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Scouting Report: QB Brad Mayes, Lehigh 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day workouts, leaked Wonderlic test 

results, etc. We will update ratings as new info becomes available. 

 

Let me get your motor running… 

Brad Mayes was NOT Lehigh’s opening day choice for starting QB in 2016, his sophomore season. 

However, a few games into the 2016 campaign, he drew a start against Yale. He promptly went 34-of-46 

for 524 yards, and 6 TDs/0 INTs. He would go on to start six games that season and throw for 13 TDs/3 

INTs. 

In 2017, entrenched as the starter…323.8 yards per game, 31 TDs/12 INTs, a 64.2% Comp. Pct. A star 

was being born. 

How’s that for an intro to a quarterback you probably didn’t know existed? 

Do you suspect I’m going to pull the rug out from under this now? You’re right. I am. 

In 2018, as the all-everything QB for the team/league from the season prior, Mayes posted the following 

numbers as a senior: 189.4 yards passing per game, 10 TDs/13 INTs, a 51.5% Comp. Pct. 

Look back at his 2017 numbers and then re-look at 2018. How is that differential even possible? 

Answer: I really don’t know. I’ve never seen anything like it. 

I was intrigued with his ‘highs’, so I set out to study Mayes to see what happened…where did the 2018 

season collapse come from? Was the 2016-2017 version closer to reality, and thus a hidden 

gem was lurking? 

I watched a few game tapes and my hopes evaporated. It’s another false hope, small-school QB 

prospect who isn’t a real NFL prospect. 

Watching Mayes at his best, in 2017, you could see the problems even then – Mayes has a strong arm, 

an NFL-level ‘OK’ arm but he doesn’t read the field like an NFL QB. Mayes pretty much dropped back and 

just stared down his option and slung it. He could sling it pretty well, and Lehigh was aggressive with 

their passing game so it worked quite a bit. 

Mayes is aggressive, fearless, but not always in a good way. He makes a decision for the throw before 

the snap and usually sticks with it and fires bullets and bombs all over. Some hit, some go wild. The 

biggest differences from his 2017 success to 2018 collapse, to me, was two-fold: (1) He lost a terrific 

WR, Troy Pelletier (105 catches, 1,292 yards, 10 TDs in 2017) to graduation after the 2017 season. 

Whatever Mayes threw, Pelletier chased it down…and Pelletier’s presence helped open up opportunity 
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with the other WRs. (2) I think teams started to figure out Mayes halfway into 2017 and then were fully 

ready for him in 2018. More evidence for this in the next section. 

Mayes is not a sleeper for the 2019 NFL Draft, sadly. He’s 6’1” with an average NFL arm (but strong for 

his level of college play). He’s not fleet of foot nor does he read defenses well. No sleeper here.  

 

Brad Mayes, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
 

In 2016, after his 6 TD game against Yale, Mayes went on a run of 27 TDs/6 INTs over a 10-game stretch 

(starting with the Yale game and into early 2017 season). However, in Lehigh’s 5th game of 2017 season, 

Wagner held him to 18-of-45 passing with no TD passes and FIVE picks. That set off a 27 TD/22 INT 

stretch over his last 19 college games…a miserable end to such a promising start to his career. 

In 2017, Mayes threw for 300+ yards in eight of his 12 games. In 2018, he hit 300+ yards just one time in 

11 games…with seven of 11 games under 200 yards passing. Inexplicable. 

 

 

 

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Brad Mayes Most Compares Within Our System: 

 

Mayes compares to a many fake-prospects of the past. Guys who never-were or got a shot and 

faceplanted. 

  

QB-
Score 

Last First Yr College H W Adj 
Comp 
Pct 

Adj 
Yds 
per 

Comp 

Adj 
Pass 
per 
TD 

Adj 
Pass 
Per 
INT 

2.641 Mayes Brad 2019 Lehigh 73.0 220 58.3% 12.9 19.7 30.8 

3.549 Brown  Matt 2013 Illinois St 74.6 237 57.7% 13.4 18.2 39.7 

2.626 Kelly  Chad 2017 Ole Miss 73.5 224 61.2% 14.0 17.3 36.3 

-0.551 Fafaul  Mike 2017 UCLA 73.5 213 52.7% 11.9 19.3 27.6 

1.219 Grossman  Rex 2003 Florida 73.3 217 57.4% 11.3 28.3 27.3 

-2.985 Wilson  Tyler 2013 Arkansas 73.5 218 58.9% 13.0 25.4 24.8 

2.729 Rush  Cooper 2017 C. Michigan 74.5 228 61.6% 11.4 26.2 31.0 
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*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become NFL good-to-great. 

A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for becoming great-to-elite.  

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL (2014–on). Depending 

upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the 

right circumstances…but they are not ‘the next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

 

 

2019 NFL Draft Outlook: 

Will not get drafted but might get a training camp tryout.  

If I were an NFL GM, Mayes is not seriously on my draft board.  

 

NFL Outlook:    

Gets a training camp look, and gets cut right away or before September and does not make a practice 

squad roster in 2019 and then disappears into a business career (Lehigh, Economics major).  
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