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Dear Prospective Volunteer, 

Thank you for requesting a Volunteer Packet from Heirborn Student Ministries. Heirborn 

Student Ministries is the youth ministry of First Federated Church in Des Moines, IA. In the 

ensuing pages, you will learn about who we are, what God has called us to do, and how you 

can be a part of this vibrant and exciting youth ministry. 

The late Mike Yaconelli, founder of Youth Specialties, and a true champion of youth ministry 

once said, “Youth Ministry is about bringing teens into the presence of God. Youth workers are 

NOT social workers. We are NOT counselors. We are NOT family-fixer-uppers. We are NOT 

performers. We are NOT programmers. We ARE just people who love teens, love Jesus, and 

want teens to love Jesus!” That is perhaps the best definition of a true youth leader that I 

could possibly think of. The job description of youth leaders is simply to love God, love teens, 

and help teens love God.  

I am excited about what God is doing among our students. I hope that you will prayerfully 

consider joining our team of adult youth workers. We are just normal people who have 

decided to use the gifts and talents that God has given us to help teens love Jesus.  

This may seem like a lot to be a youth worker, but we want only the best for our teens.  They 

are in a very difficult developmental time of their lives, and we need to make sure they are 

getting the attention, discipleship, and love that they deserve.  We want only the best for the 

teens at FFC, and we hope that, after much prayer, you are willing to put in the time and effort 

to be a part of our ministry.  It is a lot of work, but definitely worth every drop of sweat. 

 

Serving Him, 

 

Adam Evans 
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MISSION – 
“Heirborn Student Ministries strives to introduce the next generation to a living 

God, connect them to a biblical community, and empower them to live a Christ 

centered life.” 

Biblical Rationale (Hodgson, ESV) 

 

Overarching –  

➢ Matthew 28:16-20 –  

 

“16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And 

when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” 

 

In Matthew we find Jesus’ last words to His disciples.  These words were the last words spoken 

by Jesus on this earth.  Therefore, these words are of great importance.  In this we find a calling, to 

both, His disciples and all Christians.  This command literally says, “While you are going, make disciples, 

baptize them, and teach them to observe all things that Jesus has taught them.”  This command is to all 

believers, but what does it mean? What does this look like in action? 

Evangelism –  

➢ 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 –  

 

“18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.” 

 

The principle of evangelism is found in verse 20.  It says that “we are Ambassadors for Christ.”  

We do this so that God can make an appeal through us that others can be reconciled to God.  This was 

all made possible because God “… reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
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reconciliation.” (v18) We have a responsibility to share the Gospel, and with that responsibility comes 

the responsibility to teach others how to properly share this message. 

Discipleship –  

➢ 1 Peter 2:1-3 –  

 

“1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, 

long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted 

that the Lord is good.” 

 

After evangelism takes place, and a decision has been made the discipleship begins.  Following 

this Christians are called to “[put] aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 

slander,”(v1).  This can only come through discipleship.  Verse 2 continues by stating that when we first 

receive Christ we are “like newborn babies, [longing] for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you 

may grow in respect to salvation.”  This can only come to fruition through relationally discipling the 

youth toward spiritual maturity.  

 

➢ 1 Timothy 4:12 –  

 

“Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, 

in faith, in purity.” 

 

 Through discipleship we will strive towards becoming these examples.  We want to emphasize 

the fact that even though our students are young, they can still serve.  Not only are they the future of 

the church, they are also a vital working member of the body of Christ now. There are ways for them to 

be a part of the congregation today.  They do not need to wait until they are old enough, mature 

enough, or any other stipulation that man wants to put on them.  God wants them to serve now. 

Through discipleship we will develop their spiritual maturity, their biblical knowledge, their spiritual 

gifts, and get them plugged into a ministry where these aspects will be developed even more.   

