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NFL Draft 2017 Scouting Report: RB Kareem Hunt, 

Toledo 

*Our RB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked 

Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

*We use the term “Power RB” to separate physically bigger, more between-the-tackles–capable RBs 

from our “speed RBs” group. “Speed RBs” are physically smaller, but much faster/quicker, and less likely 

to flourish between the tackles. 

 

Kareem Hunt is not the best running back prospect in this draft. However, Hunt may be the best in this 

class at 'being a running back'. Let me explain… 

Hunt is not a big, bruising, powerful running back. He is not a breakaway-with-speed runner. In fact, his 

measurables, athletically, are pretty weak compared to any of the top guys. He's not 40-time fast. His 

agility times were disappointing. He supposedly played at 220+ pounds during the season, but he went 

to the Senior Bowl and weighed in at 208 pounds. By the NFL Combine, he was back up to 216 pounds. 

Based on analytics, you have to mostly dismiss Kareem Hunt as NOT an NFL starter-type RB. 

However, when you watch Hunt's tape – you see he's the best at what he does in this class. 

When I first watched tape of Hunt, I was dismissive…a skeptic. A 220+ pound RB who is really 208 

pounds (as I saw at Senior Bowl week)? A 'tweener' size without a lot of speed. Effective, a producer, but 

nothing on the surface to get excited about. There are half a dozen mid-major running backs that had 

great output in college. Hunt's easy to overlook in a sea of them. 

…and then I saw him embarrass defenders at the Senior Bowl. The Senior Bowl game MVP, who wasn't 

even the starter for his squad. Hunt kept running between the tackles, where other RBs in the Senior 

Bowl had gone similarly to no avail, but Hunt was spinning gold on almost every carry. There was no 

hole, or so it appeared…and then 'pop'…Hunt found a hole and made 3-5-10+ yards on a play that 

looked stuffed at the line of scrimmage. He absorbed hits and kept spinning, ever dodging forward. How 

was this possible from a 208-pound back from a mid-major school against an all-star defense on basic 

up-the-middle plays? At first, I just thought 'lucky'…but after he spun 3-4-5-6+ of the same type of runs a 

row – it had my attention. 

When I re-watched him at the Senior Bowl game recently, and then went back after that and watched 

his games against better opponents in 2016 – it was the same guy. In fact, I did a deeper study of Toledo 

tight end Michael Roberts before going deeper with Kareem Hunt…and half the time I was supposed to 

be watching Roberts…my eyes were drawn to watching Hunt do amazing things with the ball. Hunt has 

an 'it' that's impossible to quantify with 'measurables'. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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The best I can explain it is: Hunt is like a wave of rushing water going down a mountain side. The water 

keeps going, picking up speed, and whatever is in its way it just bounces off of, redirects, and keeps 

going. You can't stop it. Hunt is like that…like a pinball that refuses to yield, it just keeps bouncing off 

things and continues on its journey. No tackler ever seems to bring Hunt down alone. Hunt's always 

spinning, juking, side-stepping, jump-cutting, bouncing off of and pulling away from contact, and ever 

moving forward for more yards. To a degree, I'm not sure I've ever seen anything like it…especially at his 

size. 

The only downside to Hunt is that he is not a breakaway runner. He evades tackles and gets into the 

open field so much but always gets caught from behind, eventually. It's the price to pay with Hunt. Most 

'breakaway runners' can't get through the line of scrimmage. Hunt can; he just cannot outrun anyone 

once in the open. However, you’d rather have Hunt slashing and gashing for 1 to 15–20+ yards at a time, 

than a bunch of nothing except 1–2 times a year the breakaway guy strings one loose for a highlight reel 

long run. Play after play, you'd rather have Hunt than Alvin Kamara types. 

You can also use Hunt all three downs. He's not the world's best blocker, but what RBs are? Hunt does 

have really nice hands for the passing game. After not being used in the passing game as much his first 

three years, he eclipsed his first three years combined with 41 catches for 401 yards and a TD as a 

receiver in 2016. His hands in the passing game are undervalued right now. 

Hunt has the best instincts of any runner in this draft. He has some of the worst measurables of any top 

RB prospect in this draft. His tape is so good, you look past the so-so measurables and lean heavier on 

his performance and how he accomplished it. He's not a future Hall of Fame RB, but he is going to be 

really, really good for some NFL team. 

 

 

Kareem Hunt, Through the Lens of Our RB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

Hunt was suspended for team rules violation to start the 2015 season and then dealt with a hamstring 

issue that same season. If you ignore his good-not-great 2015 and look at his healthy 2014 and 2016 

seasons – Hunt averaged 135.0 yards rushing and 1.13 rushing TDs per game. 

Western Michigan has been the class of the MAC Conference the past two seasons. Hunt has averaged 

169.5 yards rushing, 47.5 yards receiving (217.0 total yards), and 1.0 TDs per game against them. In his 

2016 game against them, he rushed for exactly 200 yards and 20 carries against them. 

