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NFL Draft 2014 Scouting Report: RB Jerick McKinnon, Ga 

Southern 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

All you can do is look at the data and take a leap of faith with Jerick McKinnon. How can you truly 

evaluate a college QB who completed 42.0% of his passes for his career, but only threw 81 times in 47 

games...and ran the ball 619 times...for 3,899 yards...for 42 TDs. Oh, and he also played RB sometimes, 

so throw in 10 receptions for 165 yards and a TD on his career stat compilation as well. Ah, but let's not 

forget when he played defense and offense in 2011...he had to play defense in the FCS playoffs and had 

two picks in a game. He also returned four kicks early on in his Georgia Southern career. 

McKinnon is one of those players that makes you go "wow," when you hear about his college career. 

After the initial excitement, you calm down with an evaluation in your head that he is just a crazy talent 

that blew up the lower FCS-level, and would probably be an ordinary dude in the SEC. That's not a crazy 

thought process. 

Then, just as you are about to put McKinnon in a box as an insignificant FCS QB trying to be a RB, he 

goes out and completely crushes his NFL Combine...a near legendary performance. Several awesome 

headlines are written about him as a 'winner' at the 2014 NFL Combine. It all feels good, and then the 

football analysts wrap up the McKinnon NFL Combine tip of the cap story with the dismissive term 

"Underwear Olympics," and thus we're all moving on to the next Johnny Manziel story. 

People can pooh-pooh the NFL Combine all they want, but what happened with Ka'Deem Carey's awful 

NFL Combine? The former top RB prospect tumbled from his #1-2 ranked RB status for most...down to a 

#5-10 best RB prospect (and falling). Dri Archer ran a really awesome 40-time at the NFL Combine, and 

he is suddenly ESPN's #5 RB prospect...up from about his prior ranking of about a millionth. The other 

NFL Combine 'winner' DT Aaron Donald has now popped up to #2 ranked among all DLs, up from #3-5 

prior. However, Jerick McKinnon is noted for having the single best NFL Combine performance, and he 

cannot crack the top-10 RB prospects. Why? I tell you "why." 

The mainstream doesn't know what to do with McKinnon, because it requires more thought...and faith. 

It's not completely evident to any of us. McKinnon ran as a Wishbone QB in college, primarily, so how 

does one evaluate him as a RB, if he's never really played it for a long stretch of time? Plus, he played at 

Georgia Southern...how can you go apple-to-apples there? It's safer to just trust Ka'Deem 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2014 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 1, 2014 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 2  
 

Carey or De'Anthony Thomas because they went to schools we all recognize...and played RB all the 

time. 

The truth is that Jerick McKinnon has to be taken seriously as the best "Speed-RB" in this draft and is in 

the argument for the best overall RB prospect as well. 

McKinnon didn't just muddle through his college career, and then pull some college track athlete stuff 

on all of us at the NFL Combine. He didn't just win the "Underwear Olympics." He played all four years in 

college. He was a 1st-team All-American for FCS. In every game McKinnon played in 2013 where he had 

15 or more carries he had 100+ yards rushing...in fact he averaged 166.3 yards rushing with 1.8 rushing 

TDs per game when getting 15+ carries in a game (27.3 carries per game, 6.1 ypc in four games with 15+ 

carries). 

When McKinnon needed to run; when he wanted to run...he did. Almost at will. Late in 2013, Georgia 

Southern went into the home of the Florida Gators and beat them 26-20. McKinnon at RB...against an 

SEC team...on the road...with FCS-level blockers, ran for 125 yards on nine carries against Florida. Wait 

for it...he also had the game winning TD run (14 yards) with 2+ minutes left. He took a pitch out and 

completely dusted the Gators' DE and waltzed untouched into the end zone. 

When I watch McKinnon on tape, I see a tiny option QB (5'8.7" tall) who could not be stopped when the 

entire defense knew Georgia Southern was running the ball. McKinnon looks like Ray Rice playing QB. 

He just runs to holes, and when something gets in his way he tries to run through it. He also possesses 

the speed and agility to run around it as well. On tape, you can see his instinct for the running ball. 

An athlete of McKinnon's size is terrible as a QB prospect, but totally fine for an NFL RB prospect. Had he 

played tailback for Alabama or Florida State, how do you think he would have fared? Pretty well, we 

would suspect. McKinnon would probably be a #1 ranked RB prospect today if he had been the starting 

RB for Oklahoma or Texas. His numbers would have been great, then his NFL Combine would have 

amazed, and then he would have been a no-brainer top RB prospect right now. His current crime is he 

played at Georgia Southern not Georgia. 