Sending –  

➢ 1 Peter 2:4-5 –  

 

“4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you 

yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

 

This passage continues with telling all believers are a part of a holy priesthood.  No matter what 

profession a Christian claims they a part of this holy priesthood.  This simply means that we are all in 

full time ministry.  Therefore, each and every Christian should treat their life as such.  
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At some point the students may move – whether to college, to follow another career, military, 

or to start their own lives.  We desire to teach them that no matter where they go, or what they 

choose to do in life, they are a part of God’s chosen priesthood who has a responsibility to not only live 

a certain way, but a responsibility to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
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VISION –  
We see proclaiming the name of Christ through evangelism, service, and love.  We envision taking the 

gospel into our immediate community, and not waiting for the community to come to us.  To do this we have 
the desire to simply love people as God loves these people, expecting nothing from them, but fulfilling needs, 
developing relationships, and sharing Christ’s love, His plan for our lives, and the Gospel that He died for. 

We envision sparking a desire within each and every youth group member to be involved in evangelizing 
the lost, and bringing them into a personal relationship with Christ.  We seek to improve not only our own 
place of worship, but to also improve the quality of life among our community.  This is all done with the over-
arching theme and disposition of loving all people.   

We are called to disciple the believers, and inspire them toward a loving relationship with God.  We long to 
have all men come to Christ, but with that we have the responsibility to direct them toward a God-filled 
relationship.  We see the youth group as not only as a starting gate for sending Christians, but also as a 
starting gate toward a new, healthy, mature, and loving relationship with our one true all-knowing Creator and 
Father. 

We are tasked to inspire the spiritually mature toward ministry while partaking in God’s gift of life.  We will 
direct all Christians towards full-time ministry.  We do not focus on where you go or what you do.  We focus 
directly on how you go and “how you do.”  We want God’s love to be the driving force in the youths’ lives, and 
we want to inspire them toward being consumed by the desires of God in their lives. 
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CORE VALUES – 

• Evangelism 

• Biblical Education 

• Family 

• Fun 

 

Evangelism 

 Matthew 9:37 and 38 says, “Then He said to His disciples ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 

few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest” (Hodgson, ESV). 

Evangelism is vitally important to not only the growth of the youth group and God’s Kingdom, but it will also 

help the youth put their biblical knowledge into practice.  Evangelism is the only way that God’s Kingdom can 

be expanded. Unfortunately, evangelism is not commonly practiced, or even taught as a core value.  With a 

youth group based upon evangelism the hope is not only physical growth, but also to help produce more 

spiritually mature Christians. 

Biblical Education 

 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for training in righteousness” (Hodgson, ESV). Teaching the students about the Bible is probably 

one of the most important aspects of youth ministry.  Having a biblical foundation to stand upon will help 

guide and direct the students to a closer relationship with God.  Having a solid biblical knowledge can help 

build and develop the other core values within the group. 

Family 

 This core value is two-fold.  The first of these values is the importance of your family.  Ephesians 6:4 

says “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 

Lord” (Hodgson, ESV). The Bible is clear that it is the parents’ responsibility to raise the child, and as the youth 

pastor I am an advocate for the parents, not a surrogate.  I am here to work with the parents as a helper, not 

to fill the void of, or replace, the parent.  I am an extension of the family rules, and want to work with the 

parents for the betterment of their family – this includes the way the parents wish for their child to be taught 

and nurtured according to scripture.   

The other aspect of family that is important to this ministry is the “family” bond formed within the 

youth group.  We want to initiate a sense of a close community between all members of the youth group.  We 

want them to protect each other like they would a sister; we want them to care for each other like two 

brothers; and we want them to love each other like a parent loves a child.  1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be 

deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts good morals’” (Hodgson, ESV).  By implementing a sense of brotherhood 

among the youth, their company will be wholesome and moral.  We are commanded in James 5:16 to “confess 
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your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed” (Hodgson, ESV).  True 

confession comes best as the result of true brotherhood.  By simply developing a space for love to form, and 

relationships to prosper, a sense of ease may envelop the youth ministry. 

Fun 

 First, we want to provide a fun atmosphere for the students.  We believe that a lot of times life is taken 

too seriously.  We are meant to enjoy life. In Ecclesiastes 5:18 it says “Behold, what I have seen to be good and 

fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of 

his life that God has given him, for this is his lot” (Hodgson, ESV). God wants us to enjoy life, but sometimes we 

get too caught up in the “suffering servant syndrome” that we forget its okay to laugh, play, joke, and most of 

all have some fun.  

