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O’SULLIVAN Lawrence (Larry) 
 

 

Name:   Lawrence O’Sullivan 

Born:   16 April 1921 

Rank:    Able Seaman 

Service Number:   DSSX 25123 

Ship:     HMS Exeter 

Died:     5 September 1997 

 

 
Pre-War: 
Larry, as he was known, grew up as a rope maker in the family business in his 
hometown of Youghal in County Cork, Ireland.   
At the age of 16, Larry followed his father and later his brother into the Royal Navy.  
 

Wartime experience: 
Larry joined his first ship the HMS Afridi in 1939 and in April 1940 the Afridi went to 
Namsen Fjord in Norway to escort the evacuation convoy sent to rescue British and 
French soldiers.  The Afridi was sunk by German dive-bombers on 3 May, as she was 
escorting the evacuation convoy out of the Fjord.  Larry survived and was picked up 
by HMS Griffin but 53 of his shipmates died that day. 
In March 1941, he joined the famous HMS Exeter, as a gunner, at Plymouth.  Early 
in 1942, the Exeter was deployed to the Far East, as part of the Eastern strike force, 
consisting of 14 ships in the battle of the Java Sea.  The first battle, involving the 
Exeter, started on 27 February where she was damaged by a shell to the boiler room 
and had to limp back to Surabaya port.  The Exeter was repaired in time to fight again 
in the second battle, this time, on 1 March 1942, the Japanese sank her.  
 
The survivors were sent to Japan, where Larry ended up in Nagasaki camp 26, where 
he survived, living one day at a time, for 3 and half years of awful treatment, which 
included experimental surgery, daily beatings and even surviving the atomic bomb. 
Larry was rescued by the Americans and freed on 26 September 1945. 
 
 

 



 

 

COFEPOW is a registered charity, number 1074474. Reproduction of the COFEPOW Album 
Pages without the express consent of COFEPOW, or reproduction of all or any of the 
information contained herein without the express consent of the family of the FEPOW 
concerned, is prohibited. For further information, contact www.cofepow.org.uk 

 
Civilian life after return: 
When the war ended, Larry stayed on in the Royal Navy and was eventually promoted 
to Lieutenant Commander.  He served on many ships, including HMS Eagle, an 
aircraft carrier.   After 34 years in the Royal Navy, Larry retired in 1971 and then 
proceeded to join the Merchant Navy as a Safety Officer.  He travelled the world in 
this capacity for a further 15 years. 
Larry married Bridie in 1948 and they had 4 children, a daughter, Connie and 3 sons, 
Paddy, Finbarr and Lawrence.  
Sadly, Larry died in Ireland on 5 September 1997 at the age of 76. 
 
Larry loved the sea and lived a full and exciting life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above information and wording has been provided by Fin O’Sullivan (son) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


