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Sustainability
and Peaceful Coexistence
for the Anthropocene.

The definition of when the anthropocene
begins is often merely a philosophical
debate, but holds some real implications
based upon the outcome. As the chapter
notes, there are often two different ideas
of the anthropocene, the “good” and the
“bad” anthropocene. Generally speaking,
the bad is what the casual student of histo-
ry would understand. This bad anthropo-
cene began in the industrial age, and with
it cascading change to the earth’s atmo-
sphere, environment, and climate that has
led to the human-caused anthropogenic
climate change. To explore the less cited
but still quite significant contributions
from the good anthropocene is to under-
stand when humans began to have the ca-
pacity tomakeanimpactontheearthitself.
This date is a bit more nebulous because it
most definitely existed prior to written his-
tory, and the only understanding of pre-
historic human activity has results from
the inferences made by historians through
artifacts recovered in modern times. In
this the idea that the anthropocene began
with the sociogenic era is founded. Sim-
ply, when humans as a species became so-

phisticated enough to interact on a large
scale, they created systems and societies
that have left a long-lasting impact on the
earth itself, this is when the anthropocene
began. It is understandable that historians
may not always wish to related the impact
of humankind is a straight-line discussion
between the industrial era and the soon-
to-be irreversible impact on the climate
that has been experienced. However, it
may be this sense of shame of noting that
humans have been singularly importantin
making this negative change that there is
real change that is possible as a result.
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comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal
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gLAWCcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWCcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance,
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy,
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.
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To collaborate with Government, Civil society and
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

OUR GOALS

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal's publi-  Website: glawcal.org.uk
cation results. Facebook: gLAWCcal - Global Law Initiatives for
Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWCcal
LinkedIn: gLAWCcal
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