 We want to provide a fun atmosphere to perform ministry.  Not only does God want us to enjoy life, 

He wants us to enjoy our work.  We want the youth to enjoy coming to Bible study.  We want the students to 

want to come to small group meetings.  We want the youth to thrive, with a smile on their face, in any 

evangelical, service, or ministry position where their spiritual gift may be exercised, honed, and developed. 
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STRATEGY – 
At First Federated Church we like to look at our ministry as a funnel.  We look through Scripture, and 

especially at Jesus’ style of ministry, and find this type of ministry throughout.  Jesus started with large groups 

and would draw them in.  He performed miracles, healed the sick, fed the 5,000, and shared with these people 

the love of God.  However, from those large groups he had those who followed him.  He sent the 72 to 

prepare the way for His coming.  He also had those who followed, traveled, and lived with Him throughout His 

ministry.  These men and women were those that Jesus lived life with, and ministered to as they were going.  

From there he had is inner-circle, the 12 disciples.  These were the men that Jesus trusted, and would entrust 

the spreading of Christianity to.  But even within these 12 men Jesus had three that He poured into very 

intentionally (Peter, James and John).   

We aim at having a very similar type of ministry for our youth at First Federated Church. We will have 

those events that are intended to bring in the masses, or for us to go to the masses, with the intention to 

introduce them to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We will have opportunities for those introduced to Christ to 

learn more about Him.  We have opportunities for those who have decided to follow Christ to grow in their 

relationship, and opportunities for those growing in their faith to put it into action.  We will also have 

opportunities for students to join our leadership team, and be a part of leading this group into the future.   

Our goal is that every student would reach that final stage of commitment, not just to our ministry, but to 

God.  We understand that will not always be the case, but we desire to provide students the opportunity to 

take their faith deeper than they ever have before. Below is the ways in which we hope to encourage students 

in their faith journeys. 

Activities 

• Types of Activities (Not Limited To):

o KC Trip 

o Lock-In 

o Bowling 

o Foot Golf 

o Disc Golf 

o Cookouts 

The purpose of all activities is two-fold. 

1. Fellowship – These events will give our students a chance to come together, hang out, and simply get to 

know one another.  Without these times, our students can’t be expected to help one another in their 

faith.  We want to foster an atmosphere where we are comfortable with each other.  This can’t happen 

without us spending time together. 

2. Evangelism – One of our core values is evangelism.  Our goal is to introduce people to Christ.  These 

events will be geared toward our students inviting friends who are not regularly attending H.S.M. events.  

We want to give our unbelieving friends a chance to get to know us, hang out with us, and make a 

connection that can be fostered into a relationship with Christ. 
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Wednesday Night Gathering (Wednesday Nights) 

Our Wednesday night Gatherings are similar to our activities.  However, we have one added proponent that aims 

at drawing our students into a closer relationship with Christ. 

1. Fellowship – Every Wednesday night, our church gets together and shares a meal.  The youth continue 

this idea on into their Gathering time.  We will play some games, have some fun, and get to know each 

other a little before continuing on into our lesson time. 

2. Evangelism – We want to encourage all of our students to bring their friends to this Gathering.  This is our 

most seeker-friendly weekly programing, and lends itself to not only help the believer, but also call the 

unbeliever. 

3. Worship & Devotional – Each week our students will be led in a few worship songs to get their hearts 

focused on that evenings devotional.  Following this the students will hear a devo from the youth pastor, 

adult sponsors, or their fellow students.  This will be followed by a small group discussion time.   

Life Groups – Small Groups 

These groups are aimed at getting our students focused on putting their faith into practice.  We encourage these 

groups to function organically.  There is an adult leader, and these adult leaders do lead the discussions.  

However, what the students do – their projects, the ministries they support or work with, and the way they go 

about doing them – is completely led by the students.  This is a space for them to find their passion, put it into 

practice, try new ideas, and be a part of the hands and feet of Jesus. 

These groups meet every Sunday evening during the school year.  This time is for them to study the Bible, read 

through a book together, plan projects, and discuss how they are going to fulfill God’s Will for their lives 

together.  These groups are a little more of a commitment, and require not only reading and study homework, 

but actual tasks related to the projects their group is trying to finish. 

