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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: SAF Desmond King, 

Iowa 

FS/SS grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, Wonderlic test 

results leaked, etc. We will update info as it becomes available. 

  

I recalled looking at early, quick pieces of tape and really loving Desmond King as a corner. I thought he 

was a very talented man-to-man corner…maybe even a shutdown corner prospect for the NFL. Once I 

watched several game tapes this week, I realized two things: (1) Desmond King is a very good, sound 

football player. (2) Desmond King is not a shutdown corner, and should probably move to safety sooner 

rather than later. 

I mean the move to safety suggestion somewhat as a compliment. King is a very good football player. He 

has cover skills. He has a thick frame. He is a willing and very good tackler…especially for a college 

cornerback. He's very smart, an Honor Roll student. He can be the quarterback of a defense as a safety 

or maybe a hybrid safety/linebacker (if he adds bulk). He can also fill in as a cornerback in a pinch, but 

it's not projecting as his best spot for the NFL (for us). He doesn’t have NFL speed to be a pure corner. 

He's going to get torched on and off by all the speedy WRs in the NFL. 

Watching King on tape, when he loses his man…his man is gone. King isn’t catching up. He'll make up for 

that with savvy technique and anticipating plays/routes – he's a smart player. He was great against bad 

QBs and weaker WRs…and the Big Ten didn’t offer many challenges in 2016. No Ohio State on the 

schedule in 2016, and a weak nonconference schedule. Tyler Boyd caught 10 passes for 131 yards and 1 

TD facing off against King in 2015. 

King returned kicks and punts and had a lot of great defensive numbers in college – they don’t fully 

translate because of his issue with straight-line speed and a lot of the competition he faced. I watched 

him in the Iowa return game – he was OK for college but doesn't have that 'kick' or that extra juice in the 

NFL. There's definitely a home in the NFL for King because he is a fundamentally sound player and a 

good locker room guy. I just do not believe that spot is at cornerback in the NFL. 
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Desmond King, Through the Lens of Our SAF Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Many top CB prospects from this class are all cover/no tackle…getting like 2–3 tackles per game. King 

averaged 4.5 tackles per game last season and 5.0 tackles per game over his career. He has no problem 

bringing down ball-carriers at his stout 5′10″/201. 

Returned an INT for a TD in three straight seasons. #4 all-time in the Big Ten (since 1976) in INT return 

TDs with three. 

King had 33 passes defended in his career – #3 all-time in the Big Ten and #12 in all of the NCAA since 

2005. 

101 combined kick and punt returns, but no return TDs. 

  

NFL Combine data… 

5′10″/201, 9.6″ hands, 31.1″ arms 

4.51 40-time (Pro Day), skipped it at the NFL Combine, 6.67 three-cone (sensational) 

14 bench reps, 34.0″ vertical, 9′9″ broad jump 

  

King's college stats on CFB Reference: http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/desmond-king-

1.html 

 

 

 

The Historical SAF Prospects to Whom Desmond King Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Jairus Byrd, Micah Hyde…college corners turned more safety/corner types in the NFL…and successful 

ones at that. 

 

 

CB 
Grade 

Last First Draft 
Yr 

College H H W Cover 
Rating 

Speed 
Metrics 

Agility 
Metric 

Tackle 
Metric 
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7.75 King Desmond 2017 Iowa 5 10.0 201 8.32 8.82 7.24 8.81 

7.29 Byrd Jairus 2009 Oregon 5 10.1 207 10.08 -2.45 9.23 9.95 

5.42 Hyde Micah 2013 Iowa 5 11.6 197 7.16 -0.93 5.87 9.03 

5.81 Poyer Jordan 2013 Oregon St 5 11.7 191 8.43 4.38 4.63 6.06 

6.26 Hargreaves Vernon 2016 Florida 5 10.4 204 8.23 2.54 8.94 7.72 

5.83 Fleming Jamell 2012 Oklahoma 5 10.5 206 7.51 1.03 9.49 10.10 

7.11 Gratz Dwayne 2013 U Conn 5 11.1 201 9.46 3.78 8.48 8.85 

5.02 Williams Aaron 2011 Texas 5 11.7 204 6.41 -1.18 8.60 7.98 

4.89 Nelson Steven 2015 Oregon St 5 11.6 191 7.79 1.02 6.14 8.42 

 

 

*The ratings are based on a 1–10 rating scale, but a prospect can score over 10.0+ and less than 0.0. 

OVERALL RATING -- We merge the data from physical measurables, skill times/counts from the NFL 

Combine/Pro Days, with college performance data available on pass coverage/tackles, etc. and grade it 

compared to our database history of all college SS/FS prospects, with a focus on which SS/FS prospects 

went on to be good-great-elite in the NFL. We found characteristics/data points that the successful NFL 

SS/FS's had in common in college, that most other SS/FS prospects could not match/achieve. 

Scoring with a rating over a 7.0+ in our system is where we start to take a SS/FS prospect more seriously. 

Most of the future NFL-successful college SS/FS prospects scored 8.0+ in our system, and most of the 

NFL-superior FS/SSs pushed ratings more in the 9–10.0+ levels overall. Future NFL busts will sneak into 

the 8.0+ rating range from time to time. 

TACKLE/STRENGTH METRIC -- A combination of physical measurables and college performance, 

graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an attempt to classify the 

SS/FS as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of tackles, forced fumbles, and physical hits to 

separate a WR from the ball. It also gives some insight into the "toughness" of a player, if it is possible to 

quantify that (this is our attempt to). 

SPEED/COVERAGE METRIC -- A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements as well as 

college performance. A unique measuring system to look for SS/FS prospects that profile for superior 

coverage skills and abilities. 

 

 

 

 

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 
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King is drawing second-round projections, some as a corner and others already listing him as a free 

safety. That's on the button…whatever he is, he's a second-round talent and a player with a low 

likelihood of his drafting team regretting the draft decision. 

 

 

NFL Outlook:    

King is going to be a contributor to whatever team he lands with, and if he falls in with a top-flight 

franchise, he'll be a quiet foundational piece, a key cog that helps a team win a title. A very sound, 

quality prospect for the defensive backfield…but not a shutdown corner. 
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