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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: SAF Ha-Ha Clinton-

Dix, Alabama 

FS/SS grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes available. 

  

Why must all Alabama players get such an automatic bump to the top of NFL Draft rankings? Ha Ha 

Clinton-Dix is not the top Safety in the draft class. Not by a long shot. I am not suggesting he is an NFL 

bust, or that he is not worthy...he's just not the best Safety in this class; not at all. 

I like the fact that he is 6'1"+ and 208-pounds. That is a nice-sized Safety prospect. He has good instincts 

and plays the position in college, for the national powerhouse, very well. However, he is not a great NFL 

prospect. 

All you need to do is look at his 2014 NFL Combine athleticism measurables to know you are not dealing 

with anything 'special' here. He's a 4.58 runner...'OK', but not great, not even good. His 10 and 20-yard 

splits were nothing to write home about either. His bench press tally (11 reps) was underwhelming. His 

vertical was low (33"). His hand-size is small ("9"). His agility times were below-average. There is nothing 

to love here except that he is big, and looks tempting with the allure of the crimson and white. 

There is nothing electric to watch on tape with Clinton-Dix either. Now, you can see that he is a solid 

Free Safety. He gets in good position, and he doesn't get caught cheating up often...which is more 

because he is a weak tackler (when considering the top Safety prospects, and then translation to the 

NFL). Clinton-Dix is more of a "jump on your back and hang-on until you fall to the ground" type of 

tackler. Other top Safety prospects like Deone Bucannon and Calvin Pryor will rip your head off. They 

lower their shoulders full throttle into ballcarriers, that's not Clinton-Dix's game. Pryor and Bucannon 

are also measured faster than Clinton-Dix in every measurement. So why is Ha Ha Clinton-Dix is 

everyone's top ranked Safety, I have no idea. 

Clinton-Dix has had a couple off-field issues of note: 

He borrowed money from a strength and conditioning coach after his car was broken into and his stuff 

was stolen. He was temporarily suspended as was the coach, but the matter did not become a major 

one. 

He was also suspended a few games for a team rules violation (details never shared by Saban). 

*As an aside: Please draft analysts or general sports writers! No more headlines like: "Ha Ha Clinton-Dix 

is no joke as a top draft prospect," or "Ha Ha is no laughing matter for the NFL Draft," and no more 

political satire jokes over his last name. Plenty have beaten this drum to death already, so going 

forward...remember, whatever it is you thought of, youwere not the first to think of it. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Ha-Ha Clinton-Dix, Through the Lens of Our SAF Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Here are Ha Ha Clinton-Dix's output numbers against the top opponents he has faced the past two 

seasons as a starter: 

3.7 tackles, 0.3 PDs, 0.1 INTs, per game = Clinton-Dix vs. LSU, Texas A&M, Georgia, Oklahoma, Auburn 

(2012-13) 

  

For a proper comparison, here is the same data snapshot against top opponents with Washington State 

top Safety prospect Deone Bucannon: 

9.0 tackles, 0.5 PDs, 0.3 INTs, per game = Bucannon vs. Auburn, Stanford, USC, Oregon (2012-13) 

  

For us, there is no comparison between Clinton-Dix and Bucannon. It's a draft-crime against humanity to 

suggest Clinton-Dix is better than Bucannon. 

Clinton-Dix has six or more tackles in four of his last 25 games, Bucannon has had six or more tackles in a 

game in 20 of his last 25 games. 

Clinton-Dix has had two or fewer tackles in 10 of his last 25 games. Bucannon has had two or fewer 

tackles in just four of his career 48 games. 

Clinton-Dix has fairly flimsy output numbers, especially on the tackle-side of the ledger. He has much 

better coverage performance metrics, but nothing 'elite' or 'awesome,' just solid. Clinton-Dix did not run 

as fast, or produce agility times better than Bucannon or Calvin Pryor. 

His mediocre performance numbers combined with his weaker measured speed-agility times at the NFL 

Combine is suspect enough that you have to question Clinton-Dix's profile ability to cover or tackle well 

enough at the next level. Not that he is incompetent, but there is nothing that screams "future NFL 

superstar" here. 

 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical SAF Prospects to Whom Ha-Ha Clinton-Dix Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

We could see Ha Ha Clinton-Dix as another Malcolm Jenkins...a solid NFL starter, but not a huge 

difference-maker. He's nice to have on the team, but not a 'star'. 

  

Overall Last First Yr College H
T 

HT Weig
ht 

Tackle 
Strngth 
Metrics 

Speed 
Cover 
Metric 

Strong 
Safety 

Free 
Safety 

2.29 Clinton-Dix Ha Ha 2014 Alabama 6 1.3 208 2.24 2.12 42% 58% 

2.64 Steltz Craig 2008 LSU 6 1.3 213 4.91 3.02 70% 30% 

5.49 Starling Jawanza 2013 USC 6 0.6 202 3.38 7.88 13% 87% 

3.34 Sash Tyler 2011 Iowa 6 0.0 211 4.57 5.11 55% 45% 

7.20 Jenkins Malcolm 2009 Ohio St 6 0.1 204 5.83 10.72 31% 69% 

4.19 Jones Chad 2010 LSU 6 2.1 221 5.13 7.20 57% 43% 

6.98 Johnson Robert 2010 Utah 6 2.1 203 4.92 11.29 36% 64% 

 

*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ and less than 0.0. 

OVERALL RATING -- We merge the data from physical measurables, skill times/counts from the NFL 

Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it 

compared to our database history of all college SS/FS prospects, with a focus on which SS/FS prospects 

went on to be good-great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the successful NFL 

SS/FS's had in common in college, that most other SS/FS prospects could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.0+ in our system is where we start to take a SS/FS prospect more seriously. 

Most of the future NFL-successful college SS/FS prospects scored 8.0+ in our system, and most of the 

NFL-superior FS/SSs pushed ratings more in the 9–10.0+ levels overall. Future NFL busts will sneak into 

the 8.0+ rating range from time to time. 

TACKLE/STRENGTH METRIC -- A combination of physical measurables and college performance, 

graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the 

SS/FS as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, forced fumbles, and physical hits to 

separate a WR from the ball. It also gives some insight into the "toughness" of a player, if it is possible to 

quantify that (this is our attempt to). 

SPEED/COVERAGE METRIC -- A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements as well as 

college performance. A unique measuring system to look for SS/FS prospects that profile for superior 

coverage skills and abilities. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

It is football-mandatory for all draft analysts to have Ha Ha Clinton-Dix at the top of their draft charts, 

for some reason. Occasionally he'll be scooped by Calvin Pryor, but that's rare. Given his draft 

momentum and Alabama lineage...Clinton-Dix is almost a lock to go in the 1st-round of the draft. 

If I were an NFL GM, I'm out of the Clinton-Dix sweepstakes. I would have a 4th+ round grade on him, 

and there is no way he's lasting until then. There are plenty of other solid-mediocre Safety 

prospects similar to Clinton-Dix, available at a much cheaper price. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Ha Ha Clinton-Dix is likely going to be expected to come in and start day-one, and I think fans and 

coaches will be disappointed by what they see. Clinton-Dix belongs in the NFL , but he is not a for sure 

starting Safety. He is not physical enough, and may not be fast enough to hang as a full-time starter. 

 

 

 

Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

4/1/2014 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

