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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: TE JAKE BUTT, MICHIGAN 

*Our TE grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, leaked Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available. 

**Our TE formulas had some slight changes in the offseason—an adjustment to 
better identify and value TE prospects that are smaller physically, and are primed for 
the era ahead…the era of Jordan Reed and Delanie Walker-type TEs. Our historical 
grades will have changed some on various prospects as well, to show their grades by 
comparison. 

  

We’re all going to be flying blind with the scouting of Jake Butt – he tore his ACL in 
Michigan’s season-ending, Butt’s career-ending, bowl game. He will not be able to 
participate in any Combine/Pro Day speed/agility/athleticism drills. So, we’ll have to 
go with all tape and data here with projected athleticism numbers (which we’ll share 
in the next section). 

The pros and cons with Jake Butt translating to the NFL… 

  

PROS: 

— He is the most ‘classic’ tight end prospect in the 2017 NFL Draft. He’s the image 
90% of NFL coaches and GMs conjure up when they look for tight ends in the draft. 
He’s big, strapping, tough, and not a great athlete, but not a bad one either. He’s in 
the Kyle Rudolph, Travis Kelce, Heath Miller mold of tight end. 

Because Butt ‘looks’ like a traditional tight end and is a nice player – he has plenty of 
fans in NFL war rooms. 

— Butt has skills of a top tight end. A year or two ago, most people would have told 
you Butt is an easy #1 tight end prospect for an upcoming NFL Draft and a surefire 
first-rounder. He can catch the ball reliably. He’s a diligent and willing blocker. He’s 
an above-average athlete among tight ends, historically. He is a leader/captain on 
his team. He would have easily been the #1 rated tight end for analysts in the 2015 
or 2016 NFL Drafts. 

— All the key measurements are right – 10.0″ hands. 6′5″+/246. 
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— Quality person off the field. Won the 2016 Senior CLASS award for his character, 
academics, and service off the field (last year’s winner – Dak Prescott). 

  

CONS: 

— The recent ACL injury is a problem. It’s the second time in three seasons Butt has 
torn his ACL…in the SAME knee. No matter how much draft interest Butt garners in 
his classic tight end style…you have a massive medical red flag here. 

One ACL tear is bad, but not as devastating as they used to be. Two ACLs is really 
bad…even more so when it’s the same knee. In a year with an explosion of quality 
tight end prospects for the NFL…how much is a ‘good one’ worth who’s saddled with 
two ACLs in about three years’ time? 

— Butt is a solid tight end prospect (when healthy), but not ‘awesome’. He’s not a 
mauler of a blocker. He’s not imposing as a receiver, nor is he highly athletic after 
the catch. He’s just all-around solid/good. A quiet, solid starter for a team for years. 
Not a Pro Bowl talent but always useful for a team. 

  

In this year of quality options in the draft at the tight end spot, and with established 
‘decent’ talents like Martellus Bennett, Jared Cook, Dwayne Allen, etc. pretty 
available via free agency or trade, I don’t know why any team would dabble in the 
risk of taking Jake Butt given his knee issues. He’s a guy you’d like to have on your 
NFL team, but you know some other team will pay top 100 pick draft money because 
‘Michigan’ and because everyone has adored him for the past two years. I wouldn’t 
recommend a team waste draft capital on a solid prospect with medical red flags. 
What’s the real upside? 

  

JAKE BUTT, THROUGH THE LENS OF OUR TE SCOUTING ALGORITHM 

Over his four seasons, Butt was not that explosive a college producer – his TD catch 
totals in his four years were 2-2-3-4. 

In his four seasons, Butt had one game over 90+ yards in a game. 

In eight Big 10 games in 2016, Butt had one TD. In 16 Big 10 games under Jim 
Harbaugh, Butt had three TD catches. 
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Three bowl games in Butt’s career and he averaged 3.0 catches for 31.7 yards per 
game and 0.0 TDs. 

The numbers are not attention-getting. Butt has NFL abilities in the passing game for 
sure, but they are not off the charts or ‘exciting’ skills. 

  

NFL COMBINE DATA… 

6′5.4″/246, 32.0″ arms (smallest at the NFL Combine among TEs), 10.0″ hands 

Our projections on his other measurables: 

4.75-4.8+ 40-time, 7.25 three-cone, 4.40 shuttle. 

23 bench reps, 10′0″ broad jump, 32.0″ vertical. 

  

Butt’s career stats on Fox Sports:  http://www.foxsports.com/college-
football/jake-butt-player 

  

  

THE NFL TE THAT JAKE BUTT MOST COMPARES TO STATISTICALLY IN COLLEGE, 

WITHIN OUR SYSTEM: 

There could not be any more perfect a list of comparisons for a player than what our 
system projects for Jake Butt. He IS ‘those guys’. Quality, but not a superstar. 
However, with Butt, you have the additional ‘tax’ of his medical issues. 

http://www.foxsports.com/college-football/jake-butt-player
http://www.foxsports.com/college-football/jake-butt-player
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TABLE 400 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

TE 
score 

TE-
Reed Last First Yr College H H Weight 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Strength 
Blocking 
Metric 

Hands 
Metric 

6.565 3.17 Butt Jake 2017 Michigan 6 5.4 246 3.07 5.02 8.23 

6.577 4.59 Brate Cameron 2014 Harvard 6 5.0 244 1.58 4.66 8.66 

5.875 2.02 Carlson John 2008 Notre 
Dame 

6 5.1 251 4.37 6.29 7.62 

6.641 3.05 Doyle Jack 2013 W. 
Kentucky 

6 5.0 254 5.32 7.04 8.15 

8.674 5.33 Heap Todd 2001 Arizona 
State 

6 4.5 252 6.27 7.56 8.20 
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*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a TE prospect more seriously. A score 
of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of TEs going on to become NFL 
good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and indicates 
a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL TE. 

All of the TE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or 
above a 10.0 in certain instances. 

**The ‘TE-Reed’ score is in honor of Jordan Reed’s 2015 season…looking at TEs in a 
different manner—the smaller, speedy receiving threats. 

“Speed-Agility Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, 
physical size, mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here 
project to have a better YAC and show characteristics to be used as deep 
threats/create separation. 

“Power-Strength Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size 
profiling, bench press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, 
better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Hands Metric” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance 
in college, considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data 
considers some physical profiling for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better 
track record of college statistical performance and project the combination of data 
for receiving success at the next level. 

  

  

2017 NFL DRAFT OUTLOOK… 

I want to believe Jake Butt falls out of the top 100 because it’s insane to take a 
‘good’ tight end prospect with multiple ACLs to the same knee that highly. But I 
know the NFL – they love classic tight ends from big name schools. When I was 
trying to push Harvard’s Cameron Brate to teams for a tryout…he could barely get 
a look in 2014. Brate just led the NFL in TDs among tight ends in 2016. There are 
‘quality’ tight ends available that didn’t attend top 20 schools. However, the NFL isn’t 
aware of and/or doesn’t know how to scout them…so they opt for safe picks – 
like Jake Butt. I figure he goes top 100–125 on draft day. 
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NFL OUTLOOK: If Butt never has another knee issue, he’ll likely have a career like the 
other tight ends on our comp list – good player, a reliable hand that his team adores 
but most people yawn at (see Jack Doyle). Butt will be nice if he stays healthy. 
However, that risk of recurrence on that knee and the reduced athleticism that 
comes from it makes me fear he’ll be a grinder in and out of the I.R. list. I pray that 
he stays healthy for his entire career and has a nice, long ride in the NFL. 
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