McKinnon appears to be fine off the field. He has won several dedication and effort awards. He was a 

part of the team's Leadership Council and was voted team MVP. His only crime, right now, is not playing 

D1 ball for draft analysts' evaluations. 

I am mocking mainstream coverage of McKinnon so far, but I understand that FCS 'gods' are often NFL 

false idols. Having hesitation with McKinnon makes some sense. However, I am amused at how many of 

the NFL Combine "winners" moved up heavily in positional rankings, but McKinnon is still kinda "off the 

grid." 
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Jerick McKinnon, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

McKinnon's last two seasons on a per game basis: 

19.2 carries, 129.8 rushing yards, 1.4 TDs, 6.8 ypc = McKinnon 2012 

16.1 carries, 105.0 rushing yards, 1.2 TDs, 6.5 ypc = McKinnon 2013 

  

McKinnon vs. SEC teams the past two seasons: 

19 carries for 109 yards and 2 TDs = vs. Georgia 2012 

  8 carries for 125 yards and a GW TD = vs. Florida 2013 

  

It's not the statistical tallies that has everyone excited; it's the NFL Combine performance. 

Bench Press: McKinnon posted 32 reps 

The only under 210-pound RB prospects that we show who have been able to post 30+ bench reps in 

draft workouts are Shane Vereen and Antone Smith, both with 31 reps. 

10-yard split: McKinnon 1.46 

Dri Archer may have had the fastest 40-time, but he was tied with McKinnon for fastest RB prospect at 

the 10-yard marker. A couple other players who hit 1.46 on a 10-yard split: Chris Johnson and Jamaal 

Charles. It's a rare feat. 

McKinnon also posted one of the fastest 40-times and three-cone times among the 2014 RB class. 

Of all the "Speed-RBs," among these smaller RB prospects we have researched, if we narrow down to: 

Under 4.45 40-time, less than 7.00 three-cone, 18+ bench reps, a sub 1.50 10-yard time, and weighs 

over 195+ pounds, we have: Six names, including McKinnon: C.J. Spiller, Ray Rice, Jahvid Best, Nic 

Grigsby, Cedric Peerman. 
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The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Jerick McKinnon Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

It's near-impossible for our system to find a neat match for McKinnon. He is too powerful to lineup with 

the traditional speed RBs in our smaller, speedy class. He is also too fast to compare with the bigger, 

more physical of these smaller RBs. He is, to a degree, a 'freak'.re. 

 

RB 
Score 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

9.25 McKinnon Jerick Ga Southern 2014 5 8.7 209 9.47 8.69 13.04 

12.98 Williams DeAngelo Memphis 2006 5 9.0 214 10.50 16.92 11.54 

10.96 Bush Reggie USC 2006 5 10.7 201 17.22 21.20 9.15 

9.72 Moreno Knowshon Georgia 2009 5 10.5 217 4.88 6.76 10.76 

6.29 Scales Treavor Harvard 2013 5 8.6 201 6.21 9.88 6.89 

7.73 Peerman Cedric Virginia 2009 5 9.4 216 12.89 2.94 10.70 

7.97 Scott Bernard Ab Christian 2009 5 10.2 200 9.92 12.53 9.17 

7.24 Ringer Javon Mich St 2009 5 9.1 205 -1.92 6.52 9.26 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2014. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc.  

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2014. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 
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Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

2014 NFL Draft Outlook: 

McKinnon is tracking as a 4th+ round pick, and that is probably fair value given the low value of smaller 

RBs anymore. McKinnon is so unique, possessing "Small-RB" speed with a power RB's strength that 

someone is likely to fall in love with his multi-dimensional usage and grab him in the late 3rd-round. It's 

not out of the question that he could play Safety either. McKinnon can work as a Darren Sproles-type RB 

(only better), or as a Randall Cobb WR (only better). I want to say he is a 3rd-round pick, but I may be 

too enthusiastic, whereas the NFL plays more afraid of the unknown...so I'll guess 4th-round. 

If I were an NFL GM, I have a small dilemma. I acknowledge how much talent McKinnon has. I also know 

he is versatile. I also know the smaller RB and smaller WR positions are oversupplied in the NFL. I have 

no need to chase McKinnon over something higher rated that I see, or equally rated, at another 

position. I want McKinnon, but I can live without him. Where do you value that type of player; probably 

4th or 5th-round. He deserves better, but he is at a position of over-supply. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

McKinnon will be useful to whatever team he lands on. If I am the Saints, I consider releasing Darren 

Sproles, saving the cap space, and adding a cheaper McKinnon to be the better, inexperienced version 

of Sproles. A savvy NFL team might make McKinnon a star, because they will utilize him in devious ways. 

A dumb team will stick him at 3rd-string RB for two-years. 
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