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Scouting Report: QB Mike White, W. Kentucky  

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked Wonderlic test 

results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

Mike White scored/graded as a solid-but-not-spectacular QB prospect in our statistical scouting model. 
When I watched the tape of him, he looked pretty good…nothing amazing. I saw some weak spots and 
noted some positives – a legit NFL QB prospect but maybe more of an NFL backup. I watched him at 
Senior Bowl week and he was solid but didn’t stand out. Then he goes into the Senior Bowl game and 
looks like the best QB prospect in Mobile, Alabama that day. 

I was watching the game live and wondering – could I have underestimated White’s tape? Could I just be 
underestimating White in general? 

It’s easy to look right past Mike White…everyone did at the 2018 Senior Bowl. 70% of the Senior Bowl 
QB discussion was debate about Josh Allen’s arm talent vs. accuracy. 29% of the Senior Bowl QB 
discussion was about what time Baker Mayfield’s flight was landing and whether he was really on the 
plane/coming to the event…and then waiting for him to do something foolish all week. The remaining 
1% focus was on all the other QB prospects, including Mike White – he was easy to lose sight of with 
Allen, Mayfield, and then even Mason Rudolph and Luke Falk getting some attention during the week as 
well. 

White does himself no favors with the name ‘Mike White’. You think that’s a stupid thing to mention in a 
scouting report, but it’s an easy name to forget and look past…considering he had no great prospect 
momentum coming into the Senior Bowl. Yes, ‘name’ and school you played for have a psychological 
impact or garner a subconscious attention/dismissal in scouting. Sadly, White is an easy QB prospect to 
forget. 

White began his college career at South Florida…a two-year run that was not good – 11 TDs/16 INTs in 
17 games in 2013–2014. A new coach took over in 2015 and with that White transferred to Western 
Kentucky, sat out a season, and then won the starting job for 2016–2017 and was a different QB – 63 
TDs/15 INTs and a 17–10 record with two bowl appearances as a two-year starter for WKU. 

Watching tape of White, I saw a very capable QB…but a fairly subdued one versus increased 
competition. He had three games with SEC opponents (Vandy 2x and Alabama) and faced Big Ten 
doormat Illinois in 2017. In those four major conference opponent games, White posted an 0–4 record 
with 1 TD pass and 3 INTs combined. White never looked terrible on the tape in these games, but he 
didn’t grab your attention either. 
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White reminds me of a Josh McCown-type of QB…pretty good/capable but never a sustained star. He is 
accurate. He has an NFL-average or better arm. He has nice mechanics. He has the NFL size (6′4″+). He 
doesn’t appear too jumpy in the pocket…on the contrary, he’s a bit too comfortable in the pocket. He 
tends to settle in after his dropback spot and not move around, almost like he plants himself. He is 
looking deep after he settles in the pocket, and if it’s not there he dumps the pass off. Not the worst 
thing in the world, but I was never noting White as a surgeon just carving up defenses with throws over 
all parts of the field. He wasn’t bad, he just wasn’t grabbing my attention with any attribute other than 
that I saw he wasn’t a ‘bust’/he was capable. He felt like a ‘C-ish’ grade NFL prospect that would never 
get the time of day in the NFL because he was so forgettable. 

And then White starts for his team in the Senior Bowl and looks like Nick Foles versus the Minnesota 
Vikings in the NFC Championship. He’s zipping passes on a dime to receivers. He’s hitting them deep, 
and short, and in stride, and he’s moving around the pocket deftly. He was the best QB on the field in 
the actual Senior Bowl game, but in the practice week he just appeared ‘OK’/solid. 

I don’t mean to make the Senior Bowl the end-all be-all event to judge quarterback talent…in fact, we 
should do just the opposite. We should dismiss the Senior Bowl activity because it’s teams thrown 
together, and random lightning strikes can happen…White played about one quarter, made 12 throws. 
We can’t go overboard on just that alone, BUT he was really very good. Normally, QBs struggle in the 
Senior Bowl because of all the unfamiliarity, etc., but White looked like the most prepared and most 
talented guy there – in a flash. 

My takeaway from the Senior Bowl with White was that there is something there. You rarely see QBs 
look that capable in that game. Baker Mayfield and Josh Allen didn’t look near as good as White…nor 
have many hot shot prospect QBs in the past that I’ve witnessed at the Senior Bowl. If the Senior Bowl 
game puts White on the map, and his college output and tape are decent…then we have to believe 
‘something’ is here. It could be a ‘C’ talent for the NFL…with ‘B’ upside or ‘D’ reality, but there’s 
something to consider. 

White ‘checks a lot of boxes’. He has the size/look. He carries himself very well and is of quality 
character. There are no real glaring negatives. But there are also no ‘wow’ attributes, per se, besides 
‘quietly capable’. But then the Senior Bowl game effort makes you wonder/messes with your head – is 
he a ‘C’ that does have that ‘B’ upside. Or did this ‘C’ really just head-fake us for a moment – is he really 
destined to be a ‘C-‘ or ‘D’ prospect? 