Mentorships/Discipleship 

One of the best ways we can have an impact upon the lives of students is through our relationships.  On top of 

that, we also realize that some of our individual personalities as leaders mesh better with different personalities 

of students.  We want to embrace this.  Therefore, we encourage all of our adult leaders to constantly be looking 

out for those students that we may be able to have a conversation with, take out for lunch, or meet regularly 

with.  We understand that discipleship is an important part of our faith, and we want to offer that to our 

students.  We want to give them times where we can talk specifics about their lives, their faith, and their 

journeys without the fear of ridicule, resentment, or mockery.     

Given the state of the world we live in, all of these meetings are held in a public place or in groups of three. Also, 

before any of these meetings can take place the adult must approach and discuss these meetings with the 

parents – getting permission and making sure that the parents are on board. 
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S.A.L.T. – Student and Adult Leadership Team 

Our leadership team is comprised of both adults and students.  Those students, who have shown leadership 

qualities, have applied, and have been approved by the adult leaders will be allowed to join this team.  They will 

be involved in all leadership meetings, discussions, and decisions made regarding Heirborn Student Ministries.  

Much is expected from these students.  They are leaders, and are expected to behave as such.  They must meet 

specific requirements during the year to remain on this team, including reading, teaching, and attendance.  

Although much is expected, there are added benefits for the student, including attending our yearly leadership 

retreat. 

Retreats/Conferences 

HSM attends four conferences on a regular basis.  Each conference is aimed at a different goal, and serves very 

specific purpose within our youth ministry.  Below is a description of each conference. 

• CIY Believe – Middle School Conference – (Winter/Spring) 

CIY Believe is a middle school conference held during the school year.  Our middle school students are all 

encouraged to attend.  The purpose of CIY Believe is to help teach the students the foundations on which to build 

their faith.  It does encourage them to put that belief into action, but they must first understand what they 

believe before they can live it out.  This conference is also a great way to build relationships with middle school 

students in our ministry, get them used to attending youth conferences, and gives them a chance to interact with 

the other students they will be learning and ministering with over the course of their youth ministry experience. 

• Ignite Conference (Spring) 

The Ignite Conference is hosted locally here in Des Moines.  We attend this conference for multiple reasons.  Not 

only is this an opportunity for our students to get refreshed in their faith during school, but it is also an 

opportunity to reveal to them the possibility of their role within the Body of Christ.  We want to give them time 

to show them that their faith needs to take priority over everything.  On top of that, it is a great time for us as a 

group to get away, fellowship with one another, and learn more about our relationship with God. 

• YP Summit – (Fall) 

YP Summit stands for Youth/Parent Summit.  The goal is to cover topics that are difficult for students and parents 

to discuss.  We’ll come together for some worship, teaching, and classes that cover that topic.  The students and 

parents will have a chance to learn and discuss with other adults, but will also be encouraged to start those 

conversations with their children as well.  The goal isn’t to have an entire conversation covering these topics that 

weekend, but to start a conversation with parents and students that will last.  We want the parents to learn how 

to approach their students with these topics, and we want the students to feel comfortable talking to their 

parents about these tough subjects. 

 

 



12 
 

• CIY Move – High School Conference – (Summer) 

CIY Move is a week-long high school conference. This conference builds upon CIY Believe for middle school 

students.  Its purpose is to get our high school students thinking about how they can take their knowledge and 

faith in God, and put it into action.  So often our faith is stagnant, especially in our teen years.  We want our 

students to grow in knowledge, but also grow in action.  Unless they grab a hold of their faith, and it becomes 

real to them they are very likely to abandon their faith later in life.  This conference works to avoid that issue.  

Mission Trips 

Missions is extremely important, and we want to teach that to our students.  To do this we want to expose our 

students to different types of missions. We do this through an international missions opportunity and an 

opportunity within the United States 

 International Mission Trip – Dominican Republic (Every other year) 

Every other year Heirborn Student Ministries hosts a mission trip to the Dominican Republic. We partner with a 

local missionary, Pastor Carlos, and TIME Ministries.  Each student is fully engulfed in the missionary lifestyle 

throughout the trip.  They are required to raise support, write prayer letters, plan ministry events, help plan 

construction projects, and then are responsible to carry those out as a team.   

