Ronnie Ellenblum is Professor at the Department of Geography at The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and a member of the Israeli Academy of Sciences and humanities. Ellenblum
specializes in Medieval Geographies, in the History of the Levant in the Middle Ages, in the
history of the Crusades, in the history of Jerusalem and in Climate History.

He is the author of Frankish Rural Settlement in the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998), Crusader Castles and Modern Histories (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2005), and The Collapse of the Eastern Mediterranean: Climate
Change and the Decline of the East, 950-1072 (Cambridge University Press, 2012).
Ellenblum heads the Vadum lacob and the Historic Cities research projects.

He is involved in the creation of several data bases dealing with the history of Jerusalem
together with the Palestinian al-Quds University. He initiated, together with the Late Prof.
Jonathan Riley Smith of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, a DB of the entire compendium of
Crusader documents and charters.

Ellenblum develops a comprehensive theoretical approach to 'Fragility,' claiming that a
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