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NFL Draft 2018 Scouting Report: WR Courtland 

Sutton, SMU 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for "Big-WR," a classification we use to separate the more physical, downfield/over-the-

top, heavy-red-zone-threat-type WRs. Our WR-S/"Small-WRs" are profiled by our computer more as slot 

and/or possession-type WRs who are less typically physical and rely more on speed/agility to operate 

underneath the defense and/or use big speed to get open deep...they are not used as weapons in the red 

zone as much.  

  

The first offensive skill position player that I’ve truly fallen in love with for the 2018 NFL 

Draft…Courtland Sutton, WR SMU. It took a little bit for me to find true love, but here I am. 

I’ve been on and off, mostly on this bandwagon for over a year…little did I know how close to I was to 

gold. 

In a preview study in the summer of 2017, I thought Sutton was pretty talented (like most people). I 

thought he had flashes of ‘A’ and then some ‘meh’ flashes of ‘B’…good-not-great, but perhaps great. In 

that 2017 preview, I punted…I couldn’t get a good feel from two games of tape, but I saw the 

potential/hope people had with him. 

When I previewed more tape ahead of the 2018 NFL Combine, I graded him an ‘A’ but with 

reservations…hedging…leaving myself an out. 

When the WR prospects started doing the Combine timing events…Sutton ran a 4.55 40-time and 

posted a 35.5″ vertical reported early on. Neither bad measurements, but I was looking to/hoping for 

‘next Julio Jones’ crazy numbers like 220+ pounds instead of 218 pounds. 38″+ vertical, not 35.5″. A 40-

time in the 4.4s, not a 4.55. My expectations were high, and the Combine dashed them a bit. 

I psyched myself out. I wanted A+ and he gave me B+, and I whined about it. I started to wonder if the 

negatives I saw on tape were more real than not – maybe he couldn’t separate because he’s an average 

athlete. Maybe he is a little too ‘soft’. 

Then, I watched him work the various catching drills and was very impressed. Most everyone looks good 

catching in shorts and a T-shirt if they’re good football players. However, Sutton caught the ball more 

‘sure’, more attacking than I had built up in my mind from previewing a couple of games…still, it was just 

a drill. I was still pouting about his good-not-great 40-time and vertical numbers. 
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Once the WRs are done on-field catching drills at the Combine, they disappear to do the three-cone and 

the official results are posted later in the day. You’re watching the tight ends work live doing their timing 

events…and don’t care about three-cones by the WRs, where the times aren’t blared out immediately 

(like the 40-yard dash is). 

The WR three-cone and shuttle times came in and I almost fell out of my chair. This can’t be real, it has 

to be a typo…Sutton posted a 6.57 three-cone? Impossible. 

You know how many WRs cracked a sub-6.60 three-cone time in the past decade pre-draft, according to 

my data? 26…including Sutton. How many of those 26 were 215+ pound WRs? 7…including Sutton. How 

many of those 7 were sub-6.60 three-cone and 215+ pounds AND did it at a Combine not a (sketchy) Pro 

Day? 5…including Sutton. How many of those 5 ran faster than a 4.55 40-time with all the other 

attributes mentioned? 3…including Sutton. How many of those 3 had all those markers + were 1,000+ 

yard receivers and/or 10+ TD producers in a college season? 1…Sutton. 

FYI, Julio Jones had a 6.66 three-cone at his Combine. 

Sutton’s shuttle and agility times for his size…it is an outlier, a ‘freak’. Some have been that quick but 

were more track guys or athletic with ‘bad hands’, etc., in college – but Sutton was a force in college. 

When the three-cone time hit, I had to re-look at Sutton’s entire profile to see if this number looked real 

on tape/manifested itself in game play. The answer is a resounding, “Yes.” 

Watching tape of Sutton and focusing on his quickness/feet, etc., I was blown away – and I was mad. 

Sutton’s the kinda guy you tend to watch from the waist up on tape, at first…because he’s so big and 

grabs throws up high…so, your natural instinct, or my instinct, was watching him catch and his body 

position + hands. I didn’t really lock on to his feet. He seemed fine/quick enough, so no need to fixate on 

his feet at a glance…but I was missing one of his best gifts. What makes me mad at this is…not that I 

missed it my first times around, but that Calvin Ridley is getting all this acclaim for how fast he is off the 

line, and he is, but they should be saying the same for Sutton – and Sutton dwarfs Ridley in size, 

toughness, and catching ability. Why isn’t Sutton getting the Ridley treatment…of course, it’s because 

‘Alabama’. All Crimson Tide prospects are assumed better than everyone else at everything unless 

painfully proven otherwise.   

