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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Background/Scope of Work 

Wataynikaneyap (Watay) continues to complete high-level environmental field inspections for 

project activities. Inspections included ensuring the Contractor (Valard) is adhering to the 

environmental commitments set out in the approved Environmental Assessment (EA) document. 

Environmental commitments include, but are not limited to, sensitive habitats and features, setbacks 

and timing constraints, material storage and handling, erosion and sediment controls at the sites. 

The Project is divided into Group 1, 2, and 3 project areas. The inspections described in this report 

cover areas within all Project groups.  

 

1.2 Locations 

 

1.2.1 Phase 1 

Phase 1 (Group 1) project area extends from near southeast of Dinorwic to Pickle Lake. Phase 

1 consists of the AB alignment, which commences at Substation A near Dinorwic and extends 

for 303 km to Substation B in Pickle Lake. The central work area and camp for Group 1 

activities were located near Sioux Lookout at the time of the inspections. 

 

1.2.2 Phase 2 

The Phase 2 project area is comprised of two subsystem branches located north of Pickle Lake 

(Group 2) and Red Lake (Group 3). Phase 2 is approximately 1,630 km of a 115kV, 44kV, 25kV 

alternating current transmission system, to connect to 17 remote First Nation communities. 

Phase 2 activities for north of Pickle Lake (Group 2) were located near CJ, JK. JI, CD, DE, EF, EG 

at the time of the inspection. The majority of areas throughout Phase 2 north of Red Lake 

(Group 3) had ongoing work activities at the time of the inspection.  

 

1.3 Methodology 

Site visits for Phase 1 and 2 were conducted on December 8-13, 2021 and on March 21-25, 2022. 

The environmental inspections were performed using the Wataynikaneyap Environmental Field 

Inspection forms, which include environmental commitments derived from the EA document (See 

Appendix C – E-14-As Submitted). In addition to observing the requirements on the inspection 

form, further EA commitments were investigated where applicable (See Appendix D – Additional 

EA Commitments). 

 

Inspections were conducted by visual observations of the work front and various Project sites. Given 

the vast Project area, sites were chosen based on the environmental constraints identified within the 

alignment sheets. The purpose of the Alignment Sheets is to provide a visual map overview of 

construction activities planned to occur over a three-month basis, displaying environmental features, 

environmental constraints and unexpected environmental conditions in the area(s), mitigation and 

monitoring plans for the area is) in which work is being undertaken and any wildlife species, habitat 

or natural feature timing constraints that apply.  Sites such as those with crews actively working or 

with features such as water crossings, identified caribou or bat habitat, archaeological or traditional 

land and resource values were the focus for the environmental inspections. 

 

Camps, laydown areas, and refueling areas were also investigated. Information that could not be 
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obtained by visual observations, was obtained in consultation with Valard Environmental Monitors, 

Right of Way Coordinators, and Project Managers. 

 

At the time of the site inspections, Project activities within both Phase 1 and Phase 2 work areas 

included some vegetation clearing of laydown and fly areas, geotechnical drilling and test pitting, 

surveying for structures and test pitting locations, installation of swamp mats along access roads, 

anchor testing and installations, foundation installations, material assembly, structure installation, 

post-clearing buffer and watercourse flagging, conductor stringing and raking and piling fallen 

vegetation. 

 

During the inspections, weather was a contributing factor for certain observations. Weather during 

the inspections ranged from -10 – 25oC and windy, with some days of light snow.  

 

The results of the environmental inspections are detailed in the following sections. Each 

environmental commitment topic for the inspection is divided with results separated by Phase 1 and 

Phase 2 observations. 

 

 

2. Environmental Observations 

 
2.1 Phase 1 

 

Table 1: Phase 1 Environmental Observations 

 

Date Site 

Dec 8, 2021 Sioux Lookout Camp and Materials Yard 

Dec 10, 2021 Pickle Lake Camp and Materials Yard, Substation B 

Dec 12, 2021 Substation A 

Mar 24, 2022 Group 1 AB flyover 

 

2.2 Phase 2 

Table 2: Phase 2 Environmental Observations 

 

Date Site 

Dec 11, 2021 Pipestone Camp, Substation C 

Dec 13, 2021 Balmertown P1P2-26-28, Junction Camp and Materials Yard, Red Lake Materials Yard 

Mar 21, 2022 Red Lake Substation P – Spill clean-up, sampling and excavation.  

Mar 22, 2022 Phase 2 flyover 

 

2.3 Right of Way 

Right of Way (ROW) commitments as described in the EA document include, but are not limited to, 

ensuring the 40 m ROW is delineated and clearly flagged in the field, access roads are Ministry of 
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Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) approved new entrances 

or utilize existing roads, environmental constraints as presented in the alignment sheets are 

identified to the workforce and water crossings are installed and removed as per the Code of Practice. 

