as a runner, because Copeland & friends made him look better than whatever he brings to the 

table. People will fall in love with Hill watching tape...and it may be a total head fake. 

If the tape watching is to be distrusted, then it's also hard to put his rushing output numbers into 

context. Hill had 1,401 rushing yards, 6.9 yards per carry and 16 TD runs in 2013, but how much should 

we discount them for the amazing blocking he was afforded? 

About the time we're done bashing Hill as a college runner, you look at his measurables and start 

drooling again. He's a 6'0"+ and 233-pound RB. He is a massive RB...he's bigger than Eddie Lacy (5'11" 

and 231-pounds) on all accounts...he's faster and more agile than him as well (we think, pending Pro-

Day data). 

Once you're back on board with Hill as a top NFL prospect, we find new trouble: Arrested for assaulting 

a man outside a bar in April 2013 (on video). When he had the bar fight incident, he was still on 

probation from an arrest for committing a sexual act with a minor charge from three years prior (he was 

18, she was 14). 

So how do you evaluate a runner who looks great on tape, but gets a huge bump from his offensive line, 

and is a great physical specimen...but has had run-ins with the law twice so far? 

 

 

Jeremy Hill, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

I'm a touch worried about Hill's 2013 performance, looking at the data in more detail. Overall, he had a 

great season. However, he wasn't so great against his three most physically imposing defenses in 2013 

(Alabama, Texas A&M, and Georgia). In those three game, Hill averaged: 

16.0 carries, 68.0 rushing yards. 4.3 ypc, and 0.7 TDs per game = Hill vs. Alabama, Texas A&M, Georgia 

That's quite a dip in yards per carry from his 2013 season average of 6.9 ypc. More troubling, two of his 

three best games in 2013 were against Kent State and Furman. If Hill is getting a bump from his blocking, 

it makes these numbers appear even shakier. 

The bright side in those three 'tough' games for Hill was his receiving numbers: 2.7 catches for 37.0 

yards. Hill is a very good receiver of the ball, and has massive 10" hands as well. 
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The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Jeremy Hill Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

We've had a rash of RB prospects in 2014 with our system comparing them to Rashad Jennings. It used 

to be that being a RB at 230+ pounds was an anomaly, but lately the list is growing. Hill joins several 

incoming RB prospects who are 230+ pound and run slower 40-times but have nice agility metrics. At 

this stage we think Hill is going to measure with above-average agility at his Pro Day, and if he doesn't he 

will tumble in our ratings. 

 

RB 
Grade 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Speed 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

7.64 Hill Jeremy LSU 2014 6 0.5 233 2.17 11.09 7.70 6.77 

7.23 Jennings Rashad Liberty 2009 6 1.0 231 1.20 10.80 12.08 9.66 

5.45 Dixon Anthony Mississippi St 2010 6 0.6 233 -0.02 9.63 8.04 4.02 

5.15 Harper Jamie Clemson 2011 5 11.3 233 1.84 -0.52 9.69 10.20 

5.28 Eggers Bo Louisville 2013 5 11.7 233 0.32 5.10 9.23 5.06 

 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make 

it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out for the 

NFL, and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand-

size measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify a RB 

prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with various size measurables, etc. 
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Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

 

2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

I've seen Mock Drafts with Jeremy Hill projected anywhere between the 2nd and 5th-rounds. I would 

suspect he'll be closer to the 2nd, than the 5th, due to his size...again, that 230+ with decent speed 

group is starting to become commonplace in the NFL. I am going to guess 3rd-round with Hill, as teams 

discount him for his off-field troubles. 

If I were an NFL GM, I would have an eye on Hill, but I'm not sure I would do anything about it. I marvel 

at Hill as a 230+ pound RB with decent speed...and I start to have visions of Eddie Lacy or Trent 

Richardson, but then I realize that there are a few 2014 RB prospects with that profile to choose 

from...and there will be more coming in the next draft. Being a really nice 230+ pound RB is not as 

special as it used to be. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

His NFL future will be tied to what team he lands with. Hill has the talent and size to start right away in 

the NFL, but he is not so ultra-talented that a team will force him to start above their established 

options. He is probably short of being called a 'franchise RB'. He belongs in the NFL. He may get an 

opportunity quickly and make an impact right away...on the right team. He could also be a forgotten 

man, like Knile Davis or Christine Michael (both of whom are far more talented than Hill) if he lands on 

a bad (for him) depth chart. 
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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