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Kluwer Law International, Vol. 33, No. 3, pp. 263-304, Au-

gust 2006.

One of the initial premises of the chap-
ter worth exploration is the idea that
China’s ascension, or joining, of the
World Trade Organization is a whol-
ly desirable outcome. As the chapter
notes, the admission of the nation of
China was a decades-long process,
that exhausted a large amount of ef-
fort in negotiation between China
and the partners of the WTO. Simply,
it is understandable for China, or any
nation for that matter, to be hesitant
in handing over control of defining
trade functions between it and oth-
er global partners. However, as China
recognized like other before them,
it is difficult to find proper arbetiers
when agreements between nations
are broken. The WTO provides such an
arbitration stage, allowing the desires
of all nations involved to be weighed
against one another in a proper man-
ner. And with the sheer volume of
trade to and from China, an interna-
tional trade organization without that
nation as a partner would not be near-
ly as effective a player as others may
have been.There is truly a need for the
WTO as an arbiter with the very real
and colossal force of globalization that

has taken ahold in contemporary mar-
kets. Itis at this point only hypothetical
to explore the idea of a modern WTO
without the partnership of China, but
it may not be a leap to assume that a
China-less WTO would be less impact-
ful as a liberalizing force.
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The gLAWcal comments are insight and short analytical pieces written by the gLAWcal team. The gLAWCcal
comments are based on, and inspired by, the books and chapters published within one of the gLAWcal
book series published by Routledge Publishing (New York/London) or by other gLAWCcal publications.

gLAWCcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWCcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance,
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy,
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.
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