Leadership Roles 

• Adult Volunteer 

Our Adult Volunteers are those who are willing to go on trips with us.  We are also in need of adult leaders to 

attend camps, conferences, and mission trips, provide adult supervision and be willing to lead our students.  This 

role requires the smallest time commitment, and aren’t regularly interacting with our students. 

• Wednesday Night Leader 

Our Youth Sponsors spend Wednesday evenings with our students.  These adults help with welcoming our 

students, taking attendance, welcoming new students, helping with games, leading worship, leading discussion 

groups, and possibly teaching a devotional.  This is a weekly commitment. 

• Life Group Leader 

Our Life Group Leaders are responsible for leading our small groups.  There is prep time, and other commitments 

associated with this role.  These adults are responsible for leading discussion, focusing the group on the tasks at 

hand, and helping the students accomplish their goals as a group regarding their area of focus.  They are not 

responsible for doing all of the work, but are responsible for keeping the students on task, and reporting back to 

the youth pastor what these groups are working on. 
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• Coach 

This is probably our most involved role within the youth ministry. Our desire is that all of our leaders are in some 

way fulfilling this role, but realize that some will be more intentional than others.  This role is focused on 

individual relationships between adult leader and student.  Our Coaches will be regularly meeting with students 

in a one-on-one capacity, developing a closer relationship with individual students, spending time with them, 

attending sporting events or concerts, and pushing them into a deeper relationship with God through intentional 

conversations and by example. 

• Student Leaders 

For those students who express a deep understanding of God, who desire to take their faith deeper, and who 

have the desire will be given an opportunity to join our leadership team.  This position comes with many 

responsibilities, but also has the perk of being able to have a say in the direction of the youth ministry.  They will 

be a part of all leadership meetings and decisions.  There will be the responsibility of teaching, leading, and living 

an example of a Christ-centered life.  They will be a held to a higher standard than most students. 

• S.A.L.T. Team 

This team consists of those who fall into the categories of Wednesday Night Leaders, Life Group Leaders, 

Coaches, and Student Leaders.  It will also consist of those Adult Leaders who may be going on the next youth 

trip.  This is a time for our leadership team to get on the same page, discuss any issues within the ministry, our 

upcoming events, pray for our students, and receive a little bit of training regarding the student ministry.  This 

group will meet once a month. 
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Concluding Thoughts – 
The youth ministry of a church is a vitally important ministry.  It is the ministry that trains the future 

generation of, not only the world but, the church.  We have a huge responsibility to bring them up in the way of 

the Lord.  This means that the youth ministry needs to be a part of the church.  The youth need to be involved in 

the church’s ministries, and they need to be given roles that will develop their spiritual gifts.  We desire that the 

youth have a functioning role within the congregation, and want the congregation to be involved in the training 

of the youth.   

The youth are growing up in difficult times.  There are so many pressures coming from so many different 

places.  The only way that they can successfully navigate the minefield that is adolescence is to be led through it.  

The only person that can lead them through this difficult time is Christ.  The youth ministry is developed to help 

nurture that relationship, and the church is a vital part of that development.  
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Heirborn Student Ministries 
Leader Application  
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete this form. We want you to know that the following 
information will be kept confidential and will only be shared with appropriate pastoral staff. We are 
looking forward to knowing you!  
 
 
Before you can begin your application process you must meet the following requirements: 

 I am at least a “Sophomore” in High School or older 

 I consider First Federated Church my home church 

 I attend weekend services at FFC on a regular basis (3 to 4 times per month)  

 I align with the beliefs and teachings of FFC 
 
 

Contact Information 

Full Name: _____________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 

Name you prefer: ___________________________ Gender: M ____ F ____ DOB: ___________________ 

Email:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address, City, Zip: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary phone: _________________________________Cell #: _________________________________  

 
 

General Information 

Occupation: ______________________________________ Employer: ____________________________ 

Work Status: 

 Part Time  
 

 Full Time   Student / School: 
___________________

Marital Status:

 Single  
 

 Married  
 

 Divorced

Spouse Name: ____________________________________________ Anniversary: _________________  

Children and Ages:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Church information 

How long have you been attending FFC? ____________ How did you hear about us? _____________ 

What area would you like to lead?    

