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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: DT JONATHAN ALLEN, ALABAMA 

*DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, leaked Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available. 

  

We’re listing Allen as a DT prospect versus a DE prospect. It’s our preferred 
projection for him. I could see Allen as a 3-4 DE, maybe…but not a great one. If 
there’s a spot in the NFL Allen can excel at, it is defensive tackle. 

Now, there might be some minor contention with Allen seen as a DT, not a DE, but I 
think it’s the right call. Allen ran a DT-like 40-time (5.00) and DT-like agility drills at 
the NFL Combine. He would be a very slow DE in the NFL. He’d hold his own against 
the run, but he’s not going to pressure QBs at his slower foot speed. As a defensive 
tackle, he’s a little undersized but could ‘grow’ and be a surefire starter. So many 
people have Allen locked in as a top 5–10 overall prospect. I’m not sure he’s a first-
round talent/option. 

If you liked his tape at Alabama, you probably liked the stuff where he was lined up 
as a DT. He moved from DE to DT a bunch. He tended to dominate more as a DT. 
His signature play, the one where he leaps/dives over a blocker for a sack – it was 
from the DT position. 

Allen is a very good college football player and is definitely worthy of the NFL. Here 
are the reasons for concern taking him top 10 or top 30 overall in this draft… 

— Had two torn labrum surgeries (one on each shoulder) in recent years. When you 
take a guy top 5 in a draft…you want him clean as a whistle. Allen has a history of 
issues there. 

— Sure, he looks great rushing the backfield for Alabama…but so does every D-
lineman for the Crimson Tide. It’s a stacked unit. Where are Jarran 
Reed and A’Shawn Robinson now? You don’t even know, probably. This time last 
year, people were making the case for those two decorated Alabama DTs to be top 
10-20 in the draft…because ‘Alabama‘. Robinson ended up going #46 to Detroit. 
Reed #49 to Seattle. Allen is better than Reed or Robinson…or is he? I think he is, 
but not to where he should be a top 10 player. 

— The NFL Combine was cold water thrown onto Allen’s draft momentum. 5.00 40-
time…really? No DL prospects run that slow anymore…except for 300+ pound DT 
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prospects. Allen is 286 pounds. His agility times were very good for a DT prospect 
but awful for a DE prospect. 21 bench reps is pretty weak as well. 

Physical profile-wise, you are looking at a too-slow DE prospect and possibly a not-
powerful-enough DT prospect. The best you can hope for is a neat undersized 
DT…but Allen is nothing like Aaron Donald. 

  

Allen is a good/solid NFL prospect. He’s a talented player. He’s a team captain. He’s 
laser focused – he’s great in an interview…like an assassin. Teams are going to love 
him personally. Personality + Alabama + media push is going to get Allen taken a lot 
higher than I would take him. I know he’s a good player, but he’s got questionable 
physical skills for the NFL as a top pick and a red flag because of his shoulder issues. 
If he cannot get stronger in his upper body, he’s really going to struggle in the NFL. 

  

JONATHAN ALLEN, THROUGH THE LENS OF OUR DT SCOUTING ALGORITHM 

You cannot argue with the performance in big games. He’s played in four playoff 
games the past three seasons and registered 5.0 tackles and 1.2 sacks per game. 

Something that scares me about him at DE in the NFL in a 3-4…Allen had 0–2 solo 
tackles in a game in 10 of 15 games in 2016. He’s had 0–2 solo tackles in 16 of his 
last 22 games. My take on Allen is – he tried to rush the backfield, and not much 
else, every play and got away with it at Alabama. He won’t do that as much/be as 
successful doing it in the NFL…and he may be a real letdown. 

The numbers are overall very good, but how much of that is the benefit of playing on 
a stacked Alabama defense versus Allen’s raw talent? I think there is some level of 
‘Alabama‘ here. 

  

NFL COMBINE DATA… 

6′2.5″/286, 33.6″ arms, 9.4″ hands 

5.00 40-time, 1.74 10-yard, 7.49 three-cone, 4.50 shuttle 

21 bench reps, 30.0″ vertical, 9′0″ broad jump 
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Jonathan Allen stats on CFB Reference: 

http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/jonathan-allen-1.html 

  

  

THE NFL DT THAT JONATHAN ALLEN MOST COMPARES WITH STATISTICALLY IN 

COLLEGE, WITHIN OUR SYSTEM: 

None of the ‘star power’ DTs showed up on our comparison list because Allen 
couldn’t compare as an athlete. He can in production, but not mixed with physical 
traits. 

http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/jonathan-allen-1.html


 

Pa
ge

5 

TABLE 396  

 

DT-
rating Last First Draft 

Yr College H W Power 
Strngth 

Speed 
Agility 

Pass-
Rusher 

Tackling 
rating 

NT 
Profile 

7.721 Allen Jonathan 2017 Alabama 74.5 286 5.95 8.42 9.88 7.69 0.64 

7.699 Cooper Xavier 2015 Washington 
St 

74.7 293 7.67 9.49 8.21 8.71 3.73 

5.512 Daniels Mike 2012 Iowa 72.4 291 5.82 3.47 7.13 7.84 1.07 

7.385 Harrell Logan 2012 Fresno St 74.1 276 5.09 9.19 7.24 8.10 -0.60 

7.404 Roy Brett 2012 Nevada 74.5 275 5.51 9.36 8.26 6.88 2.05 

5.930 Landri Derek 2007 Notre 
Dame 

74.4 288 4.93 6.03 7.43 5.58 0.70 

7.167 Lyons Caushaud 2015 Tusculum 76.4 284 5.81 8.13 8.06 7.63 4.20 

5.472 Zettel Anthony 2016 Penn State 75.7 277 5.48 8.71 7.43 6.25 0.72 
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*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DTs going on to become 
NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system, and 
indicates a greater probability of becoming an NFL elite DT. 

All of the DT ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or 
above a 10.0 in certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to 
classify the DT prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DT, and/or a DT 
prospect who has nose tackle capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. 
A unique measuring system to look for DTs who profile for quickness, and/or a DT 
prospect who might have some DE capabilities. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college 
performance, graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, 
this is an attempt to classify whether a particular DT is likely to achieve high sack 
totals in the NFL. We know the ‘system’/scheme the DT goes on to play in has a part 
in future success…but so do the player’s skills and performance history. 

Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, 
graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an 
attempt to classify the DT as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of 
tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower scoring DTs in this subcategory 
tend to be more pure ‘pluggers’, and not as active on the stat sheet. It also gives 
some insight into the ‘toughness’ of a player, if it is possible to quantify that (this is 
our attempt to). 

NT Profile = This is an attempt to show which of these DT prospects has a profile to 
become a pure nose tackle/’space-eater’ in the middle. It is not a 1–10 scale rating 
of a prospect’s skill/profile’ – it’s an attempt to point us in a direction of what this DT 
can be useful as (or not). Some DT prospects will grade off the charts on the NT 
profile, essentially a worst-case scenario of “put him in the middle and just let him 
be a wall.” There is NFL value in that ‘ability’. 
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2017 NFL DRAFT OUTLOOK… 

He’s going first round for sure. I think he’ll fall out of the top 15 despite all the top 
2–10 rankings he started this process with. His draft stock is already sliding but 
hasn’t really fallen as far as I think it will in reality (like the Alabama DTs last year). 

NFL OUTLOOK: Will be lost in the shuffle as a DE, if they try it. Will be a solid or better 
DT in the NFL if he can hold up physically. I see many more reasons to be a skeptic 
than to get super excited here. 
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