Hunt rushed for 8.0 yards per carry in the 2014 season. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


 2017 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

APRIL 18, 2017 

 

 
 

College Football Metrics| 3  
 

Hunt in three bowl appearances (2014-16): 156.7 yards rushing, 3.0 rushing TDs per game…yes, 3.0 TDs 

per. He ran for 5 TDs against Arkansas State in the 2014 GoDaddy Bowl. Guess who the MVP of the 

game was? 

In the past three seasons, the toughest nonconference opponents Hunt has faced are Missouri, 

Cincinnati, Temple, Iowa State, BYU, Temple (bowl), Arkansas State (2x, once in a bowl), Appalachian 

State (bowl)…9 'tougher' games, averaging 132.4 yards rushing and 1.7 rushing TDs per game. 

782 career carries, 855 career total touches including the passing game work -- and Hunt only had one 

fumble in college, not lost, and it was back in his freshman season 2013. 

  

NFL Combine data… 

5′10.4″216, 31.4″ arms, 9.6″ hands 

4.62 40-time, 4.53 shuttle (Pro Day), 7.22 three-cone (Pro Day) 

18 bench reps, 36.5″ vertical, 9′11″ broad jump 

  

Hunt's career stats: http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/kareem-hunt-1.html 

 

 

 

 

The Historical RB Prospects to Whom Kareem Hunt Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

I guess Mark Ingram is somewhat of a comparison, but I think Hunt can be a better pro. Jay Ajayi is not 

as elusive as Hunt, in my book…not even close. Ajayi is more power than elusive. Tyler Varga makes 

some sense – that kid was really good but inherent/perpetual foot problems stole his career. 

To me, Hunt reminds me of Terrance West. I didn’t see 'it' on West until I saw him in the pros. He has a 

gift for avoiding tackles and dancing through congestion at the line of scrimmage. Hunt is better than 

West…plus a far better receiver than him. 

 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/kareem-hunt-1.html
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RB 
Score 

RB-Re RB-ru Last First College Yr H H W Speed 
Metri

c 

Agility 
Metri

c 

8.059 7.75 8.54 Hunt Kareem Toledo 2017 5 10.4 216 3.32 5.32 6.38 

7.104 5.94 7.22 Ingram Mark Alabama 2011 5 9.1 215 6.12 2.15 7.41 

6.274 3.36 5.71 Collins Alex Arkansas 2016 5 10.0 217 1.85 4.22 5.85 

7.040 9.18 5.73 Ajayi Jay Boise State 2015 5 11.6 221 5.08 6.30 8.41 

6.432 2.93 5.31 Varga Tyler Yale 2015 5 10.5 222 -4.72 -0.88 9.63 

6.323 4.48 6.2 Art-Payne Cam Auburn 2015 5 9.6 212 6.85 5.34 6.23 

3.267 2.95 2.13 Morris Alfred Fla Atlantic 2012 5 10.1 219 -2.47 6.76 5.74 

3.163 1.88 1.94 Winn George Cincinnati 2013 5 10.4 218 -1.66 2.46 7.63 

 

*A score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of RBs going on to become NFL 

good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and indicates a greater probability 

of becoming an elite NFL RB. 

All of the RB ratings are based on a 0-10 scale, but a player can score negative, or above a 10.0 in 

certain instances. 

Overall rating/score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, including refinement for 

strength of opponents faced, mixed with all the physical measurement metrics—then compared/rated 

historically within our database and formulas. More of a traditional three-down search—runner, blocker, 

and receiver. 

*RB-Re score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to identify and quantify a 

prospect’s receiving skills even deeper than in our original formulas. RB prospects can now make 

it/thrive in the NFL strictly based on their receiving skills—it is an individual attribute sought out for the 

NFL, and no longer dismissed or overlooked. Our rating combines a study of their receiving numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along with hand-

size measurables, etc. 

*RB-Ru score = New/testing in 2016. Our new formula/rating that attempts to classify and quantify a RB 

prospect’s ability strictly as a runner of the ball. Our rating combines a study of their rushing numbers in 

college in relation to their offense and strength of opponents, as well as profiling size-speed-agility along 

with various size measurables, etc. 

Raw Speed Metric = A combination of several speed and size measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

Agility Metric = A combination of several speed and agility measurements from the NFL Combine, 

judged along with physical size profile, and then compared/rated historically within our database and 

scouting formulas. This is a rating strictly for RBs of a similar/bigger size profile. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Hunt projections are all over the third-to-fifth round. Analytics-heavy teams will have a lesser grade, but 

old school tape watchers will love Hunt…and they won't forget how dominant he was at the Senior 

Bowl. He'll go third round. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Same story as many guys like him. Middle-of-the-draft selection. Not handed anything. Works behind 

the starter…an injury hits, Hunt is thrown in and does so well he takes over as the starter. One way or 

the other Hunt is going to be an NFL success. 
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