 Adult Leader   

 Wed. Night Leader    

 Life Group Leader   

 Coach  

 Other: ____________________________ 
__________________________________ 

 

 References 
Due to the fact that this leadership position is in close contact with minors we are in need of 2, 
non family personal references. Please list 2 people that you have known for more than 2 years. 

 

#1 Name: ______________________________ 

Primary Phone: _________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________ 

Relationship: ___________________________ 

How long have you known this person? ______ 

 

#2 Name: ______________________________ 

Primary Phone: _________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________ 

Relationship: ___________________________ 

How long have you known this person? ______ 

*Your application is not complete until both of the given references have been checked. If we have 
trouble getting in contact with your references this may slow down the interview process. 

Personal Information 
Do you consider yourself to be a committed believer? How so? 
 
 
 
How are you active in your walk with God? 
 
 
What kind of accountability structure do you have in your life? (Small group, mentor, etc.) 
 
 

Ministry Information 
Please describe any past ministry or church experience you have been involved in. What did you do 
and who was/is the leader?  
 
 
 
List the date and activities of other ministry experiences here at First Federated Church. 
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What we believe as a ministry and as a church body 
An important part of serving in our student ministry is that you understand and commit to our 
doctrinal beliefs here at First Federated Church. Please initial that you agree with the points below. 
 
_____ ABOUT GOD 
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT MAN 
Man is made in the spiritual image of God, to be like him in character. He is the supreme object of God's creation. 
Although man has tremendous potential for good, he is marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God called "sin." 
This attitude separates man from God.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT ETERNITY 
Man was created to exist forever. He will either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or in union with God through 
forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God is hell. To be eternally in union with him is eternal life. 
Heaven and hell are places of eternal existence.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT JESUS CHRIST 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father. Jesus lived a sinless human life and offered himself as the 
perfect sacrifice for the sins of all men by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate his 
power over sin and death. He ascended to heaven's glory and will return again to earth to reign as King of kings, and 
Lord of lords.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT SALVATION 
Salvation is a gift from God to man. Man can never make up for his sin by self-improvement or good works. Only by 
trusting in Jesus Christ as God's offer of forgiveness can man be saved from sin's penalty. Eternal life begins the moment 
one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT ETERNAL SECURITY 
Because God gives man eternal life through Jesus Christ, the believer is secure in salvation for eternity. Salvation is 
maintained by the grace and power of God, not by the self-effort of the Christian. It is the grace and keeping power of 
God that gives this security.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son as God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their need 
for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for 
living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. The Christian seeks to live under his control 
daily.  
 
 

_____ ABOUT THE BIBLE 
The Bible is God´s word to all men. It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
It is the supreme source of truth for Christian beliefs and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is truth without any 
mixture of error.  
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Lifestyle and Legal Concerns 
In caring for students, we believe it is our responsibility to seek adult leaders that can provide healthy, safe, and 
nurturing relationships. Please answer the following questions accordingly. 
 
Are you currently or have you ever used illegal drugs? Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Have you ever gone through treatment for alcohol or drug abuse? Yes ___ No ___ if yes, please describe: 
 
Have you ever been arrested and / or convicted of a crime? Yes ___ No ___ if yes, please describe: 
 
Have you ever had sexual relations with any minor after you became an adult? Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Have you ever been accused or convicted of any form of child abuse? Yes ___ No ___ if yes, please describe: 
 
Have you ever been a victim of any form of child abuse? Yes ___ No ___ 
 
Do you view X-Rated movies, visit adult bookstores, read X-rated magazines, websites, etc.? Yes ___ No ___ 
 
If single, are you pursuing a relationship that is honoring to God? Yes ___ No ___ 

 

Student Ministry Leadership Covenant 
After praying, and discussing with my family the commitment involved with volunteering in Heirborn Student 
Ministries, I choose to commit to the following: 

_______ I acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ in my life, and I have a personal relationship with God through faith 
in Christ. 

_______I am committed to growing and maturing in my relationship with God through quiet times, active attendance at 
church, and involvement in accountability. I am committed to stop serving if, at any time, my personal spirituality 
becomes compromised. 

_______I am committed to a lifestyle that is both godly and above reproach. I commit to making wise choices. I realize 
that my lifestyle and decisions are a model for students. 