 

2.3.1 Phase 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

The surveyed and flagged 40 m ROW was observed throughout most of the sites 

inspected. Water crossings observed throughout the Group 1 sites were delineated with 

blue flag tape and had a 30 m riparian vegetation buffer delineated with yellow flag 

tape. This was consistent with all water crossings encountered during the site 

inspections. 

 

Access roads and trails observed in the field coincided with the approved entrances 

identified on the alignment sheets. No non-approved access to sites was observed. Each 

site, laydown area, and entrance/access road were clearly labeled and indicated on the 

sign present at the entrance. 

 

Most ROW clearing was completed prior to the site inspections. Caribou habitat is 

abundant throughout the Project limits. Constraint mapping identified areas within the 

Project limits subject to vegetation retention and selective clearing, however, access to 

these sites was not possible at the time of the inspection.  

 

Resources such as alignment sheets displaying site-specific environmental constraints 

were provided to Supervisors or ROW Coordinators. It was confirmed with the ROW 

Coordinators that they implemented a mobile version of environmental constraint 

mapping obtained from the alignment sheet data.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.3.2 Phase 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

Similar to the sites observed within the Group 1 inspection, the ROW at all sites 

observed within the inspected Phase 2 segments were clearly marked and flagged with 

the appropriate tape. Each water crossing that was inspected retained the 30 m riparian 

buffer zone and was flagged with the respective blue and yellow tape. Most of the sites 

inspected had water crossings which were very clearly marked and had a generous 

riparian vegetation buffer retained.  

 

All access and entrance roads observed along the alignment corresponded to an 

NDMNRF approval access as indicated in the online alignment sheets and permit 

database. 

 

The ROW was marked with some environmental constraint signage and flagging that 

corresponded to those mapped on the alignment sheets, such as sensitive wildlife areas 
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signage within caribou habitat and culturally significant areas. See Section 2.5 for details 

regarding Ecological Features. 

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.4 Erosion and Sediment Controls 

Commitments pertaining to erosion and sediment controls as detailed in the EA document include 

the installation of controls prior to removal of waterbody crossings, culverts sized to handle peak 

flow, culvert installation and removal practices will follow NDMNRF and Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada (DFO)  advice, disturbed areas will be stabilized and vegetated where appropriate. Controls 

may include seeding, surface roughening (scarification), lockdown netting, straw bales, straw and/or 

wood fibre logs, rock check dams, silt fences, sediment traps/basins, diversion swales/dykes and 

collection ditching. Re-vegetation of work areas will be initiated at the first opportunity, where 

appropriate, to stabilize disturbed and exposed ground. 

 

2.4.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

Group 1 sites did not appear to present any erosion or sedimentation hazards. At the 

time of inspection, there was no ground disturbance due to frozen winter conditions. 

The sites observed were relatively gently sloping to flat. 

 

Erosion and Sediment Control Plans are required on a site-specific basis where 

warranted.  

 

Action Items/E-14s submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.4.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

Group 2 sites did not appear to present any erosion or sedimentation hazards. At the 

time of inspection, there was no ground disturbance due to frozen winter conditions.  

The sites observed were relatively gently sloping to flat. Erosion and Sediment Control 

Plans are required on a site-specific basis where warranted. 

 

Action Items/E-14s submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

 

2.5 Sensitive Areas 

EA commitments pertaining to sensitive wildlife areas include identifying and marking these features 

at the sites and including information regarding the constraints associated with them, such as the 

setback distances and timing constraints. Ecological features include various nesting birds, caribou 

nursery and wintering habitats, bat maternity roosting habitat, archaeological and cultural resources, 

and wetlands. 
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2.5.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

Throughout the Group 1 alignment, environmental constraints and sensitive habitats 

are identified in the field. This includes any known archaeological or culturally significant 

sites, caribou habitat, bat maternity areas, or wetlands.  

 

Eastern Whip-poor-will (EWPW), potential wolverine habitat and caribou winter use 

areas were identified in the alignment sheets throughout the Phase 1 area. 

 

Aquatic Moose Feeding Area (AMFA) is a feature associated with wetlands that was 

identified on the inspection checklist, displayed on alignment sheets, and found 

throughout the AB segment. This habitat feature was identified and flagged in the field, 

and the constraint to avoid clearing year-round within 120 m of this habitat type was 

observed. Mapping and alignment sheets are provided to all field crew which identifies 

sensitive areas or nearby constraints to be considered.  

