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NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: OLB Harold Landry, Boston 

College 

*Our LB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

I’m starting to lean towards Harold Landry as a better defensive prospect for the 2018 NFL Draft 

than Bradley Chubb (just to begin this with an inflammatory statement). 

I say that not so much to mock Chubb as a prospect, but to promote how really good Harold Landry is. 

And to some degree it’s comparing whether an apple or an orange is the best fruit – they are different 

fruits, appealing to different people’s taste and for some folks, their fruit choice might be ‘needs based’. 

Just to set the table between these two… 

6’4.3”/269, 4.65 40-yd, 1.63 10-yd, 24 bench reps, 36.0” vert., 4.41 shuttle, 7.37 three-cone = Chubb 

6’2.3”/252, 4.64 40-yd, 1.59 10-yd, 24 bench reps, 36.0” vert., 4.19 shuttle, 6.88 three-cone = Landry 

  

Yes, Chubb is taller, bigger…which makes his straight-line speed so impressive. However, Landry’s three-

cone/agility times are on an elite level. Do you prefer elite size-speed with OK agility or smaller sized, 

pretty fast (with quicker burst) and elite-level agility? There’s no ‘right or wrong answer, in a sense. 

To some degree, it’s an unfair comparison. You could say Chubb is the better 4-3 DE prospect (maybe 

the best in the draft) while Landry is the better 3-4 OLB (maybe the best in the draft). The ‘better’ 

prospect may be defined by your particular needs. 

In 2016, as a junior, Harold Landry racked up 22.0 TFLs and 16.5 sacks with 7 forced fumbles. Somehow, 

the NFL Draft experts have marginalized/dismissed Landry’s production capability in a chase for Bradley 

Chubb’s very good but not-as-good-as-Landry output resume. I think there is a group-think that 

is so strong on Chubb, and deserved on some level, that everyone else is lumped into a ‘not Chubb’ 

dogpile. 

I think analysts are looking at Landry’s fall off, statistically, in 2017 and raising their noses up at him. In 8 

games, in 2017, Landry had just 8.5 TFLs and 5.0 sacks…a far cry, a let down from his stellar 2016. Here’s 

the thing…Landry hurt his ankle in BC’s sixth game of the season. He tried to play though it in their 

seventh game (v. Louisville) and then gave up on it during their eighth game (vs. Virginia) and he cut his 

season short with the injury. 
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If you take Landry’s first six games, healthy in 2017, and just double the output into a 12-game season: 

64 tackles, 16.0 TFLs, 10.0 sacks…as many sacks as Chubb had in his 2017 season. 

But, the 2017 season damage is done on Landry due to missing games. So much so, people are snoozing 

on his great 40-time/10-time paired with his elite agility times (for a DE/OLB prospect)…from a guy who 

has shown the ability to produce high end numbers on a mediocre football team. Landry is getting 1st 

round grades but he’s not getting anywhere near the love and respect Bradley Chubb is, for one 

example. 

I watch Landry on tape and I marvel at his movement skills. He is so very graceful moving from side-to-

side or trying to get in-between blockers or chasing down ball carriers, etc. He has tremendous 

movement skills and translated it into on-field production.   

Everything about Landry’s tape screams ‘outside linebacker’…and not a true EDGE/defensive end. You 

could use him as a 4-3 DE, but you really want him as a 3-4 OLB. You don’t want to keep him cooped up 

to just EDGE rushing. You want him working all parts of the field because he can. His agility, his 

movement skills and speed are going to allow him to play the run, drop swiftly into coverage, and rush 

the backfield when it’s called for. He brings more flexibility to the table than Bradley Chubb, and he’s 

better at OLB flexibility than multi-dimensional Tremaine Edmunds and Leighton Vander Esch (other 

top guys I’ve studied deeply the past few days). 

You can see on tape that Landry has more of a linebacker’s spirit versus being an EDGE rusher. Landry 

tends to try to read running plays and doesn’t just put his head down rushing the backfield and then try 

to figure out what’s going on if/when he gets there. He pauses his rush, when he thinks appropriate, to 

see what’s happening with the play and then reacting to it. Bradley Chubb is more of a ‘head down’ and 

charge the backfield at all costs player (compared to Landry). There’s a need for the big-time pass 

rushers in the NFL but there’s need for the multifaceted, slithery OLB guys off the EDGE as well. On 

paper, Landry appears like he may be the most gifted at being that high-end OLB/pass rush threat. 

On tape, it’s looking that way too. 

I even liked Landry’s pass rush skills better than Chubb’s, honestly. I get that Chubb has a size-

speed/mass advantage, but Landry has actual techniques when getting after the QB…and when he gets 

locked up with a blocker, Landry tends to move the blocker back – where I saw Chubb just thwarted by 

blockers when they squared up to him. Chubb has ‘race as fast as possible’ as his big pass rush move. By 

comparison, Landry has some solid techniques on his pass rush. 

In the end, our computer scouting models and my eyes think Landry is a better prospect than Chubb, 

but like them both. 

