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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: QB Peter Pujals, 

Holy Cross 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available.  

 

*Pujals (POO-yahls) 

You’re probably not going to see much written or noted about Holy Cross QB prospect Peter Pujals. He's 

coming off a senior season where he played four (really 3.5) games due to an ankle injury he sustained 

which cost him the rest of his 2016 campaign. He's a guy who played at an FCS level and didn't finish a 

full 2016, which kept him out of winning any awards or otherwise gaining notoriety. In NFL scouting 

terms, that equals a surefire undrafted free agent to be. However, there's more to this story – there is 

pro potential lurking here. 

Prior to the 2016 injury-shortened season, Pujals was on the Senior Bowl watch list coming off a 2015 

season where he threw for 28 TDs and 3,195 yards in 11 games. Not a bad season, but not epic either. 

What Senior Bowl scouts may have really been tracking, beyond a nice season, is that Pujals can play 

quarterback…better than most of the 2017 NFL Draft QB prospects. You can see in an instant that there 

is something there when you watch his tape. 

Pujals looks like an FCS Aaron Rodgers to me, when I watch his tape. Please, don’t equate Pujals and 

Rodgers as prospects – I just mean stylistically similar. Pujals is not physically imposing at 6′2″ (listed), 

like Rodgers, but has a comfort in the pocket where he delivers strikes with the flick of his wrist. So 

effortless, and so on the money, he makes it look too easy. At the FCS level, you could write off Pujals as 

just better than lower-level defenses. I would say to take the defenses out of it and just watch his 

release and timing – he throws passes effortlessly downfield and mostly on the money/in stride for the 

receiver. Pujals has a gift. He has scouting negatives to discuss, but he has a gift most college passers 

don’t have. Other QB prospects have superior size, and/or might be more groomed/polished and/or 

have better weapons to work with, but you can't teach them Pujals's release and accuracy throwing 

downfield (not short run-and-gun dump passes and slants – real throws downfield). He's a bit of a 

natural. 

There are plenty of 'what abouts'… 

What about the level of competition? What about the higher level of turnovers (seven multi-

interception games the past two seasons)? What about his size? What about his ankle? Each of these 

scouting questions has merit. I would just counter by saying that I believe we're looking at one of the 6–

10 best, most natural passers in the 2017 NFL Draft…and to be fair it’s not a deep quarterback draft. I 
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have no doubt that Pujals is a better next-level passer prospect than Josh Dobbs, DeShone Kizer, Nate 

Peterman or Chad Kelly (to name a few of the QB prospect notables in this class). 

Will Pujals get a fair shake in the NFL scouting process? Not likely. He's hard to project and better to just 

wait for him to go undrafted. He will enter the NFL as a giant underdog that will most likely get ignored 

for years, if not for his entire career. Someone has to believe in him and groom him on a practice 

squad…something NFL teams rarely do with quarterbacks from small schools. The NFL should like what 

they see – a team captain, an honor roll student, a stat producer, and the tape shows it's not a gimmick 

situation; he's a real quarterback with a live arm. Pujals can control/work an offense better than most 

college QB prospects in 2017. However, he's going to be easy to ignore for most. 

I don’t know that I'd recommend a team draft him and get their hopes up. I wouldn’t. But I would make 

him an early call in the UDFA process. I would give him a look this summer and preseason. He'll probably 

be among our top 10 QB prospects in this class after our grading periods are over, but more on the 

'deeper sleeper'/undraftable side of things. 

  

Peter Pujals, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Pujals started slowly, two seasons ago, in 2015 – 3 TDs/4 INTs in his first three games with two of the 

three under 200 yards passing…and then someone 'threw a switch' with him. In his fourth game of 2015, 

Pujals threw for 3 TDs with 177 yards passing…and then he went off to the races from there. Over his 

next 10 games, Pujals would throw for 357.9 yards and 3.1 TDs per game…numbers in a 14-game season 

that would have trended for 40+ TD passes and over 5,000+ yards passing. There are 'wow' numbers in 

Pujals's college resume…they are just buried between a slow 2015 start and an ankle injury in 2016. You 

have to go find them. I see them. 

The downside in all those numbers – 12 interceptions over his last 11 full games played. Five games with 

two or more picks. Seven games with two picks in his last two seasons (15 games). I would say that 

Pujals has such confidence in his arm…he gets too confident and tries to make every throw. It would be 

a huge argument/issue if you’re trying to decide whether to burn a top 125 pick on Pujals, but for a 

UDFA price – you grab him and see if the wild-side turnovers are easily coached through or if they are 

inherent. It may very well be that Pujals is all gunslinger and not able to play in a more controlled 

environment. I don’t believe that's the case, but it’s not out of the realm of possibility. I think you could 

groom him…everything about his background is coachable and great effort. 

Another big issue with Pujals might be his height. He's listed 6′2″/215. I worry, looking at the tape, that 

he's like 6′1″ and less than 210 pounds. If he measures under 6′2″ at his Pro Day, his 'deep sleeper' draft 

status will fall further. 
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The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Peter Pujals Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Drew Brees being on this list is something, at least. Honestly, Pujals has more in common with 'deep 

sleeper' prospects on this list…the ones who barely sniffed an NFL roster. Our computer model says 

there is a Dumb and Dumber 'one out of a million chance' for Pujals…but we're saying there's a chance. 

 

QB 
Grade 

Name Yr College H W Adj. 
Comp. 

Pct. 

Adj. 
Yds per 
Comp 

Adj. 
Pass 

per TD 

Adj. 
Pass 

per INT 

5.03 Pujals, Peter 2017 Holy Cross 73.5 213 56.9% 11.6 16.4 43.2 

6.89 Radcliff, Ryan 2013 C. Michigan 74.4 222 58.8% 13.6 17.2 42.5 

3.28 Gale, Mitchell 2013 Ab Christ. 74.1 221 57.2% 12.6 19.7 47.2 

7.14 Petty, Bryce 2015 Baylor 74.6 229 62.7% 14.6 15.5 43.3 

9.25 Brees, Drew 2001 Purdue 72.3 213 62.2% 11.6 16.3 35.6 

4.51 Thompson, Dylan 2015 So Carolina 74.1 225 58.9% 12.9 18.1 49.8 

4.24 Bercovici, Mike 2016 Arizona St 73.5 209 58.6% 11.8 23.5 58.5 

 

*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going onto become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite. 

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the right 

circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys. 

 

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Not going to be drafted. 
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NFL Outlook:    

Gets a preseason tryout. Hangs in until final cutdown day, ends up on a practice squad – and then it's up 

to God. A rash of injuries or something would have to propel Pujals into a chance to shine within the 

next few years. I'll be looking for him in the 2017 preseason games to see how he is transitioning. 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 

 

 

Signature__________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 

2/16/2017 
 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
mailto:rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com