 

Action Items/E-14s submitted 

E-14a not required.  

 

2.5.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

Within the BC segment of Group 2, signage and flagging was found throughout. It was 

noted that Sensitive Wildlife Area signs were posted within mapped caribou wintering 

habitat areas. Signage was noted along many entrance roads throughout the Project 

area.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

Not required. 

 

2.6 Wildlife Protection 

Commitments pertaining to wildlife protection as detailed in the EA document include knowledge 

of rare or species-at-risk via identified resources, mitigation plans for incidental observations of 

species at risk or rare species encountered in the field, identification and mitigation plans if 

mammal dens or bird nests are discovered during work. 

 

2.6.1 Group 1 

Observations/Locations 

Field crews, ROW Coordinator, and Environmental Monitors are provided with 

documentation or resources regarding identification and mitigation of species at risk, 

rare plant or animal species, or mammal dens in the field.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required. 
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2.6.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

During the Group 2 inspections, resources for species at risk identification and 

mitigation if encountered in the field were provided to all foremen. This information 

includes identification of bat hibernacula in proximity to the Project and the associated 

buffer, communicated through the alignment sheets.  Within cleared caribou habitat, 

there were woody piles observed at regular intervals along the ROW corridor to help 

create line-sight breaks.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required. 

 

2.7 Invasive Species Protection 

 

2.7.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

Field crew are provided with information regarding invasive species identification or 

protection. All equipment is washed prior to arriving at the site from their city of origin. 

 

Wash stations are available at camps or at the refueling areas, as required. 

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.7.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

Invasive Species guides have been provided to workers or crews. Pressure washers and 

wash areas are located at the camps. Equipment is washed within these areas prior to 

entering the field sites, as required. 

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.8 Spill Prevention and Handling 

As per the EA commitments, spills from leaking machinery or fuel handling require notification to 

Valard and Watay within 24 hours of occurrence. Spill prevention materials and knowledge of spill 

response plan is required by all crews in the field. Spill materials require labeling and proper disposal 

as per Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) requirements. 

 

2.8.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

All machinery inspected on site was equipped with proper spill kits. The Refueling 

Stations were observed for evidence of spills. Large spill kit bins were located within the 
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refueling area, were well stocked, and contained written spill cleanup procedures. Drip 

trays were also located within the refueling area. No other spills were identified during 

the site inspection. 

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required. 

 

2.8.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

Evidence of spills was observed during the Junction Camp inspection during the 

December 2021 inspection. The refueling area contained two drip trays frozen with 

snow, and staining visible around the light generator and throughout the refueling area. 

Stocked spill kits and additional drip trays were found within the refueling area. 

 

All machinery on site is equipped with proper spill kits. Spill kit bins were located within 

the refueling area, were well stocked, and contained written spill cleanup procedures. 

Drip trays were also located within the refueling area. Additional spills were observed 

under equipment parked in the yard near the refueling area.  

 

The Red Lake Substation yard and spill clean-up progress is currently being inspected 

on a daily basis, reported through the Environmental Monitors and daily reports 

provided from Valard. This site was also inspected on March 1, 8, and 22, 2022 by the 

Wataynikaneyap Environmental Auditors. The fuel spill occurred on February 8, 2022, 

during a fuel transfer operation, a damaged mobile Morgan Fuel diesel tanker (unit T63) 

released an estimated 1900L – 3000L of diesel fuel onto frozen compacted snow and 

ice. Wooden construction rig matting was in place underneath the compacted snow 

and ice. A puncture hole was discovered in the side of the tanker. Secondary 

containment was not present under the tanker due to the temporary staging of the 

empty mobile tanker at the site. This spill was reported to Ministry of Environment, 

Conservation and Parks (MECP) February 11, 2022, Ontario Spills Action Centre 

Reference # 1-1LLV16.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14a-999 was submitted on December 10, 2021 regarding the various spills around 

Junction Camp fueling area. EIR 293 reported December 13, 2021 for the spill under 

the light plant generator. E-14a-1054 submitted February 3, 2022 in progress for the 

cleanup around Substation P (Red Lake), regarding fuel storage and containment 

requirements. 

 

Outstanding or Corrected Items 

A response to E-14a-999 was received January 15, 2022. Small spills (<1L) have since 

been cleaned from around diesel tank area at Junction Camp. Filter to be replaced, and 

spill tray is currently placed under filter. Supervisors have been reminded to use spill 

trays when fueling. Response/resolution to E-14A-1054 is still pending by the time this 

report was completed. 