The two things that concerned me before this deeper study on Sutton were: (1) He seemed to play a 

little soft. (2) He had some games this year that make you wonder – 1 catch for 0 yards against TCU. 1 

catch for 35 yards and a TD versus Memphis. 

After a deep study on these two concerns…I’m erasing them as concerns. In fact, what I thought was 

concerning was just not not-concerning…I saw positives within them. 

Is Sutton soft? Many football people have whispered it and so have I, but I would point to three things 

that changed my perception… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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1: Sutton’s personal background is not that of a diva. He worked on a farm growing up…like a legit 

farmer. He had to do a lot of things most of us would never and will never do. He was raised on hard 

work. He’s notorious with his teammates and coaches for his hard work and doing dirty work/tasks 

others shy from. He’s also won several awards for community service. He was also a team captain as a 

junior. Sutton is not soft or one to avoid ‘tough’ things. 

2: Watch his tape against North Texas this past season (8 catches for 163 yards and 4 TDs). He got called 

for pushing and shoving defenders because they were cheap-shotting him. The defenders were getting 

in his face after most plays and trying to bait him…and he took the bait once or twice. They hit him 

cheap/first and then he’d get caught retaliating – I didn’t care about losing his cool…because I never saw 

it elsewhere except when people were cheap-shotting him in this game – he didn’t just stand there and 

take it. He also took it to them by blocking the crap out of some of them on running plays. 

3: In 2017 (and 2016), he was double- and triple-teamed a lot. As a scout or fan, you want him to make 

every catch and have highlight plays, but many times he was bracketed and his QB couldn’t get him the 

ball…and his QB was no prize, so Sutton looked like he was drifting at times. I don’t think he was…he was 

just not close to open. When he did get solo coverage and would scorch past his coverage…the QB 

would overthrow him 9 times out of 10 it seemed. With another QB/system, Sutton scores 20+ TDs in 

2017…easily. 

The more I watched of Sutton, the more I realized he has a chip/he doesn’t let anyone mess with him. 

He plays tough when he needs to, but he doesn’t try to always run people over – he makes catches near 

the sidelines and gets out of bounds smartly, not cowardly…almost like he’s preserving himself because 

he’s in a coverage war on every snap just about. What I thought was a negative a week ago, I swing it to 

a positive now. 

  

What happened with Sutton in the TCU and Memphis games? One catch in each game. 

Because Sutton is not Calvin Ridley/an Alabama player…analysts will cherry-pick these two bad games 

and wonder if better competition is to blame/is a flaw…that Sutton is defeatable by better DBs and 

racked numbers on the weak. 

In these two games…one catch each game, I gained the most respect for Sutton (where other analysts 

mark him down for it). TCU literally covered Sutton with 3–4 guys half the time. Sutton had like 7 targets 

(by my count) and there was a mix of bracketed coverage, or when Sutton did get loose they’d P.I. him, 

or when he burned coverage completely the QB would overthrow the wide-open Sutton. He had one 

catch for zero yards vs. TCU…he should’ve had 3–4 TDs in the game. SMU doesn’t bubble-screen 

him…they send him deep a lot to take the defense with him. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Against Memphis (1-35-1), Sutton saw more double coverage and also saw 9 targets…and same story – 

not open/bracketed, or a P.I., or the QB missed the opportunity. Definitely not ‘drops’ or any Sutton-

related issue. 

Watching Sutton in these ‘bad’ games he had, you see a WR fighting impossible coverage/attention. You 

see him glide effortlessly to get open in one-on-one coverage but the QB couldn’t deliver. In one-on-

one, I’d say Sutton was virtually uncoverable by anyone in college football. He’s too quick/agile and 

smooth in and out of breaks to be contained. It’s breathtaking to watch his movement skills. I didn’t see 

it as well first time around. It took the three-cone time to alert me…and then his ‘worst’ games to let me 

really see ‘it’. He’s as graceful a WR as you’ll find…so smooth it lulls you to sleep as a scout…maybe even 

into thinking he’s not trying. I think it’s that he’s an inhuman athlete running so smoothly at his size. 