I think White has worked his way into becoming a guy who gets taken in the middle of the draft, and, 
depending on his landing spot, he gets an opportunity…and we’ll see if he makes the most of it or if he is 
forgotten. The Senior Bowl year before White’s 2018 event…Davis Webb was clearly the most talented 
QB in the game, and look at what happened to him – 5th-round pick and just about forgotten by the 
Giants. Webb had/has all the attributes White has, only a notch better from college as he entered the 
draft. It’s not over for Webb by a long shot, but there are so many hurdles for a ‘not top guy’ QB 
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prospect to get any meaningful practice reps and development, or a long leash if shoved into an 
opportunity. White faces the same hurdles, I fear. 

I believe White has shown enough on tape, his output, and at the Senior Bowl where he should be a top 
150 or so drafted prospect. A guy brought in to back up/develop under an established starter…and then 
destiny takes over from there. I think White has something, but I do see flaws, so I wouldn’t bet heavy 
on it. 

 

Mike White, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

White played with a pass-friendly offense, so he has nice college output (like a Davis Webb). Break 
down White’s numbers on a per-throw basis and the numbers are average or worse than most top QB 
prospects for this draft. 

What scares me with the statistical output is that every time White faced top opponents…he didn’t have 
the video game numbers. 26 TD passes in 2017…15 of them coming against Charlotte, Old Dominion, 
and Middle Tennessee State (5 TD passes in each of those three games). Against the conference champs 
(Fla. Atlantic…faced them twice), Illinois, Vandy, and in their bowl game versus Georgia State – 6 TDs/4 
INTs and an 0–5 record. 

There are just too many things that point us/bring us back to White as a good college QB and maybe a 
capable one for the NFL in time, but not a hidden star in the making. Before White, Brandon 
Doughty was the WKU QB and put up much bigger numbers…and was a late draft pick and is clinging to 
a roster spot with Miami at the last sighting. When Doughty has played in the preseason…he looks 
capable, not overwhelmed but not ‘dominant’ or ‘wow’ either. 

White measured at 6′4.1″/221 at the Senior Bowl with 9.38″ hands. 

White wasn’t much of a runner at all in college. He has lead feet. He’s a 5.0+ 40-time runner, projected. 

 

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Mike White Most Compares Within Our System: 

What I feared would come up when we ran the comparisons…a collection of fringe NFL talents who 
would be nothing more than game managers if given the reigns of an NFL team. Life could be worse 
than being a game manager QB for an NFL team…but it’s not going to help get White a real shot at 
earning or holding a starting job in the NFL. 
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QB-
Score 

QB Yr College H W adj 
Comp 

Pct 

adj Yds 
per 

Comp 

adj 
Pass 

per TD 

adj 
Pass 

Per INT 

6.978 White, Mike 2018 W. Kentucky 76.1 221 64.3% 11.6 23.2 69.6 

6.106 Renner, Bryn 2014 UNC 74.1 222 65.1% 11.3 20.0 58.5 

5.851 Wenning, Keith 2014 Ball State 74.3 219 65.7% 10.8 23.1 51.4 

4.930 Wilbert, Graham 2013 Fla Atlantic 77.0 225 65.2% 10.4 26.3 60.7 

5.221 Kessler, Cody 2016 USC 73.1 224 67.8% 11.1 19.3 67.9 

0.154 Thomas, Pete 2015 La-Monroe 77.2 232 60.2% 9.5 47.1 123.1 

 

*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite.  

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the 

right circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

 

2018 NFL Draft Outlook: 

White has nice momentum off the Senior Bowl and is a quality person, so he’ll interview with coaches 

and staffs well, he’s going to get drafted with mild hope – like a 4th- or 5th-round pick. 

If I were an NFL GM, I’d have interest in taking a look at White for a cheap draft price or as a UDFA. 

College football is pumping out capable QBs left and right, so I wouldn’t pay heavy for one I saw as 

‘limited’/solid/average. 

 

NFL Outlook:    

Likely, White is drafted to be a backup in a place with an established QB. I don’t think White will be 
drafted with a sleeper push to overthrow the starter. I see him going more to back up Aaron 
Rodgers or Big Ben…not to quietly challenge Jameis Winston or Ryan Tannehill, etc. 

White could season in the right place and become a solid starter in 3–4 years…OR he gets lost on a 
roster and is eventually bouncing around as a free agent trying to find a place and never finds the right 
spot and we all move on to any number of talented QB prospects to come.  
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Copyright Statement 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 

 

All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable for personal adverse 

outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not predict future outcomes. We are not held 

liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of 

this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, 

recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case 

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For 

permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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