 



 

8 
 

Wataynikaneyap Power Transmission Project  

Environmental Inspection Report #2 

 

2.9 Hazardous Material and Waste Handling 

Hazardous materials handling and disposal requires proper containment and storage, TDG labeling, 

signage, and records of disposal. Materials such as spill cleanup materials, contaminated soils, used 

oil, and empty chemical containers are subject to the handling and disposal requirements as 

specified in the Hazardous Materials Environmental Management Plan. 

 

2.9.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

The interior and surrounding yard of the mechanic shop located beside Sioux Lookout 

Camp was inspected. It was noted that the Green for Life Environmental (GFL) used oil 

tank was in use, in new condition, and labelled with up to date proper plaque. Smaller 

containers of used motor oil were present adjacent to the used oil tank and held within 

secondary containment. The removal of hazardous wastes such as used oils is done by 

GFL. Safety handling procedures can be found in the safety data sheets (SDS) in the onsite 

safety office. Hazardous waste pickups are scheduled as required.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required. 

 

2.9.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

The Red Lake Substation P yard and spill clean-up progress is currently being inspected 

on a daily basis, reported through the Environmental Monitors and daily reports. This 

site was also inspected on March 1, 8, and 22 by the Wataynikaneyap Auditors for 

storage and disposal of hazardous materials. Hazardous soil excavated from the site 

and is transported twice a week to the Ear Falls landfill (only open Saturdays and 

Tuesdays). 

 

During the Junction Camp and the Red Lake laydown yard inspections on December 

13, 2021, a small pile of compressed gas cylinders was observed without proper storage.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14a-999 was submitted on December 10, 2021 regarding the inadequate storage and 

handling of compressed gas. E-14A-1054 was submitted on February 3, 2022 regarding 

fuel storage and containment requirements with respect to the spill at Substation P. 

 

Outstanding or Corrected Items 

A response to E-14a-999 was received January 15, 2022. Tanks have since been removed. 

At the time of the inspection, the tanks had to be laid down for the helicopter to pick 

them up. They were transported the same day. Response/resolution to E-14A-1054 is 

still pending by the time this report was completed. 

 

2.10 Non-Hazardous Waste Handling 

Non-hazardous waste included metals, wood, household or construction debris, recycling, and solid 

waste. Commitments to the EA include segregating various waste products by type and containing 
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them within appropriate receptacles for proper disposal. 

 

2.10.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

Sioux Lookout camp garbage removal is done by a private company and disposed at 

the Sioux Lookout landfill three times per week. A metal garbage bin with a lid was 

present at the camp for household garbage. Recycling facilities available throughout 

the camp for cans or bottles. Cardboard was separated and packaged for disposal.  

 

The camp water supply and Wastewater /sewage is directly connected to the Sioux 

Lookout municipal systems. Prior to proper plumbing, potable water was used and 

Wastewater  was contained in silos at the back of the camp yard. 

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.10.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

At the Pipestone Camp, household garbage is hauled by Valard to the Pickle Lake 

landfill. 

Water is obtained from the municipal water system and hauled to the camp. Sewage 

was hauled and disposed of at the Pickle Lake municipal landfill. 

 

Within the Pickle Lake camp yard, non-hazardous waste was separated into 

household/organic garbage, liquid/sewage waste, and Wastewater. Camp and 

kitchen garbage are stored in bins within the yard and disposed of at the municipal 

landfill. Recycling facilities available throughout the camp for cans or bottles. 

Cardboard was separated and packaged for disposal. 

 

Construction garbage from the site is also brought to the camp and disposed with 

the regular garbage. Wastewater  and sewage from the camp was stored in holding 

tanks and disposed at the municipal landfill. Water used at the camp is obtained and 

hauled from the Pickle Lake municipal water source. Recycles facilities were observed. 

 

Loops Camp, located off Pickle Lake Road was inspected for non-hazardous waste 

storage and disposal as well as general housekeeping. Within the camp yard, a metal 

sea can was used to contain household garbage which is kept closed to deter bears. 

Garbage was removed by the Town of Pickle Lake. Aside from camp garbage, no other 

areas of waste disposal were identified. The camp is plumbed to the Pickle Lake 

municipal water and sewer system. 

 

Junction Camp has a recycling program in place and recycling receptacles are present 

in camp trailers. Cardboard and untreated wood waste is burned in the incinerator on 

site.   
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Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A not required.  

 

2.11 Fuel Storage 

 

2.11.1 Group 1 

 

Observations/Locations 

The refueling area near the Sioux Lookout tool crib was inspected on June 19, 2020. The 

area overall was in excellent condition. Both the diesel and gas tanks were labelled, 

exhibited proper TDG labels, nozzles were properly and neatly stored, and emergency 

shut off locations were available throughout the refueling area. The area was equipped 

with several valid fire extinguishers. Large spill kits were found at the site. They 

contained instructions and new materials. Drip trays were also available at the site. The 

tanks were protected from vehicular traffic by barriers and boulders. 