  

Courtland Sutton has it all. He’s got size. He has NFL speed and elite agility. He plays under control and 

he plays with effort/urgency. He’s a hard worker and team captain – a great teammate. He has great 

hands. He’s a true #1 WR for the NFL. One of the best ‘big’ WR prospects since Julio Jones…and I think I 

like Sutton’s game better, honestly. 

 

  

Courtland Sutton, Through the Lens of Our WR Scouting Algorithm: 

Sutton had quality output/numbers every season of his college career, but you almost cannot judge 
them on the surface for two reasons: 

(1) Sutton played with mostly terrible starting QBs his entire career…a bunch of 54–58% passers who 
threw for a combined 68 TDs/44 INTs total the past three seasons. I watched the tape…Sutton is open all 
over and the QBs missed him too many times. Many times they didn’t see him because they won’t 
throw over the middle because they can’t see the field. 

(2) Sutton was sent deep most of the time. With the QB play so bad and the double/triple teams, 
sending him deep took away 20%+ of the defenders with him, and the QBs couldn’t make over-the-
middle throws so Sutton going deep was their safest throw. What this did was – opened up the 
underneath for LSU transfer and draft prospect WR Trey Quinn to have 114 catches for 1,236 yards and 
13 TDs last season – all better than Sutton in every category. It was Sutton that created Quinn’s huge 
opportunity…give half of those numbers to Sutton. 

Whatever numbers you see from Sutton…double them – that was the lost opportunity because Sutton 
was so good and played with such bad QBs under such heavy coverage. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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NFL Combine measurables… 

6′3.3″/218, 9.75″ hands, 32 3/8″ arms 

4.54 40-time, 4.11 shuttle, 6.57 three-cone 

18 bench reps, 35.5″ vertical, 10′4″ broad jump 

 

 

The Historical WR Prospects to Whom Courtland Sutton Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

I’ve been so fixated on the Julio Jones comps people made for the past two years that I missed out on 

the most obvious one…the guy whose style he reminds me of the most – Andre Johnson, former 

Houston Texas superstar.  

Julio Jones was a lot faster/more athletic than Sutton as a prospect, but Sutton isthe more accomplished  

WR in my book. 

  

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr 

Last First College H H W Power 
Strgth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

9.769 2018 Sutton Courtland SMU 6 3.3 218 7.34 9.74 9.92 

8.403 2002 Johnson Andre Miami, Fla 6 3.5 220 8.71 11.03 7.44 

9.787 2011 Jones Julio Alabama 6 2.8 220 8.83 11.81 8.08 

6.615 2017 Hogan Krishawn Marian 6 3.0 222 7.24 5.54 7.57 

7.278 2006 Jackson Chad Florida 6 0.8 213 6.86 11.92 7.37 

 

*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Big-WR prospect more seriously. A score of 8.50+ is where 

we see a stronger correlation of a Big-WR going on to become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is 

more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Big-WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical measurement metrics, rated historically in our 

database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size profiling, bench press 

strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, physical size, mixed with 

some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here project to have a better YAC and show 

characteristics to be used as deep threats/to create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in college, considering 

the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data considers some physical profiling for hand size, 

etc. High scorers here have a better track record of college statistical performance, and overall this 

projects the combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Calvin Ridley has the top draft momentum among WRs. D.J. Moore is moving up fast. Christian Kirk is 
usually a #2–3 fixture on the WR rankings. D.J. Chark has jumped ahead into the #3–4 spot for many. 
Sutton has fallen from #2–4 to #3–6 in most WR draft rankings I see. Sutton, for some reason, isn’t as 
sexy as the other WRs leaving the Combine. 

I think Sutton is a lock for the 1st round and will be one of the first three WRs picked. He should the first 
WR picked, but Calvin Ridley did go to Alabama, so… 

If I were an NFL GM, of the top WRs I’ve studied so far…Sutton is the only 1st-rounder for me. He’s a 
legit threat to be a #1 WR in the vein of Andre Johnson – a reliable star. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

If Sutton is taken in the 1st round, he’ll have expectations to start right away. If he falls into the 2nd 

round…he might not have such expectations and he lands with a team where he’s a piece of the 

ensemble but not pushed as ‘the guy’. If Sutton goes 1st round to Chicago – it would be setting up the 

Bears with a wonderful Trubisky-Sutton connection for years to come.  

Sutton’s going to be somewhere between good and great…landing spot will likely make the difference 

on which one it is.  
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