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Sustainability and
Peaceful Coexistence for the
Anthropocene.

There is an often thought distinction be-
tween what is manmade and what is nat-
ural. Certainly there are objects that are
obviously one or the other. Yet there are
other examples wherein, artifacts, or sys-
tems are not so easily classified. The often
contentious opinion that climate change
is not “human-caused” instead rests on
the idea that the changes in global climate
that have been experienced during the in-
dustrial change are instead caused by “nat-
ural forces”. Why make this distinction? In
this example, the detractors of anthropo-
genic climate change believe that“there is
nothing humans can do to change natural
forces” and therefore are off the hook, so
to speak, about doing anything to miti-
gate the effects of climate change. Anoth-
er arena where the distinction between
manmade and natural is seen the market-
ing of foodstuffs. This can be more obvious
when you make a contrast between cook-
ies that are made in a bakery, and an apple
that was picked off the tree in an orchard.
The assumption oftentimes is that some-
thing that is natural is inherently “better”
than something that is manmade. A fur-

ther example of this is the fervor over Ge-
netically Modified Organism; GMO foods.
GMOs have provided vast sums of people
with sustainable food sources in places
that would be unable to produce food
without the use of the GMO technological
innovations. In contrast to GMOs, certified
organic products are often cited as “natu-
ral”, and “more healthy” than similar GMO
products, even if the nutritional value of
the food is equal. From a public health
perspective, those who cannot necessari-
ly access or afford organic produces may
instead choose processed foods instead
of getting GMO produce are being failed
by systems that further the idea that GMO
foods are unsafe, unhealthy, and not fit for
consumption.
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gLAWCcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWCcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance,
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To collaborate with Government, Civil society and
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

OUR GOALS

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder Email: research@glawcal.org.uk
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal's publi-  Website: glawcal.org.uk
cation results. Facebook: gLAWCcal - Global Law Initiatives for
Sustainable Development
Twitter: @gLAWCcal
LinkedIn: gLAWCcal
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