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Media Backgrounder 
 

Key Messages 

• Wataynikaneyap Power is majority-owned by 24 First Nations, in partnership with Fortis Inc. and 
other private investors, to bring the ‘line that brings light’- a $1.8 billion dollar infrastructure 
project, to 17 remote northern Ontario First Nations currently powered by diesel generators.  
 

• Remote First Nations are experiencing interrupted power supply, a significant cost premium 
associated with the transportation of fuel, and adverse environmental impacts associated with 
diesel generation. Inadequate power is a major barrier to the development of sufficient, modern 
housing and community facilities.  
 

• The new 230 kV line to Pickle Lake will increase the load supply capabilities and provide the 
operating flexibility to meet the needs of the remote communities that will be energized in Phase 
2 of the Project. 

Background information on the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project 
 
To connect remote communities to the electrical grid, Wataynikaneyap Power will develop, manage 
construction, and operate approximately 1,800 kilometres of transmission lines in northwestern Ontario. 
The communities are currently powered by diesel generation, which is financially unsustainable, 
environmentally risky, and inadequate to meet community needs. 
 
Wataynikaneyap Power is a licensed transmission company majority-owned by a partnership of 24 First 
Nations in partnership with Fortis Inc. and other private investors, regulated by the Ontario Energy Board. 
FortisOntario Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Fortis Inc., acts as the project manager through its wholly 
owned subsidiary, Wataynikaneyap Power PM Inc. The 24 First Nations also established Opiikapawiin 
Services to lead the community engagement and participation for Wataynikaneyap Power LP.  
 
24 First Nations working together and controlling the development of infrastructure within their 
traditional lands is monumental and will be a catalyst for greater prosperity and economic self-
determination. First Nation owners include: Bearskin Lake, Cat Lake, Deer Lake, Kasabonika Lake, 
Keewaywin, Kingfisher Lake, Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug, Lac des Mille Lacs, Lac Seul, McDowell 
Lake, Mishkeegogamang, Muskrat Dam, North Caribou Lake, North Spirit Lake, Ojibway Nation of 
Saugeen, Pikangikum, Poplar Hill, Sachigo Lake, Sandy Lake, Slate Falls, Wabigoon Lake, Wapekeka, 
Wawakapewin, and Wunnumin Lake. 
 
The Project’s leaders established the Guiding Principles, supported by its partners, that set out 
expectations for the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project’s construction. As such, the Project is 
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undertaken in a manner that respects Indigenous lands, rights, and principles; way of life on the land and 
as part of the land; and First Nation land sharing protocols. 
 
More information about Wataynikaneyap Power can be found at www.wataypower.ca.  
 

Major Milestone: Phase 1 Energization of ‘line that brings light’ one step closer to 
powering the remote north 
 
Phase 1 of the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project is an approximately 300 km long, 230 kV 
transmission line, and associated components, starting in Dinorwic (east of Dryden, Ontario) and extending 
north to terminate at Pickle Lake, Ontario. The newly built connection facility, located at Dinorwic, serves 
as a connection between the Project transmission line and a pre-existing 230 kV line owned and operated 
by Hydro One. A transformer station and ancillary components are located in Pickle Lake. The transformer 
station steps the power down from 230 kV to 115 kV to safely supply power to remote communities north 
of Pickle Lake. 
 
The new 230 kV upgrade to Pickle Lake will increase the load supply capabilities and provide the operating 
flexibility to meet the needs of the remote communities that will be energized in Phase 2 of the Project. 
Phase 1 was successfully completed on August 12, 2022.  

 
Next Steps  
 
The next phase of the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project, currently underway, is the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of 1,441 km of a 115 kV, 44 kV, 25 kV alternating current 
transmission system located north of Red Lake and Pickle Lake to connect 15 communities to the 
provincial power grid.1 Phase 2 construction of the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project is 
progressing well, with 100% of the Right of Way cleared and 61% of 2,131 total towers installed. The line 
will be fully operational by mid-2024, according to the current Project schedule.  
 

Timeline 
 
First Nations have been working on improving regional energy access in Ontario for over 30 years.  

• 2008: The original Central Corridor Energy Group was given the mandate to pursue the planning 
and development of an electrical transmission line to connect 10 communities to the provincial 
electricity grid, owned by the communities. 

• 2011:  Additional mandate to refurbish the line to Pickle Lake to connect the 17 remote First 
Nations. 

• 2015: Wataynikaneyap Power partnership formed with First Nations and Fortis Inc. 
Wataynikaneyap Power received its Transmission License from the Ontario Energy Board. 

• 2016: Wataynikaneyap Power chosen as the company to carry out the transmission line project 
and is designated by the Province as a “Priority Project.”  

 
1 17 communities will be connected to the provincial grid in total. Pikangikum First Nation was connected in 
December 2018 due to the dire needs of the community. Wataynikaneyap Power will pursue options to connect 
McDowell Lake First Nation, our 17th community, at a future date. 
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• March 2018: Funding framework was announced. 

• December 2018: Construction completed on the first Project section: the 117 km line to 
Pikangikum First Nation.  

• 2019: The Ontario Energy Board approved Wataynikaneyap Power’s LTC application. Project 
financing was secured and Valard Construction was given notice to proceed as Engineering, 
Procurement, and Construction (EPC) contractor.  

• Summer 2020: Construction began.  

• August 12, 2022: Phase 1 of Project, the new 230 kV line to Pickle Lake, energized.  

• Fall 2022: Two First Nations will be connected to the provincial power grid. 

• 2023-24: Remaining communities scheduled to be connected by mid-2024 to achieve full 
operation. 

• 2049: 25 years following the operation date for the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Line, 
the First Nation partnership has the ability to purchase 100% of the Project and infrastructure. 

 
Benefits & Costs 
 
On average, diesel is the most expensive source of electricity for Ontario customers - diesel generation 
costs are higher than the average cost of the provincial generation supply mix. Diesel generation is 
currently funded primarily by the Government of Canada and Ontario electricity consumers and costs are 
estimated at $90 million annually.2 Connecting remote communities to the provincial grid is expected to 
cost less than continuing to supply diesel. 
 
Note these cost savings do not reflect the additional social, developmental, and environmental benefits 
that would also arise from transmission connection of remote communities. The Wataynikaneyap Project 
has created 500-1,300 jobs during construction and is expected to contribute nearly $900 million in socio-
economic benefits, such as lower greenhouse gas emissions (more than 6.6 million tonnes of CO2 
equivalent GHG emissions are estimated to be avoided), as well as improved health of community 
members, and ongoing benefits from increased economic growth. 
 
On  July 22, 2019, Wataynikaneyap Power and the Government of Canada celebrated the signing of 
agreements that formalized support for the Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project and secured the 
terms of Canada’s support of $1.6 billion for the Project. Financial close was achieved on October 29, 
2019.  

To date, 339 community members have received training to assist them in gaining project employment, 
which is 78% over the target.   

 

 
 
 

 
2 *as of 2013. Source: Draft Technical Report and Business Case for the Connection of Remote First Nation 
Communities in Northwest Ontario – for the Northwest Ontario First Nation Transmission Planning Committee 
(August 21, 2014) 
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Media Contacts 
 

Kristine Carmichael, Director of Corporate and Customer Services 
FortisOntario Inc. 
(905) 994-3637 
Kristine.Carmichael@fortisontario.com 

Mary Kita, Manager, Communications 
Wataynikaneyap Power 
(807) 631-7503 
Mary.Kita@wataypower.ca 
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