_______I am committed to attending the mandatory leader meetings throughout the year. 

_______I will not post anything on my personal blog, website, or social media that would be damaging to the reputation 
of Christ. 

_______I understand the philosophy of this youth ministry and agree with its purpose and commit to shepherding the 
students that God brings to me. I commit to rejecting divisive behavior. I commit to bringing my disagreements, 
concerns, or problems about the ministry to a First Federated Church staff member without talking or gossiping to 
students, HSM volunteers, or church members. 

_______Because I am making a significant commitment and my presence is important, I agree to be consistent and 
timely to the program(s) I commit myself to. I also agree to communicate with the youth pastor if I will be absent. 

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of Iowa that the foregoing is true and correct. First Federated 
Church may contact my references and appropriate government agencies to determine my suitability as a youth leader. I 
understand that all this information will remain confidential by the church staff. 

 
Print Name: __________________________ Signature: _____________________________________  Date: __________ 
**After discussing this application with leadership, and you are approved to serve in the student ministry, a background check 
must be completed 



19 
 

 

First Federated Church Background Check 

This form is to be completed by any person seeking a position (volunteer or compensated) involving the supervision or 

custody of minors.  It is used to help first Federated Church provide a safe, secure environment for the children who 

participate in our programs. 

Date:  _________________________________________  Social Security#:  ____________ _____________ __________________  

                                              (necessary for background check) 

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     (Maiden Name)  ______________________________________ Birth Date:  ______________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________ City:_________________________________Zip Code:______________ 

Telephone:  ____________________________________________ Email:_______________________________________________________ 

Area of desired service:    

Nursery/Preschool __________ Pre-K-2 grade __________BLAST(3-5 grade) __________ 

AWANA __________ Heirborn __________ 

 

The information I have given on this form is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge.  By 

signing below, I voluntarily and knowingly authorize First Federated Church or its authorized 

agents to obtain  or prepare a criminal background check about me. 

 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________  Date: ______________________________ 
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The Process From Here 
 

First and foremost, thank you for taking the time to consider working with our students at First Federated 
Church.  This packet contains a lot of information, and it takes time to get through everything.  We have a lot 
of fun with our students, but also are very intentional and serious about our role in their lives.  We have 
carefully thought through, and more importantly prayed about, what God wants from us, and how we can 
lead our students in ministry.  If you still feel God leading you to be a part of this ministry here is the process 
that you must complete. 
 
#1 – Pray 
 
Please start this step now.  Be in prayer about if you should continue pursuing this position, and as to what 
your role will be.  Pray for our students, our adult leaders, our church, and our leadership as decisions are 
made and ministry is done.  We don’t desire the coolest people, the biggest ministries, or the most up-to-date 
programming.  We only desire to be in God’s will, and that can only happen through prayer. 
 
#2 – Turn in Application 
 
Fairly self-explanatory.  Complete the required paperwork in this packet, and turn it into Adam at your earliest 
convenience.  
 
#3 – Wait to Hear From Youth Pastor 
 
Depending on when you turn your application and assessment will depend on how long it takes Adam to get 
back to you.  If it’s summer it may take quite a while.  If it’s right before a big event, it could take a week or 
two.  Please be patient. 
 
#4 – Meet With Youth Pastor 
 
After Adam goes through your application he will contact you to set up a meeting.  During this meeting you 
will walk through our Philosophy and Theology of Ministry, you will be allowed to ask questions, and you will 
have a chance to get a better knowledge and understanding of Heirborn Student Ministries. 
#5 – Complete Training 
 
We are a part of a really amazing training program here at First Federated. Once you’ve met with Adam you 
will need to complete this training on your own time.  They are simple 10 minute videos with some questions 
at the end for you to answer.  This training is not only beneficial to us to get to know you better, but is so 
beneficial for anyone looking to serve within any ministry within the church. 
#7 – Start Your Ministry 
 
After you complete your training you will begin your ministry in your respective area! Welcome to the team! 
 

#8 – Check Up 
 
After you’ve began your ministry Adam will check in to see how things are going and if you have any questions. We just 
want to make sure this ministry is the right fit for you, and that you are finding joy in working for the Lord!  


