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Corporate
Accountability under Socio-Economic Rights

Even though they haveregularly been considered secondaryin front of political rights, in part
because of the difficulty to enforce them but also because of ideological postures that criminalize
poverty as an always earned condition and place profit over persons, socio- economic rights are
arguably at least as relevant as political rights. In fact, they are intertwined, and they rely upon
each other to ensure the proper human and social development of the citizens of any given society.
Absent political rights, individuals become oppressed by their society and any socio-economic
benefit will be overweighted by political insecurity and lack of freedom. Absent socio-economic
rights, persons can hardly achieve basic development and the capabilities to fully participate in the
social and political life, and therefore, they become unable to enjoy their political rights. Following
the example provided by the book, a family that sleeps on the street whose kids drink dirty water
and eat scraps will most likely not participate at all in the political life. The most unfavoured and
marginalized sectors of the US society tend to be politically apathetic. Moreover, countries with
severe socio-economic rights usually combine this with weak political rights, or little capacity to
protect them. It is time to give socio-economic rights the relevance they deserve.
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The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The
gLAWCcal comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the
gLAWcal book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London).

gLAWecal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new
focus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship be-
tween international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related val-
ues and concerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as
good governance, human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, la-
bour rights, access to knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare,
climate change, energy, environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food
safety and security.
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