 

Throughout the work area, jerrycans with gasoline were found in boxes of trucks or at 

the laydown area with no secondary containment (spill tray) or Workplace Hazardous 

Materials Information System (WHMIS) labelling or labels of any sort. Fuel tanks such as 

slip tanks were inspected throughout the work areas. 

 

Large propane tanks found at the Sioux Lookout Camp were contained within metal 

fencing and exhibited ‘No Smoking’ and flammable signage. Smaller propane tanks 

found throughout the camp were protected via concrete barriers. 

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14A-999 submitted on December 10, 2021, regarding issues relating to jerrycan 

storage. 

 

 

Outstanding or Corrected Items 

Response/resolution to E-14A received January 15, 2022. 

 

2.11.2 Group 2 

 

Observations/Locations 

At Pickle Lake camp yard, both the diesel and gas tanks were labelled, exhibited proper 

TDG labels, nozzles were properly and neatly stored, and emergency shut off locations 

were available throughout the refuelling area. The area was equipped with several valid 

fire extinguishers and large spill kits. There were visible signs of corrosion/rust noted 

on one of the fuel tanks at Pickle Lake.  

 

Action Items/E-14s Submitted 

E-14a not required.  
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3. Recommendations 
 

In addition to the requirements detailed in the submitted E-14A forms, the following environmental 

recommendations are made to ensure further E-14As are not required, based on the field 

observations. 

 

3.1 Group 1 

 

3.1.1 Erosion and Sediment Control 

It is recommended that within areas of erosion potential (steep slopes), the area is 

monitored during or after a rain event or throughout the spring thaw to ensure it does 

not present any erosion and sediment issues once the ground becomes wet and 

unstable. It is recognized that not every site requires erosion and sediment control 

measures such as those away from any drainages or water crossings, however, given 

the highly unstable materials found throughout Group 1 sites, additional areas outside 

of those with water crossings may present erosion hazards during rain events. Close 

monitoring of the notching and removal of winter water crossings is recommended to 

ensure best practices and to avoid potential erosion and sedimentation.  

 

3.1.2 Sensitive Feature Marking 

In addition to the requirements for signage and flagging within sensitive habitats or 

features, it is recommended that there is consistency among how these features are 

delineated (e.g. utilize only one specific type of flag tape or sign for a certain feature), 

and that all field crews are aware of the specific coloured markings and what they 

represent. It is also recommended that within sensitive areas, the buffer zone is clearly 

identified rather than a few pieces of flag tape in trees as that may be overlooked in 

the field or it may be difficult to determine the extent of a feature. 

 

3.2 Group 2 

 

3.2.1 Erosion and Sediment Control 

It is recommended that within areas of erosion potential (steep slopes), the area is 

monitored during or after a rain event or throughout the spring thaw to ensure it does 

not present any erosion and sediment issues once the ground becomes wet and 

unstable. It is recognized that not every site requires erosion and sediment control 

measures such as those away from any drainages or water crossings, however, given 

the highly unstable materials found throughout Group 2 sites, additional areas outside 

of those with water crossings may present erosion hazards during rain events. Close 

monitoring of the notching and removal of winter water crossings is recommended to 

ensure best practices and to avoid potential erosion and sedimentation.  

 

3.2.2 Sensitive Feature Marking 

In addition to the requirements for signage and flagging within sensitive habitats or 

features, it is recommended that there is consistency among how these features are 

delineated (e.g. utilize only one specific type of flag tape or sign for a certain feature), 

and that all field crews are aware of the specific coloured markings and what they 
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represent. It is also recommended that within sensitive areas, the buffer zone is clearly 

identified rather than a few pieces of flag tape in trees as that may be overlooked in 

the field or it may be difficult to determine the extent of a feature. 

 

 

3.2.3 Vegetation Retention 

It is recommended that to preserve any wildlife habitat, the existing ROW vegetation 

should be retained in identified selective clearing areas for caribou habitats and 

adjacent to waterbodies and wetlands. 

 

4. Summary/Conclusion 
 

Overall, fuel handing and hazardous waste storage and disposal appeared to be the components 

exhibiting the most issues with environmental assessment compliance. The Project continues to 

closely monitor and report on the progress of the spill clean-up at Substation P.  It is recognized that 

E-14As are issued and submitted to address any issues encountered on an ongoing basis and once 

responses are provided, they are reassessed in the field to ensure compliance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


