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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: RB Christian McCaffrey, 

Stanford 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

  

Most everyone in scouting seems to agree on Christian McCaffrey…not a main-workload running back 

because of his size but has skills to take carries in the NFL and will be a hell of a third-down/receiving RB 

in the NFL with the added bonus of being able to work in the return game. The typical scouting summary 

on McCaffrey is almost a dismissal, a pat on the head…a rushed commentary so they can hurry up 

and go praise Dalvin Cook some more. Rarely is anyone engaged in discussing McCaffrey as a better NFL 

RB prospect than Cook…or even the best RB prospect in the 2017 class. I think it's open for some 

discussion. 

You cannot fairly compare Leonard Fournette and Christian McCaffrey as prospects because there will 

be a rift. Some people like their running back to get 20–25 touches all between the tackles with a bruiser 

like Fournette. Fewer people prefer their running back to get 20–25 touches from 5–8 carries, 5–10 

targets, and 1-5 returns per game. Thus, the bias…the artificial lid on what McCaffrey brings to the table. 

Most people like their running backs as workhorses delivering punishment. Marshawn Lynch is 'cooler' 

than Danny Woodhead, to set a visual. I like the power guys too, and every team should have 

one…along with having their 'McCaffrey' (see: Super Bowl champ New England Patriots…Blount + Lewis-

White). 

How do you value a running back if they are not a between-the-tackles Mack truck, but have the best 

receiving hands of any RB prospect in the draft (or in most any draft) and run a 40-time in the 4.4s with 

historic agility times at the NFL Combine? If this person attended Ohio State or Alabama, we'd call them 

a top 15–20 overall pick and 'the future of the NFL'. When they are a West Coast player and are a white 

running back (and this bias exists in scouting…no sense hiding from it)…we call them a 'sleeper' who 

needs to find the right fit. How Dalvin Cook can be considered a slam dunk NFL star and yet run just as 

fast with less agility and worse hands than McCaffrey is beyond me…or the reverse of that – how 

McCaffrey is not considered a slam-dunk first-round prospect (if Cook is) is beyond me. 

It's not just the measurables, because McCaffrey destroyed opponents in the PAC-12 and beyond in his 

entire career. The NFL Combine measurables only confirmed that what McCaffrey did on the field was 

no fluke or 'system'. We'll get into the numbers in the next section. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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What I do want to get across – it's too simplistic to just see that McCaffrey was great in college and to 

hear people say he is a 'third-down back' because of his profile and the 'good hands' label that gets 

tossed out there causing us to say, "Yep, he's a change-of-pace back. He'll be handy." McCaffrey is not 

'good'…he's potentially great/sensational because of his superior gift of pass-catching ability. 

McCaffrey doesn't simply have 'good hands', he's a Julian Edelman-like slot receiver who happens to be 

classified as a running back. He could be an NFL starter at receiver. His hands are so fluid and 

natural…his dad, former NFL WR Ed McCaffrey, was tall with notoriously great hands, but was not a 

great athlete. His son, Christian, inherited the hands and got a dose of NFL athleticism…without the 

height. 'Great hands', when describing McCaffrey, is an understatement in the same way it was when I 

discussed David Johnson from the jump, back at Northern Iowa…DJ was a first-round draft pick 

level/quality wide receiver talent who just happened to be the perfect running back specimen as well. 

McCaffrey has elite hands with elite agility and NFL+ speed in a smaller body. 

When you think of McCaffrey you have to go beyond 'third down back' or 'good hands'. It's underselling 

him. 

McCaffrey has no injury history or off-field issues. He's Stanford educated. Was raised around the NFL 

because of his dad. He is well groomed in interviews. He was made to be an impact starter in an RB-duo 

in today's NFL. 

 

  

Christian McCaffrey, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

A storybook career…he should have been the 2015 Heisman Trophy winner (2,019 yards rushing, 645 

yards receiving and 13 TDs…returned a kick and punt for a TD, and threw for 2 TDs, so 17 TDs total in 

2015). There's not much to pick at or hype up with McCaffrey's numbers. 

In his last 23 games, McCaffrey has averaged: 152.1 yards rushing and 38.0 yards receiving (190.1 

combined) and 1.2 TDs per game. 

In three career games against USC: 164.7 rushing yards and 69.3 receiving yards (234.0 combined) with 

1.7 TDs per game. 

  

Measurables: 

5′11.2″/202, 30.0″ arms, 9.0″ hands 

4.48 40-time, 6.57 three-cone (best in class/elite), 37.5 vertical, 10′1″ broad, 10 reps bench press 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The 10 bench reps are a concern, but also the one thing most NFL plays shore up quickly in the NFL. 

McCaffrey has almost no body fat. He's in great shape. He'll add a little bulk going forward. 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Christian McCaffrey Most Compares Within Our 

System: 

 

Our computer scouting models are trying to tell us to cool our jets a little on McCaffrey – that he's good, 

but let's not put him into the Hall of Fame. He's just 202 pounds and only benched 10 reps and has great 

hands…and that there may be more of these unicorns out there than we think. Don’t overvalue it. The 

fact that D.J. Foster is a close comp should make you pause…Foster is a sensational receiver at running 

back, and is on the Patriots already, as are Dion Lewis and James White. How bad do the Pats need 

another 'good hands' guy out of the backfield? You’d love to have McCaffrey, but is he worth a 1st-

round pick? Our models would say "No." He will succeed in the NFL but be careful on the valuation. You 

could get D.J. Foster for free last year…and the Pats did. 

 

RB 
Score 

RB-Re RB-
ru 

Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metric 

Agility 
Metric 

Power 
Metric 

8.179 10.30 6.36 McCaffrey Christian Stanford 2017 5 11.2 202 8.55 12.49 2.45 

5.586 9.20 4.76 Foster D.J. Arizona St. 2016 5 10.2 193 0.91 10.76 2.72 

5.155 8.47 5.24 Bradshaw Ahmad Marshall 2007 5 9.4 198 3.22 12.98 5.46 

10.125 7.02 7.86 Harrison Jerome Wash. St 2006 5 9.2 201 7.01 11.77 7.23 

6.199 5.59 5.05 Slaton Steve West Va 2008 5 9.1 197 6.23 7.53 6.59 

7.284 6.91 5.34 Rainey Bobby W.Kentucky 2012 5 7.0 208 3.19 9.52 10.31 

8.480 5.70 6.52 Hunter Kendall Oklahoma St 2011 5 7.2 199 7.77 9.43 9.17 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

the strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics – then compared/rated 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search – runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2017. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect's receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make it/thrive 

in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills – it is an individual attribute sought out for the NFL and 

no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in college in 

relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand size 

measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2017. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify an 

RB prospect's ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing 

numbers in college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-

agility along with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

 

 

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Pre-NFL Combine you see McCaffrey usually projected somewhere between picks #25–40…a late first, 

early second-round prospect. I think that's likely where he will wind up, and more likely in the second 

round, because the totality of the NFL machine (media, analysts) will not fully respect what McCaffrey 

brings to the table, so they'll undervalue him…and NFL teams will follow it. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

God bless America if McCaffrey winds up on the Patriots…and why do I feel like that is likely to happen? I 

am thinking this is between New England and Denver with the Broncos having an upper hand. McCaffrey 

has a relationship with the Broncos and Elway (among many other connections in the NFL). 

McCaffrey is going to be taken on purpose to be used for his purpose, and if it's the right head 

coach/organization…McCaffrey could lead all NFL RBs in receptions as a rookie. He's that good. And then 

go on to a fine career from there. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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