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NOWELL Leslie 
 

 

Name:   Leslie Nowell 

Born:    13 May 1915 

Rank:    Gunner 

Service Number:   1676833 

Regiment:  5th Searchlight 
Regiment, RA 

 
Died:   12 September 1944 

 

 
Pre-War: 
Leslie was born at Fishgate, York, the son of George Ernest and Eliza Nowell.  He left 
school when he was a teenager and was employed by York Council, working as a 
general labourer and Road Sweeper.  Leslie married Eleanor Atkinson in1936 and 
they went on to have two children, Leslie and Christine. 
Wartime experience: 
In 1939, Leslie was called up and was posted to Singapore leaving behind his wife 
and two children.  Leslie was stationed at Changi Barracks with the 5th Searchlight 
Regiment. 
On 15 February 1942, when Singapore fell, Leslie, together with his comrades, were 
taken prisoner and incarcerated in Changi Barracks, which became a prison camp.  
He remained there until 4 April 1942, when he became one of the first thousand 
prisoners to be transported on the ship the Nissyo Maru to an undisclosed 
destination in Saigon.  He and his fellow prisoners worked there on the docks until 
the 22 June 1942, when he was one of 70 men transferred to Thailand to work on the 
Thai/Burma railway – these men became known (unofficially) as the Saigon Battalion.  
The journey into Thailand included a night spent at Tarsao Camp, before they had 
to move on and build the Camp at Kinsayok. 
On 23 June 1944, Leslie, together with 500 men left Tha Muang en-route to Japan.   
They were loaded on to the Hell Ship, the Kachadoki Maru along with another 400 
prisoners.  The convoy, H1-72 left Singapore destined for Japan when, on 12 
September 1944, the convoy was attacked.  The Kachadoki Maru was hit by three 
torpedoes from the USS Pampanito, the ship was holed and sank.  
Sadly, Leslie was one of over 400 souls lost that day. 
 

Sadly, Eleanor contracted TB and lost her struggle for life on 28 January 1944. 
 

The above wording was provided by Kerry Bird – Granddaughter 
 