What I also like about Landry – he’s deadly serious about football. He’s smart and focused. He’s a 

notorious film studier and gym rat. Bradley Chubb thinks it’s funny to steal opposing player’s towels off 

their waist (true, look it up if you need to). 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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During the NFL Combine, both Chubb and Landry were interviewed post-Combine events, and I watched 

the tape of both on the same day in prep for my reports. Chubb’s interview was 3-5 minutes and a bit 

silly, but it was fine. Then I watched the Landry piece and he talked for like eight minutes. He broke 

down some of how and why he models different techniques from Von Miller and Khalil Mack. He also, 

without thinking, twice talked about (in a serious, matter of fact tone) how he works his ass off in the 

offseason to improve on this and that. It was the kind of interview, the kind of mindset you want to see 

in your defender…even if that’s nonsensical to be attracted to. As opposed to Chubb who spent time 

talking about stealing towels from opposing team players and how tight he is with the other Chubb 

relatives. 

Landry’s output looks better in our internal algorithms for performance than Chubb’s does. His 

athleticism is right there with Chubb. Landry’s off-field work appears more stringent than Chubb’s. How 

can we not push Landry as a better prospect than Chubb? 

  

Harold Landry, Through the Lens of Our OLB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Another Chubb v. Landry comparison... 

They both played in the ACC. Over the past three seasons, they’ve faced ACC powers Florida State, 

Virginia Tech, and Clemson multiple times. Their output comparison per game… 

6.9 tackles, 0.8 TFLs, 0.3 sacks = Chubb (7 games) 

6.8 tackles, 1.9 TFLs, 0.9 sacks = Landry (8 games) 

 

Landry has posted 4.0 or more TFLs in a game four times in his 38-game career. Twice against Florida 

State. Once against Wagner. Once against Wake Forest. 

In 18 games, from the entire 2016 season to the six games in 2017 before he hurt his ankle, Landry had 

30.0 TFLs (1.7 per game) and 21.5 sacks (1.2 per game). In his last 18 games, Chubb had 33.0 TFLs and 

14.0 sacks.  

 

2018 NFL Combine measurables… 

6’2.3”/252, 32.87” arms, 9.38” hands 

4.64 40-time, 2.69 20-yard, 1.59 10-yard, 4.19 shuttle, 6.88 three-cone 

24 bench reps, 36.0” vertical, 9’11” broad jump 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The Historical OLB Prospects to Whom Harold Landry Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

A very strong comparison list from our scouting models for Landry…like really good. Von Miller and 

Terrell Suggs just missed making the top comps.  

I’ve talked to some scouts who compare Landry favorably to Vic Beasley…that doesn’t ‘feel’ 100% right 

with me, but I get it…so does our computer models.  

 

DT 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W Tackle 
Strgth 
Metric 

Spd 
Agil 

Metric 

Pass 
Rush 

Metric 

10.671 Landry Harold 2018 Boston Coll 6 2.3 252 7.16 12.59 9.86 

10.949 Beasley Vic 2015 Nebraska 6 3.0 246 8.97 13.13 11.10 

9.615 Hughes Jerry 2010 TCU 6 1.6 255 6.67 10.38 9.04 

11.494 Ware Demarcus 2001 Troy 6 4.0 251 7.26 12.64 10.31 

11.352 Phillips Shaun 2004 Purdue 6 2.5 255 8.30 12.42 9.98 

9.483 Barr Anthony 2014 UCLA 6 4.7 255 8.19 12.71 10.75 

8.898 Watt T.J. 2017 Wisconsin 6 4.4 252 6.01 11.03 10.59 

8.167 Bowser Tyus 2017 Houston 6 2.5 247 6.97 10.70 10.26 

 

*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of LBs going on to become NFL good/great/elite. 

A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an 

NFL elite LB. 

All of the LB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in certain 

instances. 

Tackle-Strength Metrics = A combination of several physical and performance measurements. An 

attempt to classify the LB prospect's ability to stop the run, as well as a gauge of how physical the player 

is and the likelihood of higher tackle counts in the NFL. All based on profiles of LBs historically. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, and size measurements...as well as game 

performance data to profile an LB for speed/agility based on LBs historically. A unique measuring system 

to look for LBs that profile for quickness, pass-coverage ability, and general ability to cover more ground. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Pass Rush Metrics = A combination of the physical measurements, but also proven on-field ability to get 

to the QB/backfield in college. 

  

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Landry is a 1st round projection for everyone, so he's definitely not getting dissed at all in this 

process...but the dissing is that he doesn’t get mentioned as good as or better-than Chubb. I’d project 

Landry going somewhere between pick #10-20 to the Detroit Lions, who will trade to get him if needed. 

Landry was schooled and reveres long-term defensive coach Paul Pasqualoni…now the new D-C for 

Matt Patricia in Detroit.  

If I were an NFL GM, I’d have Landry as a top 10 player for this draft most likely. A guy I’m willing to 

invest in with top 10 money…maybe top 5 depending on my needs. I’m ‘all good’ with Landry.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

Landry should have a fine NFL career. He shouldn’t bust because he can play so many roles. If he isn’t a 

high-end pass rusher, he can just play the outside even in a 4-3 scheme. He’s too talented to fail in the 

NFL…and he looks like a potential Pro Bowl talent.  
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